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Foreword

“The work of Larry James brings out the reality of the Biblical narrative in striking colours and is thus a
stirring invitation to the viewers to have their own personal narratives joined to the life brought to us by
Jesus Christ!” LT. [Lawrence Theodore Jeyachandran] Executive Director, Ravi Zacharias International
Ministries (Asia-Pacific) April 2003-September 2012.

“Larry has utilized his artistic talent in a very distinctive way to present an often difficult and yet
interesting angle towards eschatology. Readers will find his work engaging and his presentation unique
through the use of his own personal art works.” Rev Mark Poh, Senior Pastor, Emmanuel Assembly of
God (Singapore) 2012.

Preface

Why this? While interacting with the online Judeo-Christian community for some recent months, I was
quickened in the spirit to the reality of man’s depravity and moral decay. With this stark truth came the
dire need to inform the uninformed, the concerned and the careless of what is and what is to come in the
twinkling of an eye: the apocalyptic age. There will be blood and some will burn!

But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah
were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and
took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. (New King James Version, Matthew 24:36-39)

* Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NJKV), The Holy Bible,
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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Fig. 1 ALEPH-TAV  oil  I AM The Alpha & The Omega, The Beginning & The End, The First & The Last.
(Revelation 22:12)

Fig. 2 CREATION  oil  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light



from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were
the first day. (Gen 1:1-5)

Fig. 3 THE SIXTH DAY: EVE (DIRT NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD)  oil 



Fig.4 THE FIRST SABBATH  wall mural  Genesis 1-3

PART 1

1. CREATION AND THE FALL OF MAN

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness (Gen 1:26).1

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being (Gen 2:7).

Paradise, before the fall of man, was absolute bliss. Eden basked in absolute grandeur wherein, after each
day of Creation, God saw that it was good save for the sixth day when God saw everything that He had made,
and indeed it was very good (Gen 1:31). Adam, as it were, was a lifeless heap of dust. But when the breath of

1 Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version (NJKV), The Holy
Bible, Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved ‘In Genesis 1:1, the Hebrew plural
noun "Elohim" is used. In Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7 and Isaiah 6:8, the plural pronoun for “us” is used. The word "Elohim" and the
pronoun “us” are plural forms, definitely referring in the Hebrew language to more than two. While this is not an explicit
argument for the Trinity, it does denote the aspect of plurality in God. The Hebrew word for "God," "Elohim," definitely allows
for the Trinity.’ S. Michael Houdmann. What does the Bible teach about the Trinity? GotQuestions.org Web. Retrieved 1 October
2012. Strong's Number H120 'adam: man, mankind; The noun 'adam is also the masculine form of the word adamah which means
"ground" or "earth". It is related to the words: adom (red), admoni (ruddy), and dam (blood). Brown Driver Briggs, Hebrew and English
Lexicon, p 9. Kabbalistic works indicate that Adam also comes from the Hebrew word 'Adame', 'I should be similar', similar to
God in having free will. Shelah HaKadosh, Toldos Adam, Introduction. Adam. Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia. Web. Retrieved 1
October 2012. Further Study: Newberg, Andrew,  Eugene D'Aquili, and Vince Rause, Why God Won't Go Away. Brain Science and
the Biology of Belief. NY: Ballantine Books, 2002; Kaku, Michio. Parallel Worlds: A Journey Through Creation, Higher Dimensions, and
the Future of the Cosmos. NY: Doubleday, 2004; “Creeds, Catechisms, and Confessions.” blueletterbible.org Web. Retrieved 1
November 2013. Is 48:16; 61:1; Matt 3:16-17; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 1:1-14; 14; 2 Cor 13:14; 1 John 5:7,8;



God fused with lifeless matter, a soul was born vested with a will, an intellect and a personality. Adam
became the spitting image of God: wholesomely perfect in body, soul and spirit. Adam, like the angels in
God’s order of creation, was also empowered with a will to obey God’s directives. Adam was thus given
an explicit command to obey God, not a lax freedom to choose apart from Him let alone against.
Autonomy in regard to a freedom to choose apart from the will of God was simply nonexistent in the
Creation account. Man’s bliss thrived in obedience to his Maker. This vested wisdom, albeit a covenant of
works, kept Adam in perfect tandem with God that altogether jelled with every element under the sun.
Therefore to present Eden in cubist form is to convey an inconceivable dimension when everything was
blissfully pristine and perfect (Fig. 6).

God or elohiym was hardly an impersonal cosmic force. That the LORD God walked in the garden in the
cool of the day evidenced Him to be more of a doting father to Adam and Eve. He visited them, communed
with them and nurtured them. Theirs was a perfect communion between parent and child, mentor and
disciple. As a loving father, The LORD God may have duly warned His protégés about the curse of sin.
Adam and Eve, having been treated to His glorious presence2 must have responded in kind in which work
became a means of devotion to a loving Creator. Adam as the expressed image of God certainly had no
bone for discontent. On the contrary, Adam and Eve may have been desirous of God. For was it ever
enough to be all but an image if not to be like God?

2 Shekinah, Shechinah, Shechina, or Schechinah, (Hebrew: is the English spelling of a (שכינה grammatically feminine
Hebrew ancient blessing of God. The original word means the dwelling or settling, and denotes the dwelling or settling of the
divine presence of God, especially in the Temple in Jerusalem. Shekhinah. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Web. Retrieved 2 March
2013. See also Genesis 9:27; 14:13; Exodus 40:35; Psalms 37:3; Jeremiah 33:16.



Fig. 5 Flagging his amorous scent, he drops his proverbial pill: “Has God indeed said..?”  oil 

Fig. 6 EVE'S SURREAL MOMENT  oil 

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And
he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her,
and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” So he said, “I heard Your
voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” And He said, “Who told
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should
not eat?” Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree,
and I ate.” And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said,
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



So the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are cursed more than
all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all
the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen 3:1-14).

But if Paradise was perfect, how could sin exist? Could the temptation to sin against God originate from a
foreign source?3 For alas, just all too soon, Eve fell for the wiles of the devil, that serpent of old (Eph 6:11; Rev
12:9; 20:2; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8). Eve was therefore lured to sin by one bent on derailing God’s universal
plan in favor of his. Eve’s unwitting act may be the expressed desire to be like God whom she so adored. In
short, extravagant worship! This is not an excuse for sin but a humble attempt to appreciate the age of
innocence.4 Unfortunately when the woman saw the forbidden fruit through a mind that obscured her
perfect image (Gen 1:26), she lusted for the fruit that would make her wise and be like God. Eve eventually
fell headlong for the first heresy: the prosperity gospel!

“When these truths really gain the ascendancy in us, they will make us spiritual supermen,
masters of demons and disease. It will be the end of weakness and failure. In the presence of
these tremendous realities, we arise and take our place. We go out and live as supermen
indwelt by God.” D.R. McConnell, A Different Gospel (1988).

The painting thus captures the moment when Eve, having eaten the forbidden fruit,5 drops itbeing
slowly enlightened by an uncanny experience which is sin sinking its first root into mankind. And while
sin cuts to the core of man, the greater kill, albeit hidden from view, is the stake driven into the very heart
of God. Man is now absolutely depraved. Whatever he intents for good is essentially rotten because he is
already stained with sin.

3 Bible scholars have inferred that sin dawned on a pre-Adamite world through another dimension of creationfallen
angels, or demons. Is 14; Ezek 28; Further study: The Watchers, The (Apocryphal) Book of Enoch.

4 Dispensationalism is a theological system that teaches biblical history is best understood in light of a number of
successive administrations of God's dealings with mankind, which it calls "dispensations." It maintains fundamental distinctions
between God's plans for national Israel and for the New Testament Church, and emphasizes prophecy of the end-times and a
pre-tribulation rapture of the church prior to Christ's Second Coming..The dispensations 1) the dispensation of innocence (or
freedom), (Gen. 2:8-17,25), prior to Adam's fall, 2) of conscience, (Gen 3:10-18; Rom 2:11-15), Adam to Noah, 3) of government,
(Gen 9:6; Rom 13:1), Noah to Abraham, 4) of patriarchal rule (or promise), (Gen 12:1-3; 22:17-18; Gal 3:15-19), Abraham to
Moses, 5) of the Mosaic Law, (Ex 20:1-26; Gal 3:19), Moses to Christ, 6) of grace, (Rom. 5:20-21; Eph 3:1-9), the current church
age, and 7) of a literal earthly 1,000 year Millennial Kingdom that has yet to come but soon will (Is 9:6-7; 11:1-9; Rev 20:1-6).
Each one of these dispensations is said to represent a different way in which God deals with man, specifically a different testing
for man. "These periods are marked off in Scripture by some change in God's method of dealing with mankind, in respect to two
questions: of sin, and of man's responsibility," explained C. I. Scofield. "Each of the dispensations may be regarded as a new test
of the natural man, and each ends in judgment - marking his utter failure in every dispensation." Dispensationalism. Theopedia, an
encyclopedia of Biblical Christianity. Web. 6 Jan 2014.

5 ‘The first sin in the Bible was a violation of a dietary restriction...Before the fall, it is part of a call to obedience,
abstinence from one source in the midst of abundance, while afterward its difficult acquisition is part of the penalty. In the end,
the ground becomes master of all life’ Kent Berghuis, "Fasting In The Old Testament And Ancient Judaism: Mourning,
Repentance, And Prayer In Hope For God’s Presence." Bible.org. Web. 4 Apr 2013.



Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me (Ps 51:5).

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it (Jer 17:9)?

As for your nativity, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in
water to cleanse you; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. No eye pitied you,
to do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown out into the open
field, when you yourself were loathed on the day you were born. “And when I passed by you and saw
you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in your blood,
‘Live!’ I made you thrive like a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, and became very beautiful
(Ezek 16:4-7).

As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there is none who
seeks after God. They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who
does good, no, not one.” “Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they have practiced deceit”;
“The poison of asps is under their lips”; “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” “Their feet are
swift to shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of peace they have not
known.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”…..For there is no difference; for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:10-15; 22-23).

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread
to all men, because all sinned (Rom 5:12).

1.1 Sin

But what is sin? Wayne Grudem explains that “Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act,
attitude and nature. Sin is here defined in relation to God and his moral law. Sin not only relates to
individual acts such as stealing or lying or committing murder, but also attitudes that are contrary to the
attitude God requires of us. We see this in the Ten Commandments which not only prohibit sinful actions
but also wrong attitudes..”6

Therefore, should violating those laws invite the penalty for sin,7 then every soul with a sound mind,

6 Wayne Grudem. “The Definition of Sin.” Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing, 1995).

7 ‘Original sin is not a physical corruption, but a moral and spiritual corruption. It could be compared to the Reformed
Doctrine of Total Depravity which states that sin has touched all parts of what a person is: heart, mind, soul, will, thoughts,
desires, etc. There has been much debate over the nature of the sin of Adam and how it affected mankind. Pelagius taught that
Adam's sin influenced the human race only as a bad example and that all people are born in the same state as Adam was before
his fall. Augustine taught that men inherit natural corruption from Adam.’ Matt Slick, What is original sin? Christian Apologetics
and Research Ministry. Web. 1 October 2012.  Further study: Rom 1-7, Justification by Faith; Gal 3; Ra McLaughlin, Redemptive
History, part one: Introduction to Redemptive History, Reformed Perspectives Magazine; Angelology, JewishEncyclopedia.com; The
(Apocryphal) Book of Enoch; James W. Hugg, “Our Young Earth It's About Time: Why I Believe in a Young Earth”, Ken Ham, “A
Young Earth—It’s Not the Issue!” Answers in Genesis. 23 January 1998. Web. 31 Jul 2012; Larkin, Clarence (1850–1924)



having reached the age of accountability, must one day give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living
and the dead (1 Pet 4:5). For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or
evil (Eccl 12:14; cf. Gen 6:5; Jer 17:9; John 3:19; Rom 3:10; 1 Cor 2:14; Eph 2:1).

How then did man acquire his freedom to choose? Scripture reveals that man established his
independence by defying God. His autonomy came by default as a result of sin. And so thereafter to this
day man wields his own dictates in every thought, word and deed. It is because of this initial defiance
against God that the sphere of man suffers death; decay; destruction; damnation. Depravity, since its
debut, has made havoc of Creation.

So here, barely three chapters into the book of Genesis, Eve is seduced to sin while Adam by reason
of consent has denied his headship. Alas, that men would wholeheartedly yield to his Maker! For ever
since Eve fell to sin and Adam became her accomplished slave, men have elevated the woman as supreme.
Has she not mesmerized him, and continues still, that men have immortalized her in song, poetry and
more? To think, she is humbled, she inspires the wiles of men that eventually birthed the mother of God!
She, as the symbol of selflessness sacrifice, lords as mediator if not savior. Behold then, man’s indebtedness
to one who displaces God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Despite the remorse evidenced in hiding themselves from the LORD God, judgment met them swiftly.
Planet Earth, beautifully innocent as she was, was slapped with a hefty curse8 as an infant. While Adam
had now to contend with the ground and all, Eve’s would be a prolonged agony in childbirth. Enmity
would now define her Seed and the serpent’s. Did Adam cede creation to that serpent of old when man fell to
sin and was purged from Eden? No. Although Adam forfeited his bliss, Scripture says nothing of him
ceding his dominion9 of earth to another. Neither did God abdicate His creation to another.

“Dispensational Truth XXVI. The Covenants.” blueletterbible.org n. d. Web. 1 Oct 2012.  Recommended: The film Apocalypse now
(1979) directed by Francis Ford Coppola with its screenplay by John Milius addresses the effects of war on men. Played by
Marlon Brando, Colonel Kurtz's monologue on war and horror is especially telling of man’s depravity.

8 ‘..cursing has been a part of human history - men have invoked curses on other men - but that's not the major point. The
major point, believe it or not folks, is that God has cursed men. That's right. God has pronounced curses on men. God has said
they are devoted to destruction, they are doomed, and it is not just a passing thought in Scripture, it is a major emphasis.’ John
MacArthur, The Curse of God. Galatians 3:13 September 25, 1977. Web. 31 Jul 2012. 2 Pet 3:10-13 The Day of the Lord.

9 Reformed (or, Calvinist) Dominionism largely originated from the teachings of R.J. Rushdoony in the 1970s.
Rushdoony's theology focused on a proposed theonomy (that is, the rule of the Law of God), and upheld the belief that all of
society should be ordered according to the laws that governed the Israelites in the Old Testament. Being Calvinistic, the
sovereignty of God is emphasized and applied to the entirety of human behavior, culture and society. Mostly, the theology itself
is unashamedly hard-lined, 5-point Calvinist. Rushdoony's major book on this topic was the highly influential, The Institutes of
Biblical Law, published in 1973, a book of 890 pages. Rushdoony proposed that biblical law urgently needed to be applied to all
of modern society and that there should be a Christian theocracy. ‘What are “Dominion Theology” and “Kingdom Now”
Theology? Why Christians Should Reject Such Theological Concepts as ‘Kingdom Now,’ ‘Theonomy’ and ‘Dominionist
Reconstructionism.’ UK Apologetics. Web. 7 Oct 2012. This erroneous belief interpolated from various scriptures that Adam
ceded his dominion also concludes that Christ Jesus through his death, burial and resurrection repossessed the dominion from
Satan and ascended with it to the right hand of the Father (cf. John 12:31; Ezek 28:13).

‘Dominion Theology transcends denominations and movements. There are Calvinist and Arminian, charismatic and non-
charismatic, liberal and conservative, preterist, postmillennial, and amillennial Christians who embrace Dominion Theology.
Even some misguided pre-millennial post-tribulation rapture believers have bought into one or more dominionist positions.
Some that have bought into Dominion Theology would also deny it.’ Koenig, Don. “The Woman On The Beast In End Time
Prophecy Has Dominion Theology.” The Prophetic Years Bible Prophecy and Christian Commentary. 2006. Web. 31 Jul 2012.



For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse because, although they
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping things. Rom 1:20-23

1.2 Redemption

Truth is, despite that fateful day when man fell to the wiles of the devil (Eph 6:10), God like a loving father
bolted to save His beloved. If God had no further designs for mankind, Adam would have been dead:
“..for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Gen 2:16). But for a miracle, Adam lived! In fact, God
stooped to knit Adam a garment for sin! What then is a miracle? The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines
a miracle as “an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs.” So as it were God spared
His young immediate death via propitiation. Death,10 in all probability, saw an innocent animal sacrificed
to provide a covering for man’s shame and to redress sin against a holy God. This was the first of countless
reprieves God has served mankind since the fall. More importantly, God invoked the first Messianic
prophecy11 to redeem mankind.

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”….Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made
tunics of skin and clothed them (Gen 3:15; 21).

1.3 Propitiation

This embryonic concept of selfless sacrifice developed through Jewish history to birth the atoning work of
Yeshua as the sin-bearing Servant for mankind (Is 53; Heb 1-13). He as The Messiah was and is God’s
gracious gift to sinful man; that His propitiatory sacrifice, once and for all, is the means to escape God’s
judgment and eternal condemnation sworn on the world since Adam sinned. But God never abandoned
mankind. Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord God, “and not that he should turn
from his ways and live? (Ezek 18:23). Though we are but dust and to dust we shall return (Eccl 12:7), we are
still the inherent image of God enlivened by His inherent breath and deeply sought-after by God our savior,
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:3, 4). He is therefore
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (2 Pet 3:9).

1.4 Salvation

10 It is inferred that Eden first experienced ‘death’ when plant life was consumed by Adam and the animals (Gen 2:29, 30)
11 With 1,239 prophecies in the Old Testament and 578 prophecies in the New Testament for a total of 1,817 prophecies

that predetermines history even as we speak, its baffling how some assert that God has no knowledge of the future! Further
reading: Payne, J. Barton. The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1980. Print.



Man, hopelessly steeped in sin and destined for eternal torments, has only one chance to be saved if only
now in this earthly life.

“Saved? But saved from what? Or from who?”

“Need man be saved from the Devil who is all but a created being?”

“Perhaps, man need be saved from himself considering himself a bigger devil!”

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the
earth, and He was grieved in His heart. (Gen 6:5,6)

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it? (Jer 17:9)

Fact is, man need be saved from GOD.

To think or suggest that God need not be feared12 for the consequence of one’s sin is gross error. This is yet
another deception that trades truth for a lie. It deceives mankind to think that no judgment awaits them
after death, that hell is all but a delusion of vengeful men, that annihilation of the soul is all there is to it:
period. For whilst the saints13 may rest assured of mercy and rewards at the judgment seat of Christ, the
unforgiven in lieu of judgment at The Great White Throne wrestles with the sting of death (2 Cor 5:10; Rev
20). El-Shaddai (God Almighty) albeit kind and gentle is to be fearedFor our God is a consuming fire (Heb
11:29).

Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? (Matt 23:33)

But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into
hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5)

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Heb 10:3)

“..He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of

12 Strong's H6343 Fear: pachad pakh'·ad fear, dread, great, terror, dreadful, greatly; Strong's G5401 Fear: phobos 1) fear,
dread, terror a) that which strikes terror 2) reverence for one's husband. Recommended reading: The first five books of the Old
Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy aka the Pentateuch; Jonathan Edwards, (1703-1758) Sinners
in the Hands of an Angry God. Published July 8, 1741.

13 According to CompellingTruth.org ‘Saint originates from the Greek word [hagios] meaning "holy" or "set apart." Citing
Acts 9:13 for example, ‘saints refers to all the Christians at Jerusalem, not to a special group of Christians. The New Testament
uses the word saint or saints 67 times. In every instance, the reference is to all believers (e.g. Acts 26:10; Romans 1:7;1 Corinthians
1:2). Never is the word used of a special group of believers who serve God better than others. Scripture is clear that all
Christians are saints (“What does the Bible say about Christian saints? What are saints?” online).



the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” (Rev 14:10, 11)

Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him
who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were
created.” (Rev 4:9-11)

But if man is condemned, how can the imperfect save him? Can corrupt man save himself by his corrupt
ways? Absolutely not, unless he be God Himself! But can GOD the Almighty, the Creator of the Heavens
and Earth, the Alpha and the Omega, be numbered among men? Protevangelium14the first announcement
of the gospel in Scripturepoints to the Messiah. All the LORD’s initiatives to redeem the sinner via
covenants and dispensations pointed to Christ Jesus Who was and is and is to come! (Rev 4:8) With the odds
at 100,000,000,000,000,000 (one hundred thousand trillion)15 to one, Yeshua ha Mashiach met every literal
standard of prophecy pertaining to the Messiah. His was the onerous mission to redeem mankind from a
sin-stained universe. His exhaustive work albeit sufficient for all is efficient for His elect.

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came
to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John
1:10-14)

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God….For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. “He who believes
in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God….He who believes in the Son has everlasting life;
and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:5;
16-18; 36)

But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and

14  “What is the Edenic covenant?” Gotquestions.org. Web. 31 Jul 2013.
15 The following probabilities are taken from Peter Stoner in Science Speaks (Moody Press, 1963) to show that coincidence

is ruled out by the science of probability. Stoner says that by using the modern science of probability in reference to eight
prophecies, "we find that the chance that any man might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled all eight prophecies is
1 in 10." That would be 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. In order to help us comprehend this staggering probability, Stoner
illustrates it by supposing that "we take 10 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two
feet deep..’ Matt Slick, “Prophecy, the Bible and Jesus” Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry. Web. 31 Jul 2012.



I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall
anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no
one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.” (John 10:26-30)

 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives
forgiveness of sins.” (Acts [KJV] 10:43)

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive (1 Cor 15:22)

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment so Christ was offered once to
bear the sins of many.. (Heb 9:27)

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. (1
John 2:2)

In one of the climaxes of this epic war between good and evil, Satan shall bruise His heel (at the crucifixion)
but Christ Jesus in His exhaustive work at Calvary triumphed over the Devil, Death and HellHaving
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it (Col 2:15).

‘Christ is much more powerful to save, than Adam was to destroy.’ John Calvin.

Still, was the sphere of God so soiled by sin, blood and gore that only the fire of God’s judgment can
distill? Or is the Creation account all but hypothetical? an allegorical tale of near misses as some dare say?16

Nay. There will be blood and some will burn!

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in
it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells. (2 Pet 3:10 -13)

16 Ex nihilo.Ken Ham, Answers In Genesis. Web. 31 Jul 2012.



Fig. 7 EXTRAVAGANT WORSHIP  oil 

1.5 Fallen Angels

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he
said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” (Gen 3:1)

It thus begs a question: if Paradise was perfect, how in the world could that serpent lure Eve to



sin? Should the concept of a pre-Adamite17 world be called to task, sin may be traced to its
source that, allegorically speaking, inhabited the realm of angels namelyLucifer.

..“You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the
garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx,
and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes
was prepared for you on the day you were created. You were the anointed cherub who covers;18 I
established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of
fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in
you (Ezek 28:12-15).

The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, “Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the
Lord God: “Because your heart is lifted up, and you say, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods, in the
midst of the seas,’ Yet you are a man, and not a god, though you set your heart as the heart of a god
(Behold, you are wiser than Daniel! There is no secret that can be hidden from you! With your wisdom
and your understanding You have gained riches for yourself, and gathered gold and silver into your
treasuries; By your great wisdom in trade you have increased your riches, and your heart is lifted up
because of your riches),” ‘Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have set your heart as the
heart of a god, Behold, therefore, I will bring strangers against you, the most terrible of the nations;
and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom, and defile your splendor. They
shall throw you down into the Pit, and you shall die the death of the slain in the midst of the seas. “Will
you still say before him who slays you, ‘I am a god’? But you shall be a man, and not a god, in the hand
of him who slays you. You shall die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of aliens; for I have
spoken,” says the Lord God.’”....“By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence
within, and you sinned; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God; and I
destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. “Your heart was lifted up
because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the
ground, I laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you. “You defiled your sanctuaries by the
multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading; therefore I brought fire from your
midst; it devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all who saw you. All
who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you; you have become a horror, and shall be no more
forever”’ (Ezek 28:1-10; 16-19).

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the

17 Old Earth creationism is an umbrella term for a number of types of creationism, including gap creationism, progressive
creationism, andevolutionary creationism. Old Earth creationism is typically more compatible with mainstream scientific
thought on the issues of physics,chemistry, geology and the age of the Earth, in comparison to young Earth creationism.
Wikipedia. “Old Earth creationism” Web. 10 Feb 2014.

18 1) plural cherubim or cherubs; angel of eighth-highest order: in Christianity, a member of the eighth of the nine orders in
the medieval hierarchy of angels. Christian angelic hierarchy. Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia. Web. 30 Jul 2012. 2) Thomas
Aquinas. Summa Theologica. “The malice of the angels with regard to sin (Prima Pars, Q. 63).” Newadvent.org Web. 6 Feb 2014.
3) The Watchers, The (Apocryphal) Book of Enoch.



ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I
will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the
farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’
Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. “Those who see you will gaze at
you and consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, Who
made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did not open the house of his prisoners?’
“All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory, everyone in his own house; But you are cast
out of your grave like an abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through
with a sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot (Is 14:12-19).

It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the
earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will
be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished (Is 24:21, 22).

Fig. 8 LUCIFER’S PRIDEFUL CHALLENGE  oil 



How art thou fallen from Shomayim, O Heilel Ben Shachar19 (Bright One of the Dawn, Day Star,
Lucifer)! How art thou cast down to the earth, thou, which hast laid low the Goyim! (Is 14:12 [Jewish
Orthodox Bible])

Lucifer the anointed cherub basked on the holy mountain of God in resplendent glory. Lucifer was created to
exemplify the holiness of God and glorify Him (Gen 3:24; Ex 25:17- 20; Ezek 1:1-18).20 Music was akin to
Lucifer and with it he drew multitudes in the high call to worship El Shaddai. Lucifer was idyllic: the seal of
perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. Theirs was the perfect bond between God and angel, Master
and servant, Worship and worshipper. If ever a created being worshipped the LORD God truly it may well
be the anointed cherub.

1.6 Original Sin

Lucifer by his perfect wisdom and industry also acquired riches; and through the abundance of his trading
amassed morelittle knowing that sin crept in the guise of harmless pleasures that stoked the heart of an
angel. Lucifer became so preoccupied with the success of his work that his wanton passion eventually
eclipsed God. Workexcessive workapparently became the original sin that snared Lucifer and brought
his downfall. By the abundance of your trading You became filled with violence within, and you sinned (Ezek
28:16). What was the violence within that passed for sin? Workexcessive workthat violated the
command to love God unequivocally. Workexcessive work and its perkswas the rogue that drew
Lucifer’s heart away from enjoying God his Creator whose name is Jealous (Ex 34:14).21

While work is a blessing ordained by God, work if not contained, can be delightfully arresting and
addictive! Therefore in order to rein in that carnal drive, God instituted the Sabbath for man to rest. Hours
for work and rest were later stipulated in the Mosaic Law as God’s terms of worship. With a high
premium for Israel to keep the Sabbath, violating those Sabbaths saw God’s judgment on Judah spelled in
seventy years of Babylonian exile. (Gen 2:2; Ex 16:29; 20; Deut 29; Is 56 & 58; Jer 17:1-9; 25: 9-12; 2 Chr 36:19;
Ezek 20:3; 22:2; 23:36; Heb 4).

19 The name Lucifer is absent from the original Hebrew text. What appeared was Heilel Ben Shachar meaning
‘Lightbringer‘ or ‘Bright One of the Dawn’. Note therefore that before accurate Hebrew originals disintegrated, they were
translated into accurate (and inaccurate) modern Hebrew copies and Greek, namely, the Septuagint. The Septuagint’s title and
its Roman numeral acronym ‘LXX’ refer to the legendary seventy Jewish scholars who completed the translation as early as the
late 2nd century BCE. The Septuagint thus provided an accurate representation of the Hebrew originals, preceding the
Masoretic Text by more than a millennium. St. Jerome (c. 347-420), in translating the Septuagint into the Latin Vulgate, borrowed
a minor deity from Greek mythology associated with the morning star that was the son of Helios, the original Greek sun god
(later eclipsed by Apollo, the sun god of Greek and Roman pantheons). Septuagint, Wikipedia: the free encyclopedia; Gleason,
Joseph. Masoretic Text vs. Original Hebrew. 12 Mar 2012. Web.  20 Dec 2013. <

20 ‘Cherubim were fashioned from gold for the ends of the mercy seat on top of the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of
Holies.’ Dr Gary Gilley, Angelology: the doctrine of angels. Web. 30 Jul 2012.

21 The divine mandate for man to love God unequivocally is seems incomparable to the angelic order (cf. The Book of
Revelation). Eccl 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His Commandments, for this is man’s all. What
is the chief end of man? A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, [a] and to enjoy Him forever. [b] [a]. Ps 86:9; Is 60:21; Rom 11:36; I
Cor 6:20; 10:31; Rev 4:11 [b]. Ps 16:5-11; 144;15; Is 12:2; Luke 2:10; Phil 4:4; Rev 21: 3-4. The Westminster Shorter Catechism. Web.
15 Dec 2013.



This divine mandate for man to honor God however pales against the angelic realm (cf. The Book of
Revelation). Suffice to say, what dulled Lucifer to God was commercial success. What more could he
aspire for if not the very Throne of God! How then did his magnificence dull when sin seized the anointed
cherub? His countenance turned hard, his heart cold, his eyes dimmed. With every thought and intent
corrupt, evil defines the Devil. It was thus announced to himYou defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of
your iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading (Ezek 28:14). Defiance eventually drove the cherub to open
rebellion. His challenge for the throne of God was crushed and the poor devil was cast down to earth
along with his minions when His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. (Rev 12:4).
This was witnessed by the pre-incarnate Christ.

“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” (Luke 10:18)

Fig. 9 THE FALL OF SATAN  oil 

Lucifer’s magnificent form, once so radiant, has wilted. No longer the anointed cherub, Satan is all but a
mirage of his former selfa deception. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of
light (2 Cor 11:14). What Satan essentially is, is this: a murderer, a liar, an adversary, the accuser of our



brethren (1 John 3:8). “....He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. (John 8:44 [1
Pet 5:8; Rev 12:10]).

And whilst God gave man the conditions to be forgiven of their sins, fallen angels have no hope of
redemption. The angels that rebelled against God were booted from heaven without a saving prayer.
Perhaps theirs was a greater rebellion in heaven and on earth where they went on to defile the human
realm in Eden that was once home to Lucifer’s glorious realm of wisdom, worship, and work (Ezek 28).
Suffice to say, the Gap Theory22that postulates Lucifer’s world was judged prior to the creation of
manfinds its premise wedged in the opening statement of Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep..
(KJV)

Could Satan have grieved to relinquish his sphere graced by God and his brethren? Or is the anointed
cherub all but a sentimental dead fad? Shall the evil genius, hell-bent and brooding, have his hour yet? For
thoughts of wicked grandeur may yet stoke the hopes of the fallen bent on world dominion. Though their
days are numbered, Satan and his ilk are bent to derail God’s plan. Satanthe ruler of this world, the prince
of the power of the air and the god of this agehas thrilled mankind with insatiable lusts that eclipses God
(John 16:11; Eph 2:2; 2 Cor 4:4). As the diabolical genius that personifies the king of Babylonoverseer of the
Babylonian world system of commerce that amasses wealth, power and dominionSatan has made vast
claims on philosophy, business, religion, music, etc. since the beginning‘..for the devil has sinned from the
beginning’ (1 John 3:8).

What other perversions does Satan have but this: that his minions has left their first estate23 (KJV) and

22 ‘The face of the earth bears everywhere the marks of a catastrophe. There are not wanting intimations which connect it
with previous testing and fall of angels.’ Rev. C.I. Scofield, The Scofield Reference Bible: The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New
Testaments, Authorized Version (NY: Oxford UP, 1909): 3, Footnotes 4 then 3; ‘In addition to Pember (1836-1910) and C.I. Scofield
(1843-1921), gap theorists have included Ethelbert W. Bullinger (1837-1913), Clarence Larkin (1850-1924), Arthur Pink (1886-
1952), Harry Rimmer (1890-1952), M.R. DeHaan (1891-1965), Donald Grey Barnhouse (1895-1960), Finis J. Dake (1902–1987), and
Jimmy Swaggart (1935- ). Currently, belief in the gap theory is experiencing a revival through the teachings of Thomas Horn, L.
A. Marzulli, Chuck Missler, Chris Putnam. and others. Herescope: The Gap Theory 22 Feb 2013. Web. 1 Oct 2013.

23 “Who were the sons of God and daughters of men in Genesis 6:1-4?”; “What is a succubus? What is an incubus?”
gotquestions.org Web. 1 Jul 2012 ; Sproul, R.C. Unseen Realities: Heaven, Hell, Angels, and Demons, Christian Focus Publications,
2011. Print.; ‘In Genesis Chapter Six, we are informed of a very interesting event. Genesis informs us that the “sons of God”
came unto the daughters of men, whom they married and had offspring with. These children were known in Hebrew as the
“Nephilim”. This is roughly equivalent to giants, but also signifies mighty ones. They were powerful warriors, vicious tyrants
who frightened both man and beast. These “sons of God” who mated with women and gave birth to these Nephilim we find in
both the Epistle of Jude and in the apocryphal Book of Enoch are a group of fallen angels known as the Watchers. In fact, in the
Septuagint and Aramaic versions of the Bible the phrase “angels of God” is used more appropriately to describe the progenitors
of the Nephilim. These Watchers are said to have taught humanity various things such as warfare, weaponry, the making of
drugs, and various occult methodologies. It is no leap to draw the conclusion that the same fallen angels who once came down
and mated with human women, teaching humans various spiritual and scientific technologies would return again to once more
manipulate human society. Not to mention that the connection between the ancient Watchers mating with women and having
offspring coincides with many abduction scenarios where the abductee is shown an alien-human hybrid, usually of the
abductees seed. The correlation is frightening. Speaking of His second coming at the end of days Jesus said, “As it was in the
days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the Son of Man.” (Luke 17:26-27) This ties in very well with the Watchers as well since
their coming unto the daughters of men occurred in the days of Noah. Jesus is telling us that many of the things that happened
at the time of Noah would once more occur.’ Fr. Jack Ashcraft, The Bare Fisted Cleric. 2013. trueexorcist.com Web. 30 Jul 2013.



consummated with humans, if it were possible. How and why should two or more differing dimensions
coerce and consummate, God abhors.

There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of
renown. Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. (Gen 6:4-6)

Having become grotesquely evil when two created dimensions consummated, if that were possible, its
offspring then were inconceivably horrendous. So with the birth of Methuselah24 into an apostate world,
God pronounced an end to their legacy. But because God is love (1 John 4:8), God spared His young
immediate death. As it was with Adam and Eve, so it was with Cain the firstborn who, driven by unruly
passions, murdered his brother Abel. If God had no further kindness, Cain would not have communed
with His savior and what more be avenged for his cold-blooded crime! For it seemed contrary when the
LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him (Gen 4:15). Polygamy soon visited a sixth
descendant named Lamech. He too sought violence when he blared to his wives that he killed a man for
wounding him. Thus men, proving themselves utterly depraved, descended further. God, however,
preserved25 one lineage for His testimony.

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has appointed
another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and
he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the Lord. (Gen 4:25. 26)

Could it be that Adam and Eve led lives riddled with guilt when they saw the blight of their sin sieve
mankind with unprecedented evil? For although our first parents sinned, it seems unlikely that they

Further study: Angelology, JewishEncyclopedia.com; The Book of Enoch, The Book of the Watchers; Eph 1:21; Col 1:16; Dr.
Martin Erdmann, Science Fiction and the Rise of Technocratic Posthumanism, adapted slightly for blog posting. Copyright 2010,
Herescope: The Emerging Galactic Religion. Original paper titled: More Than Human: The Transhumanist Agenda of Transforming
Humans into Posthuman. This was one of the topics of Dr. Martin Erdmann's presentations to a Discernment Ministries
conference in Bowling Green, Ohio, October 2010, “The Rise of Dominionism in the Church.”

24 "his death shall bring judgement" Cornwall and Stelman Smith, The Exhaustive Dictionary of Bible Names (1998).
Methuselah dying before the flood is based on the Masoretic Text of Genesis 5 and his dying after the flood based on the Genesis
5 numbers in the Lucianic Septuagint (Codex Vaticanus). Methuselah - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia; Methuselah
(Mathusala or Mathusale) Exact meaning is somewhat uncertain: Dr. Henry Morris said it may mean, “When he dies,
judgment.” Others say: “When he is dead it shall be sent” (“it” refers to the Deluge) (Cornwall and Smith, Exhaustive Dictionary
of Bible Names). Others say the name means: “Man of the dart” or “…javelin” (Holzinger / Also, Larry Richards, Every Man in
the Bible) “Methuselah” WebBible Encyclopedia ChristianAnswers.Net. Web. 30 Jul 2012.

25 TULIP is an acronym used to summarize the Five Points of Calvinism, which were codified in the Canons of Dort by the
Synod of Dort in 1618 and 1619, which met to address the points raised by the Arminians of that day. “Ever since the
appearance of Loraine Boettner's magisterial The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, it has been customary to refer to the five
points according to the acrostic TULIP.” Steele, David N., Curtis C. Thomas, and S. Lance Quinn. The Five Points of Calvinism:
Defined, Defended, Documented, 2nd ed. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing) 2004, p. xiv. Web. 7 Oct 2013. [T: total depravity. U:
unconditional election. L: limited atonement. I: irresistible grace. P: perseverance of the saints]



abandoned themselves to a lifestyle of sin. It may rather be that whilst the glory of God rested on them as
progenitors of the human race, it was losing its appeal via degeneration. For who else among mankind but
Adam was formed by the hands of God and imbibed with His very breath? So all the days that Adam
lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died. (Gen 5:5)

1.7 The Elect

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him (Gen 5:24). Enoch was the first of two saints26 in
scripture that never experienced death because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this
testimony, that he pleased God. It is no doubt that Enoch had surely left an indelible mark on Methuselah his
son and Noah, his great-grandson, who found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God. And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Noah was assigned the
divine task of building an ark in which only eight people and a select pair of animals would be saved from
God’s judgment. By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an
ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is
according to faith. (Heb 11:7)

Noah, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly, forewarned his
brethren of God’s impending judgment and pressed them to repent and return to God. When the Lord said,
“My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty
years” man had 120 years of opportunities to repent before the first drop of rain preceded the Flood. In the
969th year when Methuselah died, the warnings stilled when the rain fell for forty days and forty nights.
All those outside the ark, believers and unbelievers, perished in the flood. Only eight antediluvians
remained to spawn mankind. (Heb 11:5; Gen 5:21-27; 6:3-10; Rom 10:14; 2 Pet 2:5)

But despite a new beginning, man proved himself irreversibly corrupt. Man failed God again. For
among the host of violations he has redefined marriage to embrace polygamy not to mention polyandry,
homosexuality, incest, bestiality, narcissism and ludicrous liaisons with celestial beings. Suffice to say, as
men declared themselves gods and mythology carried tales, some exalted their dead to intercessory saints
receiving cryptic prayers at dim lit altars arrayed with gaudy deities alongside the reverend Christ.
Evangelicals27 fare no better when some predicate on Ps 82:6 I said, “You are gods, and all of you are children
of the Most High if only to skirt its definitive 7 But you shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.” For the
fact remains that the world lies under the sway of the wicked one and continues to be bungled by man’s
miserable stewardship (1 John 5:19; Rom 1:18-32). Pilgrims treading the soil of their earthly existence
should do well to not love the world or the things in the world (1 John 2:15) but to project the faith of their

26 According to CompellingTruth.org ‘Saint originates from the Greek word [hagios] meaning "holy" or "set apart." Citing
Acts 9:13 for example, ‘saints refers to all the Christians at Jerusalem, not to a special group of Christians. The New Testament
uses the word saint or saints 67 times. In every instance, the reference is to all believers (e.g. Acts 26:10; Romans 1:7;1 Corinthians
1:2). Never is the word used of a special group of believers who serve God better than others. Scripture is clear that all
Christians are saints (“What does the Bible say about Christian saints? What are saints?” online).

27 1) ‘God reveals Himself to Moses—Moses is transfigured—He is confronted by Satan—Moses sees many inhabited
worlds—Worlds without number were created by the Son—God’s work and glory is to bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life of man.’ Selections from the Book of Moses 1-2 Chapter 1 (June 1830). Basic beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints; 2) Word of Faith and the 'Little gods' controversy. Wikipedia. Web. 30 Jul 2012.



founding father Abraham for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Heb
11:10).



Wandering Stars (Jude 1:13)
Nothing, something, writhing in the dark, twisting wilting, never still.
Was it spilled? Call it ‘luck’ but what a bang from just a spark!
That wrangles men and rends his heart to brilliant bend yet miss the mark
For he devised, if merely nice, the sweetened samplings of a lie
That in the darkest of the night a restless spark ascended high
To yield again from all that fluff another awesome fulsome bluff!
Colors spitting mindless mists smashing, slashing, splattering
Blackish brown bids scarlet blue to blend a blonde bereft of hues
Culminating in a foam of white pulsating cream now teeming life
A bearing thing, I’m feeling gills, a little meddling and then a Jill!
And Jack did run her down a hill and broke her foot, his tooth and will.
A present, future, past peril if missed for something let it still
The pail of nonsense had her spill: a crying conscience, soul and will
To reel forever and be nil like there is something better still:
Feeling big and growing still that never will suffice for Jill
For nothing has her but her ills apart from knowing her as Jill
That I am nothing but a nil from trillion light years that I mill
A billion stars a-wandering designing brilliance born of steam
So here’s to you - blood, bone and skin - a swirling mass of Godless whims! LSJ

Despite the Fall, the Flood and the foolishness of man that stab the very heart of God, He as a loving
father, still desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4). He is therefore
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (1 Pet 3:9). Man
has no excuse not to know God nor deny His existence nor be miserably wanting when God has revealed
Himself to mankind.

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse (Rom 1:20).

I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, [2001-1500 BC] as God Almighty,28 but by My name Lord
I was not known to them (Ex 6:3).

What is man, that You should exalt him, that You should set Your heart on him, that You should visit

28 Almighty: Strong's H7706 Shadday: 1) almighty, most powerful a) Shaddai, the Almighty (of God). Exodus 6, Blue Letter
Bible: NJKV. Web. 1 Dec 2013; Exodus 6:3 Hebrew YHWH, traditionally Jehovah. The Holy Bible, NJKV Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson.



him every morning, and test him every moment? (Job 7: 17, 18)

When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have
ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him? For You
have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory and honor. You
have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet
(Ps 8:3-6).

All the LORD’s initiatives to redeem the sinner via covenants and dispensations pointed to JesusWho was
and is and is to come! (Rev 4:8).

Therefore, trust no angel trust no man,
Are not these two of a fallen realm?

The angel of light shall reap what is sowed
And reel into outer darkness to infernal dungeons below

While men of stubborn belief with death in their tow
Shall kneel in final judgment and in condemnation they’ll know:

GOD Almighty had walked among men as humbly and low.
Trust not angel trust not man that reek with odor from a fallen realm

LSJ

2. THE MESSIAH

Fig. 10 Messiah  oil 

2.1 Prophecies of The Messiah and His Exhaustive Work



Many great men and women have journeyed through this way. Billions have led a legacy of unassuming
love. Many more have hinged their hopes on a savior. Through every age and millennium, this onerous
hope have been twisted to conjure a glut of saviors vested in religion, philosophy and folklore. From the
make of their minds, deferred desires and altered states many have stoked realms to birth gods and
grandly tales. Many, even in this day, have claimed to be god! Yet has any ever predetermined his death,
resurrection, ascension and advent and thereafter fulfill it? There is only one who, millenniums before he
arrived, prophesied his birth, his death, his bodily resurrection, his ascension, and his second advent. That
person rests in Christ Jesus alone. All that was prophesied of Him in times past by Moses and the Prophets
are recorded in the annals of Jewish history. With the odds at 100,000,000,000,000,000 (one hundred
thousand trillion)29 to one, JesusYeshua ha Mashiachmet every literal standard of prophecy pertaining
to the Messiah. His was the onerous mission to redeem mankind from a sin-stained universe.

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify
of Me. (John 5:39) Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” And
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself…(Luke 24:26-27).

Messianic Prophecies: Prophesied30 to Adam and Eve as the Seed of a Woman (3760 Year 1 of Jewish
calendar)Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.  Prophecy fulfilled (4 BC-33 AD)Gal 4:4 But when the
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.

Prophesied A Descendant of Abraham in 2100 BC (The Age of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob is
located in The Second Millennium or 2001-1500 BC about 4100 years ago)Gen 12:3 I will bless those who
bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Prophecy
fulfilled (4 BC-33 AD)Matt 1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham

Prophesied to Abraham to be A Descendant of IsaacGen 17:19 Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall
bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his descendants after him.  Prophecy fulfilledLuke 3:34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor.

Balaam (ca.1300-1200 BC) prophesied A Descendant of JacobNum 24:17 “I see Him, but not now; I

29 But has anyone ever promised resurrection, ascension and advent? Apparently there are! Nimrod was but one. History
has churned out countless more with overlapping traits that emulate Christ Jesus: Adonis; Baal; Marduk; Osiris;
Tammuz/Dumuzi; Mithra, Dionysos, Isis/Osirus; Buddha; Krishna; Indra; Thor; Horus, etc. Further Study, Comparative
Religions 101: Heidel, A., The Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament Parallels. Chicago: UP, 1963. Josephus, Jewish Antiquities. Books
III. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, Loeb Classics, 1998. Kautzsch, E., (ed.), Genesius' Hebrew Grammar. Oxford: Clarendon, 1910.
Pritchard, J., Ancient Near Eastern Texts and the Old Testament, 3rd ed. Princeton: UP, 1969. Doane, T.W. (1882), Bible Myths and
Their Parallels in Other Religions (Kila, MT: Kessinger). Sir James George Frazer, The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion
(1890). ‘The following probabilities are taken from Peter Stoner in Science Speaks (Moody Press, 1963).’ Matt Slick, Prophecy, the Bible and
Jesus | Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry. Further study: Rev 19-22; John 8:58; Ex 3:14; Matt 12:8; Heb 4:1-15, The Promise
of Rest; Mk 16:9-19 Lk 24:25-27; 44-53.

30 Adapted from Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled in Jesus Christ, Spirit-Filled Life Bible for Students. The Holy Bible, New
King James Version. (1995) Thomas Nelson, Inc.



behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of
Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult.  Prophecy fulfilledMatt 1:2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob,
and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.

Jacob (ca.2000 BC) prophesied one from The Tribe of JudahGen 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
Prophecy fulfilledLuke 3:33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son
of Judah.

Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied the Heir to the Throne of David(9:7) Of the increase of His government and
peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment
and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.  Prophecy
fulfilledLuke 1:32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end.”

Prophesied Anointed and EternalPs 45:6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your
God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions. Psalm 102:25 Of old You laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 They will perish, but You will endure; yes,
they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will change them, and they will be changed. 27 But You are the
same, and Your years will have no end.  Prophecy fulfilledHeb 1:8 But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O
God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness
and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your
companions.” 10 And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of
Your hands. 11 They will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; 12 Like a cloak You will
fold them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not fail.”

Micah (704-696 BC) prophesied his Birth at Bethlehem(5:2) “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you
are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose
goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”  Prophecy fulfilled (4 BC-33 AD)Luke 2:4 Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that
while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Matt
2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem.

Daniel (late sixth century BC) prophesied the Time for His Birth(9:25) “Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.  Prophecy
fulfilledLuke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.

Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him Born of A Virgin(7:14) Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  Prophecy fulfilled (4 BC-33
AD)Luke 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary…30 Then



the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.

Jeremiah (627 BC) prophesied The Massacre of the Innocents (31:15)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 2: 16-18
Hosea (755 BC) prophesied about The Flight into Egypt (11:1)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 2: 14, 15
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied The Way Prepared (40:3-5)  Prophecy fulfilled: Luke 3:3-6
Malachi (436 BC) prophesied him to be Preceded by A Forerunner (3:1)  Prophecy fulfilled: Luke 7:24, 27
Malachi (436) prophesied that he will be Preceded by Elijah (4:5,6)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 11:13, 14
Prophesied as The Son of God in Ps. 2:7  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 3:17
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him to have a Galilean Ministry (9:1, 2)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 4:13-16
Asaph prophesied that He Will Speak in Parables (Ps 78:2-4)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 13:34, 35
Moses (ca.1300-1200 BC) prophesied him to be A Prophet in Deuteronomy 18:15  Prophecy fulfilled: Acts
3:20, 22
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied that He will Bind up the Brokenhearted (61:1, 2)  Prophecy fulfilled: Luke 4:18,19
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him as one Rejected by His Own People (53:3)  Prophecy fulfilled: John 1:11;
Luke 23:18
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied a Priest after the Order of Melchizedek in Ps 110:4  Prophecy fulfilled: Mark
11:7-11
Zechariah (520-475 BC) prophesied his Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (9:9)  Prophecy fulfilled: Mt 21:15, 16
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Adored by Infants in Ps. 8:2  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 21:15, 16
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied that he is Not Believed (53:1)  Prophecy fulfilled: John 12: 37, 38
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Betrayed by A Close Friend in Ps .41:9  Prophecy fulfilled: Lk 22: 47, 48
Zechariah (520-475 BC) prophesied him Betrayed for Thirty Pieces of Silver (11:12)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt
26:14, 15
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Accused by False Witnesses in Ps. 35:11  Prophecy fulfilled: Mark
14:57, 58
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him as one Silent to Accusations (53:7)  Prophecy fulfilled: Mark 15:4, 5
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him Spat On and Struck (50:6)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 26:67
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him as Hated Without Reason in Ps 35:19  Prophecy fulfilled: John 15:24, 25
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied his Mediated Sacrifice (53:5)  Prophecy fulfilled: Rom 5:6, 8
Zechariah (520-475 BC) prophesied him Pierced Through Hands and Feet (12:10)  Prophecy fulfilled: Jn 20:27
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Sneered and Mocked in Ps. 22:7,8  Prophecy fulfilled: Luke 23:35
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Reproached in Ps 69:9  Prophecy fulfilled: Rom 15:3
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him as one given to Prayer for His Enemies in Ps 109:4  Prophecy fulfilled:
Luke 23:34
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied that Soldiers Gambled for His Clothing in Ps 22:17,18  Prophecy fulfilled:
Matt  27:35,36
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied him Forsaken by God in Ps 22:1  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 27:46
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied His Bones Will Not Be Broken in Ps 34:20  Prophecy fulfilled: John 19:32-36
Zechariah (520-475 BC) prophesied His Side Pierced (12:10)  Prophecy fulfilled: John 19:34
Isaiah (739 BC) prophesied him Buried With The Rich (53:9)  Prophecy fulfilled: Matt 27:57-60
David (1004-965 BC) prophesied his Resurrection in Ps 16:10; 49:15  Prophecy fulfilled: Mark 16:6, 7



David (1004-965 BC) prophesied his Ascension to God’s Right Hand in Ps. 68:18  Prophecy fulfilled: Mark
16:19; 1 Cor 15:4; Eph 4:8
Jude (65-80 AD) v.14-15 states that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied the eschatological return of
the Lord
The Gospel of John (85 AD) 4:25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ).
“When He comes, He will tell us all things.”



Fig. 11 ODE TO THE MESSIAH  oil 

Synopsis: Conceptual painting based on Luke 1. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and declared that



she was “highly favored” by God and chosen to bear the Savior of the world: Yeshua. As the mother of the
Son of God, she is the Mother of all mothers, womanly and all-woman; her purity exemplified by the
smooth finish of her skin; her tenderness in nursing the newborn Christ; her spirit subject to his in the face
of knowing his onerous destiny because Yeshua means He saves31 and what more but the human race from
sin, judgment and eternal condemnation for those who believe in Him. But now in the still of night as the
bright morning star shines on sleepy Bethlehem, angels rejoice, shepherds worship the newborn King and
incongruously, yet for art’s sake, wise men from the East present their gifts at the lowly stable where a
sheep symbolizes the Lamb of God who will one day carry his wooden cross Via Dolorosa to be crucified
on a hill named Calvary. This was the expressed will of God to redeem sinful man - past, present and
future - once and for all through the shedding of His blood represented by the scarlet cup popularly
known as the holy grail.

Fig. 13 Jesus warns of The Signs of the Close of the Age. Matthew 24  pencil 

Fig. 14-32 PASSION WEEK  oilacrylic  Mark 16:9-19; Luke 24:25-27; 44-53.
The following theme commemorates that momentous week in history when, at the Passover meal with his
12 disciples, Yeshua (Jesus) instituted the New Testament.

31 Strong's #4982: sozo (pronounced sode'-zo) from a primary sos (contraction for obsolete saos, "safe"); to save, i.e. deliver
or protect (literally or figuratively): heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole.



Fig. 17 Bread and wine (the Eucharistic elements)  oil  acrylic 
‘It is remarkable that for hundreds of years the Church did not find it necessary to formally dogmatize a
particular definition of the Holy Eucharist. Despite real differences of expression, significant conflict
between theologians and churches did not arise. The one Church was able to comprehend Ambrose, John
Chrysostom, and Gregory Nyssen, as well as Tertullian, Origen, and Augustine. At the deep level of
liturgy and prayer, the Church was united in a common confession and enactment of the sacramental
promises of Christ: “This is my body. This is my blood.” That is to say, the Church was united in the real
identification of the consecrated bread and wine with the body and blood of the Savior. It is this
sacramental identification that serves as the Eucharistic dogma of the Church catholic. Through the
supernatural power of consecration, the Eucharistic bread and wine not only represent and symbolize the
body and blood, they not only convey and communicate the body and blood, but they are, mystically and
ineffably, the body and blood.’ Alvin Kimel, Eucharist Pontifications. 15 Apr 2004. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Matt
26:26-28; Mark 14:22,24; Luke 22;19-20; 1 Cor 11:24-25 - ‘Jesus says, this IS my body and blood. Jesus does
not say, this is a symbol of my body and blood.’ John Salza, “The Eucharist” Scripture Catholic. n. d. Web.
14 Feb 2014. NB. Some have made a mishmash of the Eucharist when they spiritualize certain texts out of
context for a pretext that claims healings, exorcisms, situational deliverance, intercessions, etc. Some, in
violating scripture, have egged unbelievers to partake of the Eucharist for personal edification. Error.







Fig. 30 “Eli!..”  oil 



2.2 The Exhaustive Work of The Redeemer

The Sin-Bearing Servant . Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled
and be very high. Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more than any man,
and His form more than the sons of men; so shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their
mouths at Him; for what had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall
consider….Who has believed our report? And to whom as the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He
shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or
comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and
rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from
Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by
His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was
stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked—But with the rich at His death, because He had
done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put
Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore
the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors (Isaiah [700-690 BC] 52:13-15; 53:1-12).

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be saved. “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God….He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:16-18; 36).

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us
(Rom 5:8).

..Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (1 Cor 15:3).

‘Yeshua died on Passover, rose from the dead on the Jewish Feast of Firstfruits and the Holy
Spirit was poured out on Jerusalem on the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot). These are three of the
most significant days in history, and God caused each one of them to happen on the three most



significant days to Jews during the spring of 30CE.’ Ron Cantor, 10 ‘Jewish Facts’ About the
New Testament (Messiah’s Mandate. 15 August 2013. Web. 14 Sep 2013).

Did Jesus die at the hands of sinful men? Make no mistake, when Jesus breathed His last (Luke 23:46; Ps
31:5), Jesus died on His own accord, on His own terms and in His own time. Scripture makes it plain so
that none may claim that Jesus died by the hands of sinful men nor collapsed under the chastisement of
God because the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (Is 53:6). Fact is, Jesus was primed by God and the
coarse labor of a carpenter’s son to execute this momentous hour and fulfill prophecy (Matt 13:55). Jesus, as
the predetermined God-incarnate, fulfilled every messianic prophecy regarding His destiny.32 Who else if
not one fused with God would venture to say, “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I
may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again. This command I have received from My Father” (John 10:17, 18).

Jesus as the Word of God, was the Son of God and God-incarnated (John 1:1). All that was
prophesied about the Messiah, Jesus fulfilled it as The Christ of God (Luke 9:20). That included the means of
His death and its deliberate hour. Jesus was all the more God in those final moments when He timed His
death: that at the ninth hour and at His explicit command, His Spirit left His impaled body (Acts 5:32;
13:29; Gal 3;13; 1 Pet 2:24). And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I
commit My spirit.’” Having said this, He breathed His last (Luke 23:44-46). So when Jesus had received the sour
wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit (John 19:30). How then did Jesus
die when He breathed His last? Did Jesus commit suicide?33 Unthinkable as it seems, yes.

Is the deliberate death of The Messiah any less scandalous than any mortal sin deserving hellfire?
God’s apologia against man’s insipid ways is made plain here. All nations before Him are as nothing, and they
are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless (Is 40:17).

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. “For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts” (Is 55:8, 9).

All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, “What
have You done?” (Dan 4:35).

“Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have
spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” And beginning
at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning

32  see preceding segment Prophecies of the Messiah. Also Is 53; Matt 16:21; 27:62-66; Mk 8:31; 9:12; Luke 2:34, 35.
33 Suicide: 1. (Psychology) the act or an instance of killing oneself intentionally 2. the self-inflicted ruin of one's own

prospects or interests: a merger would be financial suicide. 3. (Psychology) a person who kills himself intentionally 4. (modifier)
reckless; extremely dangerous: a suicide mission. 5. (Military) (modifier) (of an action) undertaken or (of a person) undertaking
an action in the knowledge that it will result in the death of the person performing it in order that maximum damage may be
inflicted on an enemy: a suicide attack; suicide bomber. Collins English Dictionary: Complete and Unabridged © HarperCollins
Publishers, 2003. (Is suicide the unpardonable sin while pedophiles, war criminals and white collar suffer a slap on the wrist?)



Himself…Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms concerning Me. And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures
(Luke 24:25, 27, 44, 45).

Jesus Himself in His post-resurrection made plain to some that God the Father had predetermined
the deliberate death of His only begotten Son. Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46, 47). And while some fault God of
‘child abuse‘ yet only one as sinless as God Himself can be the exception to the crime of suicide for the
redemption of many (Is 9:6; John 1:1; 10:30; Rom 5:19). For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a
heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve
the living God? (Heb 9:13, 14) And if the blood of bulls, or of lambs or goats (Is 1:11) atoned for the sins of Israel,
the Lord’s propitiation for sin as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29) has
guaranteed the eternal security of the Israel of God (Gal 6:16; Col 3:12). And if the Lord’s atonement absolves
the elect of guilt once for all it behooves us as bound for glory! (1 Pet 1:2; Ps 65:4; Matt 24:24; John 6:37; 15:16;
Acts 13:48; Rom 5-6:18; 8:28-30; 9:10-24; 11:5-7; Eph 1:3-6; 11-12; 1 Thess 1:4; 5:9; 2 Thess 2:13-14)

2.3 DOCTRINES OF GRACE

2.3.1 Regeneration

According to Strong’s psychikos the carnally minded and the natural man are one and the same ‘breath; the
principal of animal life, which men have in common with the brutes; the sensuous nature with its
subjection to appetite and passion.’ Sensuous as man is, these, like natural brute beasts ‘destitute of reason’
and contrary to reason’ ...will utterly perish in their own corruption (Strong’s alogos cf. 2 Pet 2:12; Jude 1:10).
Can natural brute beasts muster a belief in God? No. That The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God” (Ps
14:1), the reprobate, fool and transgressor are destined for doom. For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God
(Rom 8:5-8). Doctrines of grace that originate from Godthat grace is God’s nature, faith is God’s gift and
salvation is God’s to whom He willsare altogether alien to the natural man because “like natural brute
beasts” the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor 2:14).34 And because the carnal mind is enmity against

34 Flesh: Strong's G4561 sarx I. flesh (the soft substance of the living body, which covers the bones and is permeated with
blood) of both man and beasts II. the body A. the body of a man B. used of natural or physical origin, generation or relationship
i. born of natural generation C. the sensuous nature of man, "the animal nature" i. without any suggestion of depravity ii. the
animal nature with cravings which incite to sin iii. the physical nature of man as subject to suffering III. a living creature



God, it cannot grasp divine truths.
It is therefore lamentable when a fool lays claim to God and exclaims, “Eureka, I have found it!” Claims as
these are vain when it is impossible to know God without His divine initiative that revives the inner man
(Rom 8:7; 2 Cor 3:18; 4:16 Eph 3:16; Col 3:10). Behold then Jerusalem: utterly depraved and helpless at
birth, man’s a desperate bastard without God! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to Jerusalem: Your ancestry
and birth were in the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. On the day you
were born your cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water to make you clean, nor were you rubbed with salt
or wrapped in cloths. No one looked on you with pity or had compassion enough to do any of these things for you.
Rather, you were thrown out into the open field, for on the day you were born you were despised. “‘Then I passed by
and saw you kicking about in your blood, and as you lay there in your blood I said to you, “Live!” I made you grow
like a plant of the field (Ezek 16:4-7).

Millenniums later, man is just as vile - apart from the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor 13:14).
Yet apart from Christ will morals suffice for God? Should morals boast of her earthly good, morals never
saved a sinner bound for hell! For if man is not utterly depraved in thought word and deed, it baits man as
essentially virtuous despite the fall. And should morals suffice an eternity with God, Christ Jesus is
needless because one can effect his redemption from sin on his own! Narcissus, still fixated on himself,
could then rise in defense and say ‘Why do I need God when I can achieve salvation by my good self and
have only myself to thank for!’ Pelagius may likewise scale for godhood through his inherited human
powers whilst nirvana35 lays claim to absolutely nothing! Absurdity aside, man conceived in sin (Ps 51:5;
Rom 1) and flouting it silly is utterly depraved!

How then can man by his corrupt ways save himself from God, the devil and himself? Can the
corrupt muster faith to believe The Christ of God (Luke 9:20; John 1:29)? He cannot.

Faith in faith is idolatry. Faith is intellectual yet experiential. If faith resides in God faith need come from
God. Man’s redemption from sin is thus personally impossible because it denies human merit. Faith to
believe is the unmitigated gift of God to whom He wills. Faith to believe is a divine initiative. That man is
powerless to save himself from sin, God now revives the inner man with the gift of faith to respond, repent
and believe in The Christ of God. It thus reasons that only the regenerate that is born of water and the Spirit
(John 3:5) can thereafter embrace the bizarre as absolute truths viz. the Virgin Birth, the hypostatic union,
the vicarious atonement, the bodily resurrection, the Second Advent. Where is boasting then? It is excluded.
By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith (Rom 3:27). For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Eph 2:8, 9; 3:16; Pro 20:27). Nor

(because possessed of a body of flesh) whether man or beast IV. the flesh, denotes mere human nature, the earthly nature of man
apart from divine influence, and therefore prone to sin and opposed to God.

35 Nirvana (definition from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary): the final beatitude that transcends suffering, karma,
and samsara and is sought especially in Buddhism through the extinction of desire and individual consciousness. 2a) a place or
state of oblivion to care, pain, or external reality; b) a goal hoped for but apparently unattainable. ‘Pelagius was a monk who
lived in the late 300s and early 400s A.D. Pelagius taught that human beings were born innocent, without the stain of original or
inherited sin. He believed that God created every human soul directly and therefore every human soul was originally free from
sin. Pelagius believed that Adam's sin did not affect future generations of humanity. This view became known as Pelagianism.
Pelagianism contradicts many Scriptures and scriptural principles.’ S. Michael Houdmann, "What are Pelagianism and Semi-
Pelagianism?" GotQuestions.org Web. 1 Oct 2012.



is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).

J. I. Packer declares that “Regeneration is monergistic: that is, entirely the work of God the Holy
Spirit. It raises the elect among the spiritually dead to new life in Christ (Eph 2:1-10). Regeneration is a
transition from spiritual death to spiritual life, and conscious, intentional, active faith in Christ is its
immediate fruit, not its immediate cause. Regeneration is the work of what Augustine called 'prevenient'
grace, the grace that precedes our outgoings of heart toward God” (Concise Theology, p158).

In regard to “Monergism” the Cambridge Declaration states that the ‘Unwarranted confidence in
human ability is a product of fallen human nature ... God's grace in Christ is not merely necessary but is
the sole efficient cause of salvation. We confess that human beings are born spiritually dead and are
incapable even of cooperating with regenerating grace. We reaffirm that in salvation we are rescued from
God's wrath by his grace alone. It is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that brings us to Christ by
releasing us from our bondage to sin and raising us from spiritual death to spiritual life. We deny that
salvation is in any sense a human work. Human methods, techniques or strategies by themselves cannot
accomplish this transformation. Faith is not produced by our unregenerate human nature.’

For those that place their trust in Christ’s finished work for their blessed assurance, the biblical
doctrine of election affirms the sovereignty of God expressed in monergism (Ps 65:4; Matt 24:24; John 6:37;
15:16; Acts 13:48; Rom 8:28-30; 9:10-24; 11:5-7; Eph 1:3-6; 1:11-12; 1 Thess 1:4; 5:9; 2 Thess 2:13-14).

2.3.2 Justification by Faith

Just as man’s redemption from sin hinged on the Messiah, a sinner is saved from eternal perdition solely
by faith in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20). What is faith? Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old gained approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible (Heb 11:1-3). Can a
condemned sinner summon faith? That The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God” (Ps 14:1), the
reprobate, fool and transgressor cannot muster faith in God. To reiterate, faith in faith is idolatry. Faith is
intellectual yet experiential. If faith resides in God then faith need come from God. Faith to believe is a
divine initiative. Faith to believe in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20) is the unmitigated gift of God to whom He
wills.

Jesus made this plain when He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has
been granted to him by My Father” (John 6:65)…for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and
have believed that I came forth from God (John 16:27). Paul expressed the same gift as such: For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast (Eph 2:8, 9; Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 12:9). John in his latter years reiterated the fruit of elemental faith: He who
believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because
he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. And this is the testimony: that God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
life (1 John 5:10-12).

That faith and repentance are intrinsic components in salvation, faith alone guarantees eternal
security. For just as Abraham was justified by faith in believing El Shaddai (Gen 12 cf. Josh 24:2, 3), likewise
the sinner that believes in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20). That faith alone saves, Jesus Himself affirmed it



when He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” (Luke 7:50), and to another with an issue
of blood, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace” (Luke 8:48), and further still to
a leper, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19).

Were works of righteousness ever a prerequisite for sinners to be saved? Fact is, the sinners that Jesus had
come to call and justified by His grace led colorful lifestyles! So, if repentance is but ‘a change of mind‘ that
expands the belief in God, what is the elemental criteria that saves36 man? Faith. For just as man’s
redemption from sin hinged on the Messiah, a sinner is saved from perdition solely by faith in The Christ of
God (Luke 9:20). It is not faith and baptism, faith and Eucharist, faith and works, faith and Church or any
other concoctions. It is faith alone in the Christ, the Son of God (Matt 26:63) that saves. Sola fide. But when the
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom
He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, having been justified by His grace we should
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:4-7).

Dave Hunt in “Christ Died For Our Sins“ (2004) observes: ‘In desperation, the Philippian jailor cried,
“What must I do to be saved?” Paul’s reply was simple: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved” (Acts:16:31). The great apostle said nothing about baptism or sacraments, candles, incense,
church attendance, reforming one’s life, or anything else being necessary or even helpful for salvation.
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible makes it clear that there is nothing a sinner can do, much less must
do, to pay the infinite penalty required by God’s justice. One can and need only believe in Christ, who paid
the penalty in full: “It is finished!” (Jn:19:30)’

Stripped of sacraments,37 morals and hype, what defines the saint is faith: a believing, saving faith in
The Christ of God (Luke 9:20). What more, this faith is vested in a covenant that has God‘s seal of eternal
security. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one” (John 10:27-30; Ps
65:4; Matt 24:24; John 6:37; 15:16; Acts 13:48; Rom 8:28-30; 9:10-24; 11:5-7; Eph 1:3-6; 1:11-12; 1 Thess 1:4; 5:9;
2 Thess 2:13-14). Give the Lord His due then, the preservation of the saints rests on the laurels of Christ
alone: being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (Rom 3:24). For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous (Rom
5:19).

Fallen man, utterly corrupt in thought, word and deed, need realize that his highest intrinsic good is
still soiled in sin if not simply dead works (Heb 9:14). Christ alone has preserved the pilgrim to present
him holy and blameless at the Judgment Seat for an accounting to God and rewards, not condemnation.

36    NB The KJV translates Strong’s G4982 sōzō as save, make whole, heal and be whole. whole: Strong's 4982 sōzō I. to save, keep
safe and sound, to rescue from danger or destruction A. one (from injury or peril). i) to save a suffering one (from perishing), i.e.
one suffering from disease, to make well, heal, restore to health. ii) to preserve one who is in danger of destruction, to save or
rescue. B. to save in the technical biblical sense. i) negatively. a) to deliver from the penalties of the Messianic judgment. b) to
save from the evils which obstruct the reception of the Messianic deliverance.

37  ‘The seven Catholic Sacraments are ceremonies that point to what is sacred, significant and important for Christians.
They are special occasions for experiencing God's saving presence.’ americancatholic.org “The Seven Catholic Sacraments,
Seasonal Feature American Catholic.” 2012. Web. 1 Oct 2013.



But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life (Rom 5:8-10 cf. Hab 2:4). Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior (Jude 24, 25).

That justification by faith declares a sinner righteous, blessed then are the elect viz. those who are the called
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified (Rom 8:28-30). "Justification
(theology)" according to Wikipedia ‘is God's act of removing the guilt and penalty of sin while at the same
time declaring a sinner righteous through Christ's atoning sacrifice. In Protestantism, righteousness from
God is viewed as being credited to the sinner's account through faith alone, without works.’ But to him who
does not work [to earn his salvation] but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness, just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart
from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; Blessed is the man to
whom the Lord shall not impute sin” (Rom 4:5-7).

That man’s redemption from the curse of sin rests solely on the Messiah - The Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! (John 1:29) - the believer that is utterly corrupt in body, soul, and spirit has been
justified and redeemed from the curse of sin and death by the atoning work of Yeshua. And He Himself is
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world! (1 John 2:2). Jesus, being the
propitiation for the sins of man once for all, is sufficient for all but effectual for some. What does this
mean? It means that His exhaustive work at Calvary albeit sufficient for all is effective only for those that
have embraced Him as The Christ of God (Luke 9:20; John 1:11; 17:6-26). Only those who have believed The
Christ of God can enjoy the divine exchange: that when God vented His wrath at Jesus on the cross at
Calvary, our sins were imputed on Him and the righteousness of Christ imputed on us. RC Sproul in
teaching The Atonement of Jesus explains that the “double imputation” was made possible only because
Jesus appeased God as the perfect sacrifice (Heb 9:1–10:18). It is therefore apparent that believers in Christ
are saints only because God has justified us by faith in The Christ of God.

None of His redeemed can therefore be lost, not even the demented. This is the eternal security of the
elect made explicit by the Lord: All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I
will by no means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me. This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him
may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:37-40). Paul even declared that God
predestined the elect, that is, He chose us in Him before the foundations of the world (Eph 1:4-11). For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified (Rom 8:29, 30).

Justification by faith so arrested Martin Luther that he defrocked himself in lieu of earning one’s
salvation via deeds; and protested against the imperial cult of the papacy with a searing 95 thesis nailed to



the door of the church in Saxony in 1517. This dissertation entitled Disputation on Power and Efficacy of
Indulgences (original Latin: Disputatio pro declaratione virtutis indulgentiarum) is widely regarded as ‘the
initial catalyst for the Protestant Reformation. The disputation protests against clerical abuses, especially
the sale of indulgences’ (Wikipedia, “The Ninety-Five Theses”).

What then distinguishes the believer from the unbeliever when both sin? Forgiveness. And if one is
forgiven of sin via the Lord’s atonement once for all, is any sin left unpardoned? For if a living saint is not
atoned for a lifetime of sinpast, present and futureit infers that the Lord’s propitiation for sin some
2000 years at Calvary falls short of assurance (Heb 7:27; 9:12). But if the Lord’s atonement once for all
absolves one of a lifetime of guilt it affirms that the pardoned having been freed from sin are bound for glory
because God holds no account of sin against them (Rom 5-6:18). There is therefore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1; Heb 9:11-15; 24). Eternal security is therefore God’s gift to those He
has drawn by His irresistible grace. Our preservation to the end is guaranteed by the perfect seal of Christ
at Calvary.

Are saints any better than sinners? Saints in being sanctified (or set apart as holy) are no better sinners if
only better off eternally! For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins
that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No,
but by the law of faith (Rom 3:22-27; 1 John 1:8).

What then is the saint to boast of himself when he still sins knowingly and unknowingly in thought,
word and deed? For of the 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments from
the four Gospels or 1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for believers to obey, pray tell,
which of these sins - venial, mortal and all - is not violated by the saint? To think that saints are sinless is
delusional! Saints, that refer to all believers (Acts 26:10; Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2) are but guilty sinners pardoned
by the grace of God and imputed with His righteousness to be made the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21 KJV).

And if a saint still sins is one still a saint? What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness” (Rom 4:1-
3). That saints are no better sinners if only better off eternally, the apostle Paul too wrestled with sin: For I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is
good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice…O wretched
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then,
with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin (Rom 7:18, 19; 24, 25).

“What then of the unpardonable sin?”

Can a Christian lose his salvation because of the unpardonable sin? Minding the context of Matthew 12:22-
32 alone, it reasons that the Lord had his apologia aimed at his audience per se viz. the Pharisees. Period.
Woe betide them for their unbelief shall cringe in disbelief at the dawn of its fiery fate! Behold then, the
unpardonable sin: unbelief. “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My



son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev 21:7, 8). But of
the 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments from the four Gospels or
1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for believers to obey, pray tell, which of these sins -
venial, mortal and all - defines the unpardonable or unforgivable sin? What more of the ‘strange fire’ (Num
15; Rev 1-3) that the Church has stoked since her infancy? Is she any less blasphemous today? Thus for
the elect, their eternal rest was secured by Christ’s finished work. It is a done deal.

With no human merit ascribed to who God saves, amazing then how one is justified by His grace (Titus 3:4-
7). To begin with, that one dead in trespasses and sins was revived by God is amazing (Eph 2:1; Ezek 16:4-7)!
That the forgiven now has an audience with God Almighty to call Him “Abba, Father” (Gal 4:6) in the
presence of Christ the King is simply amazing! That Gentiles grafted into the cultivated olive tree that is
Israel (Rom 11) should join the chorus of heavenly hosts is wonderfully amazing! That God should vouch
for the worthless even though all nations before Him are as nothing, and they are counted by Him less than
nothing and worthless (Is 40:17) is altogether amazing!

And how did this amazing grace dawn on the undeserving? This gracious gift of unconditional love
for the elect was secured only through our great God and savior Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13) who met all the
exhaustive demands of the Law and its messianic prophecies. Grace is clearly the loving expression of one
who came not to destroy the Law and the Prophets but to fulfill it! (Matt 5:17; 22:36-40; Ps 32:1, 2; Rom 1-8;
Heb 4:16; 8:8-13; 13:20). Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good (Rom 7:12). For
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes (Rom 10:4). Give the Lord His due then,
the preservation of the saints rests on the laurels of Christ alone! Now to Him who is able to keep you from
stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior (Jude
24, 25).
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2.3.3 Repentance

That faith and repentance are intrinsic components in salvation, faith alone guarantees eternal security for
the believer. For just as Abraham was justified by faith in believing El Shaddai (Gen 12 cf. Josh 24:2, 3),
likewise the sinner that believes in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20). That faith alone saves, Jesus Himself made
this plain when He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” (Luke 7:50; Luke 8:48; 17:19).
That faith is a gift from God for the salvation of man - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Gal 2:8; Rom 12:3; 1 Cor 12:9) - Jesus
nonetheless demands more than a saving faith. This demand to be transformed into an epistle of Christ (2 Cor
3:3) was also expected from an adulteress when He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has
no one condemned you?” She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no
more” (John 8:10, 11). This call for change is a call to repent.

What then is repentance?

F.F. Bruce defines repentance as ‘a change of mind, as it appears to one who repents, of a purpose he has



formed or of something he has done. "Repentance (metanoia, 'change of mind') involves a turning with
contrition from sin to God; the repentant sinner is in the proper condition to accept the divine forgiveness"
(The Acts of the Apostles, p. 97). Repentance or ‘a change of mind’ is based on the Greek word metanoia: meta
for change and noia for mind. And whilst the Hebrew word “shuwb” registers change or a return or a
turning from and to; the mind in Hebrew vernacular encapsulates the heart, mind and soul as a singular
entity. Jesus affirmed this in saying, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind’ (Matt 22:37; Matt 13:15; 1 Pet 4:1; Rev 17:13; Php 1:14; 1:27; Heb 12:3; Acts 14:2).

Repentance or ‘a change of mind’ begins with the inner man (2 Cor 4:16). What is the inner man? That
man’s body returns to “dust” and his spirit returns to God at death (Gen 2:7; 3:19; Eccl 12:7; Luke 23:46), the
inner man that encapsulates the heart, mind and soul treads eternity (Num 16:28; 1 Sam 9:20; Neh 4:6; Deut
18:6; Gen 23:8; 26:35; Ezek 38:10; Is 26:3; Lev 24:12). It is here in the seamless sanctum of the intellect that
the inner man mulls towards ‘a change of mind.’ Strong’s nous also tributes the mind with ‘the capacity for
spiritual truth, the higher powers of the soul, the faculty of perceiving divine things; of recognizing
goodness and of hating evil; the power of considering and judging soberly, calmly and impartially.’

“The Helper, the Holy Spirit”

The mind: a world of evil (Rom 1:28; Col 2:18; Eph 4:17; 1 Tim 6:5; 2 Tim 3:8; Titus 1:15) is no less a sanctum
of the Helper, the Holy Spirit (Matt 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27; Rom 12:2; Heb 8:10; 10:16). Comforter,
Advocate and Intercessor - the Helper, the Holy Spirit (Gk Paracletos) - is ‘one called alongside to help’
(NASB). That repentance concerns a change of heart, mind and soul only the Helper, the Holy Spirit convicts
one of the whole counsel of God according to the canon of Holy Scripture (Acts 20:27; 1 Cor 2:11). Jesus
described the work of the Holy Spirit as such: But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”(Acts
1:8). But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you (John 14:26). “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me (John 15:26).
John reinstated this truth in his latter years: But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you,
and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is
true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him (1 John 2:27).

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the
things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things we also speak, not in
words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged
by no one. For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ (1
Cor 2:10-16).

It thus reasons that for repentance to take effect the Helper, the Holy Spirit has the inner man reflect on
the things of God (Rom 8:6; 11:34; 1 Cor 2:11; 2 Cor 3:14; 4:4, 16; 11:3; Eph 2:3). That the Helper, the Holy Spirit
is a teacher, He teaches and disciples the believes in the whole counsel of God according to the canon of Holy



Scripture (Acts 20:27; John 1:1;14; Luke 24:25, 27, 44, 45). And pray tell, how will it be with the one taught
by Him? Repentance as a change of mind that altogether intensifies belief in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20)
has the disciple abide in Him (1 John 2:27). A believer should therefore never underestimate the zeal of the
Holy Spirit to shepherd and buffer one mind against the constant onslaught of sin in various forms.
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding (Pro 4:7). For as he
thinks in his heart, so is he (Pro 23:7). Wisdom to discern and reason is therefore pivotal to triumph over the
temptation to sin and sin itself. For just as the prodigal son acted upon reason ‘when he came to his senses‘
(Luke 15:17 NASB) and returned home to his father, likewise the one that mulls the things of God and
repents.

Repentance as ‘a change of mind‘ that transforms the heart, mind and soul prompts the believer to
broaden his biblical perspective beyond a primordial saving faith in God. This conditioning of the inner
man contextualizes Christ in a pluralistic world. Repentance engages life with a biblical worldview. What is
a Biblical Worldview? According to The Chuck Colson Center for Christian Worldview ‘A simple definition
might be, “practicing the Kingship of Jesus“, that is, living every area of our lives in obedience to and for
the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Revelation 4:11: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor
anbd power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.’

Gerald Cowen in “Repent - to Change the Mind” describes repentance as being ‘equivalent to the Old
Testament word "turn." Thus, it is employed by John the Baptist, Jesus, and the apostles (Matt 3:2; Mark
1:15; Acts 2:38). The idea expressed by the word is intimately associated with different aspects of spiritual
transformation and of Christian life, with the process in which the agency of man is prominent, as faith
(Acts 20:21), and as conversion (Acts 3:19); also with those experiences and blessings of which God alone is
the author, as remission and forgiveness of sin (Luke 24:47; Acts 5:31). It is sometimes conjoined with
baptism, which as an overt public act proclaims a changed relation to sin and God (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3;
Acts 13:24; 19:4). As a vital experience, repentance is to manifest its reality by producing good fruits
appropriate to the new spiritual life (Matt 3:8).’

Repentance thus occurs as the Spirit of truth confronts the believer with the whole counsel of God to
convict and conform the contrite in the mind of Christ (John 16:13; 1 Cor 2:16). Repentance as a change of
mind gradually transforms a believer in newness of life (John 14-16; Rom 6:4; 8; 1 John 2:27). According to
Strong’s metamorphoō transform means ‘to change into another form’ or ‘to transfigure’ (Rom 12:1, 2).
Transformation that spells more than a saving faith in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20) demands a total
surrender to the Lordship of Christ. This process of sanctification (Strong's hagiazō) is all but the work of the
Helper, the Holy Spirit that consecrates one to God. For it is all but vain to call Jesus “Lord” and deny His
Lordship. Fact is, to call Jesus “Lord” is to exemplify His precepts in thoughts, words and deeds. Lordship
salvation thus demands a disciple to take up his cross daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23-24). It demands the
pursuit of an irreconcilable goal: Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect (Matt
5:48; see also John MacArthur‘s The Gospel According to Jesus. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988).

It thus reasons that a life befitting of repentance would gradually convey a biblical worldview in a
pluralistic society. But this can only occur by a diligent study of the whole counsel of God that accurately
presents The Christ of God in lieu of another Jesus (Acts 20:27; 2 Cor 11:4; Matt 24:24). Make no mistake, the
Holy Spirit will not relegate exegetical study of scripture and expository sermons for a catharsis that numb
the Lord’s sheep to scriptural truths. For just as conjured parallels between Judaism and Islam seem
amazing, amazing yet is one that embraces a different gospel that misses Jesus entirely! (2 Cor 11:4; Gal 1: 6-



10) For that matter, neither is the Helper, the Holy Spirit some invisible force with an ethereal shield of
protection or an aura associated with the absurdities of gold dust, glory clouds, angelic feathers, astral
projections, teleportation, etc. And whilst repentance expands belief in the Christ, the Son of God, unbelief as
the unpardonable sin flirts with hellfire (Matt 12:22-32; 26:63).

2.3.3.1 Grace to Believe

Can a simple decision for Christ - without repentance - secure salvation? Easy believism may thus be the
drivel that claims a profession of faith in Jesus as Savior suffices for salvation. Easy believism may be
altogether flippant with Scripture when it flouts the moral law. To some, a gospel that flouts the whole
counsel of God is altogether a different gospel of another Jesus (Acts 20:27; 2 Cor 11:3-18; Gal 1;). Is there a case
for easy believism?

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which
we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom 10:9-13).

Can there be a case for easy believism when faith in God is not easy but impossible! For to begin with,
a sinner dead in trespasses and sins is faithless (Eph 2:1). In fact, The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none who does good (Ps 14:1). As it is written: “There is
none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God. They have all turned
aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one” (Rom 3:10-12). That man
whose ‘heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked (Jer 17:9) is inherently evil and conceived in
sin makes the case for easy believism absurd. So how can one dead in trespasses and sins ever muster faith to
believe God and be saved? That faith resides in God, faith need come from God. Faith to believe in The
Christ of God is the unmitigated gift of God to whom He wills (Luke 9:20; Rom 8:29, 30; 12:3; 1 Cor 12:9; Eph
2:8, 9). Justification by faith is the only way a sinner can grasp an eternity in God (Rom 3:28; 4:8; 5:1; Gal
2:16; 3:24). This saving faith in The Christ of God precedes baptism, Communion, works befitting repentance,
etc. which are altogether ineffectual to heal and seal the chasm between God and sinner.

Is easy believism all but faithsola fide? If faith is believing, then yes. It reckons then that mankind
survives God only because of a remnant that believed God (Eph 2:8; Heb 3:12). These then are the elect that
received the unmitigated gift of grace to believe the LORD God and were justified by faith, antediluvians and
patriarchs included (Gen 6-12; Exod 1-19; Josh 24:2; Rom 1-8). What then of those that lived by the Law,
did grace avail for them when, in violating one, many laws were broken? For whoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all (Jam 3:10). Grace was pivotal for Israel to observe the Law
whose breath came by liturgies of atonement, worship, offerings, Feasts, etc.

According to Theopedia‘s “Covenant Theology and the Biblical Covenants“ that man prevails to this
day testifies of the ‘overarching theological Covenant of Grace’ that assimilates the Noahic Covenant (Gen
8:1-9:17), the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 15), the Mosaic Covenant (Exod 19-24), the Palestinian Covenant
(Deut 30:1-10) and the Davidic Covenant (2 Sa 7) that has the Abrahamic Covenant extended to his lineage



as rightful kings of Israel and Judah. Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and
from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” (John 7:42). Does ‘easy believism’ encapsulate Christianity in
the dispensation of grace? With 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments
from the four Gospels or 1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for believers to obey, how
else but surely that the just shall live by faith! (Rom 1:17)

Lordship salvation, as a call for total surrender to Christ, is thus the bane of easy believism. Lordship
salvation, in its rigor for Gospel truth champions for the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). Is Lordship
salvation demanding Christ-likeness and works befitting repentance as signs of genuine salvation? Christ-
likeness do after all exemplify the Lord ’s standard when he said, Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect (Matt 5:48; 1 Cor 11:1; Php 2:5; John 13:15; Rom 8:29; Eph 4:11-13; Php 3:8-11, 20-
21; 1 John 2:6). And with regards to the believer called to bear fruits worthy of repentance (Matt 3:8), these are
but manifest signs of the indwelling Spirit. Even John the Baptist urged the contrite to bear fruits worthy of
repentance (Matt 3:8-10; 7:15-20; 13:31, 32; 25:14-30). Paul likewise took this matter of ‘works’ to task when
he declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and [then] to the
Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance (Acts 26:20). Are works essential
to maintain salvation? Consider Israel: that by observing the Law she kindled the perpetual Jew. Similarly,
as the universe is suspended by known and unknown laws, the moral and judicial law needs be for
mankind to survive himself! Shall incest be the next legal vice after gay marriage? God forbid!

We then that were purchased by the blood of Christ, that repented and believed The Christ of God (Luke
9:20) ought to convey works befitting repentance (Acts 26:20). This is to the glory of Christ Jesus without
whom spells dead works! “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit;
for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned (John 15:5, 6; Heb 8:7-13).

But while works befitting repentance are altogether good, mortal man, redeemed or not, is rotten to the
core (Gen 6:5, 6; Jer 17:9; Ps 51:5; Eccl 1:2, 3; 2:15; Rom 3:10-13; 22, 23; 5:12; 1 John 1:8). Fallen manutterly
corrupt in thought, word and deedneed realize that his highest intrinsic good is still dead works (Heb
9:14). Should morals boast of her earthly good, morals never saved a sinner bound for hell! Even Paul
argued no further. For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me,
but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do,
that I practice…O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin (Rom
7:18, 19; 24, 25). Give the Lord His due then, the preservation of the saints rests on the laurels of Christ
alone: (Jude 24, 25).

But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? (Jam 2:20)

“Is faith without works dead?” No. That faith is a gift and a divine initiative that revived the inner man to
respond, repent and believe The Christ of God (Eph 2:8, 9; 3:16; Pro 20:27; Luke 9:20), faith to believe in The
Christ of God is itself a manifest ‘work‘ of God. Faith itself testifies of repentance or ‘a change of mind’ that
altogether divorces from the sin of unbelief viz. atheism, agnosticism, skepticism, nihilism. Faith is neither



about good fruit, good deeds and good morals. For with regards to Abraham, What were his experiences
concerning this question of being saved by faith? Was it because of his good deeds that God accepted him? If so, then
he would have something to boast about. But from God’s point of view Abraham had no basis at all for pride. For the
Scriptures tell us Abraham believed God, and that is why God canceled his sins and declared him “not guilty” (Rom
4:1-3). The Living Bible). James is therefore not demanding works as a sign of salvation, let alone a criteria
for it, because as a Jew he knows the curse of the law: that it in violating one, the guilt of violating 613 laws
overwhelms! For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all (Jam 3:10). It
however reasons that the indwelling Helper, the Holy Spirit (John 14-16; Rom 8) working in the life of a
believer would gradually bear good fruit.

What then remains of the biblical Law?

Doctrines of grace that originate from Godthat grace is God’s nature, faith is God’s gift and salvation is
God’s to whom He willsare altogether alien to the natural man because “like natural brute beasts” the
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor 2:14). And because the carnal mind is enmity against God, it cannot
grasp divine truths. Fallen man, utterly corrupt in thought, word and deed, need realize that his highest
intrinsic good is still soiled in sin if not simply dead works (Heb 9:14). That man is anarchic Scripture long
established it. Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually (Gen 6:5). But as needful as the law is for man to survive himself,
the law is nonetheless powerless to save a sinner bound for hell if only to condemn him for failing to keep
up! As it is written ‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm all the words of this law by observing them’ (Deut
27:26). Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in
His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin (Rom 3:19, 20).

What is the biblical Law? Also known as the Torah of Moses or the Mosaic Law, the Law according to
Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry, ‘is God's instructions concerning the moral, social, and
spiritual behavior of his people found in the first five books of the Bible. The Law is the very reflection of
the nature of God because God speaks out of the abundance of what is in him.’ That the law is holy, and the
commandment holy and just and good (Romans 7:12) is thereby proven in the fact that man survives himself
only because the law has survived him!

Has the age of grace superseded the law? If so, are saints a lawless entity like the world? For there is no
difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously
committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith
(Rom 3:22-27; Rom 5:8-10).

What then is the saint to boast of himself when he still sins deliberately? To think that saints are
sinless is delusional! For of the 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments
from the four Gospels or 1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for believers to obey, pray



tell, which of these sins - venial, mortal and all - is not violated by the saint? Give the Lord His due then,
the preservation of the saints rests on the laurels of Christ alone! For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes (Rom 10:4).

For that matter, of the 613 laws of the Old Testament, which of these was Jesus alleged to have infringed
that Israel did not? Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?”
(John 7:19). Confrontational as He was, Jesus no less revolutionary when He summed up the exhaustive
Law to two edicts viz. “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Matt 22:37-40). So, let alone embracing the
bizarre as absolute truthsviz. the Virgin Birth, the hypostatic union, the vicarious atonement, the bodily
resurrection, the Second Adventif healing on the Sabbath, picking grain on a holy day to suffice hunger
or failing to wash one’s hands before a meal altogether violated the Mosaic Law, then the Christ, the Son of
God (Matt 26:63) was tried by a bias religious court for being a rebellious rabbi.

With false witnesses summoned against Him in a shameless show trial, the offences that mounted
against Yeshua also drew the venom of the people. As it is written, ‘Cursed is the one who does not confirm all
the words of this law by observing them.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ (Deut 27:26). Jesus was ultimately
charged with blasphemy when He inferred equality with God on certain occasions by saying, “Therefore the
Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath” and “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM” (Mark 2:28;
14: 53-65; Matthew 12:8; 26:62-65; Luke 6:5; John 7:19-52; John 8:57, 58 cf. Exod 3:14).

And as if to affirm his alleged crimes before the Sanhedrin, Jesus kept silent. And the high priest
answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!”
Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has
spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! What do
you think?”They answered and said, “He is deserving of death” (Matt 27:63-66).

That death by crucifixion was a Jewish stigma, the instigated mob seemed bent to have Yeshua suffer
a proverbial disgrace: for he who is hanged is accursed of God (Deut 21:22, 23). But this happened that the word
might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause’ (John 15:25 cf. Ps 69:4). So when
Pilate finally bowed to the mob’s demand, Rome was all but God’s unwitting agent predetermined to
identify “The Servant of the Lord” (739 BC) and “Messiah the Prince” (540-530 BC) that altogether
culminated in the Christ, the Son of God (Is 42:1-4; 49-53; Dan 7-9; Matt 26:63).

That the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good (Romans 7:12), Jesus sanctioned all
including his torments and his tormentors: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did
not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will
by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt 5: 17-20).

“The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will
lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life…Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I



say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again”(John 12:23-25; 27, 28). And when
they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the
other on the left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 23:33, 34).

Is the biblical Law still valid?

If Christ Jesus is the culmination of the Law that completes Judaism, is the Law relevant still? Jesus in His
resurrection intimated a transition when He told some that “it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46, 47). What does this mean? It means that one need believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Matt 26:63); that by His sufferings, by the shedding of His blood, and by
His vicarious death on the Cross, full atonement was made for the sins of mankind. His atonement, though
sufficient for all, is effectual only for those that believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

Justification by faith is the only way a sinner can grasp an eternity in God (Rom 3:28; 4:8; 5:1; Gal 2:16;
3:24). This saving faith in The Christ of God precedes repentance, baptism, Communion, works befitting
repentance, etc. which are altogether ineffectual to heal and seal the chasm between God and sinner (Isa
53:5-6, 11; Mark 10:45; Luke 24:46-48; John 1:29; 3:14-17; Acts 4:10-12; Rom 3:21-26; 4:17-25; 5:6-21; 1 Cor
6:20; 2 Cor 5:14-21; Gal 1:3-4; 3:13-14; Col 1:19-23; 1 Tim 2:3-6; Titus 2:11-14; Heb 2:9; 9:11-14; 13:12; 1 Pet
1:18-21; 2:19-25; 1 John 2:1-2). Let Judaism alone then, Christ Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life is now
the only means of salvation for all nations (John 14:6). Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12; Eph 2:8, 9; 3:16; Pro 20:27).

And to effect this potent truth, the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost to birth the Church fifty days
after the Passover. That the Messianic Church gradually drew an influx of Gentile converts that lived apart
from the Law, The Jerusalem Decree resolved the matter by exempting Gentiles from observing the Mosaic
Law. For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:
that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you
keep yourselves from these, you will do well (Acts 15:28, 29). But it was a certain Jew named Paul that gave
Christendom its charter. Paul, once a religious bigot bound by the curse of the law, courted the Gentiles with
his new-found freedom based on justification by faith (Rom 1-8).

But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” Yet the
law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by them.” ‘Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law,
having become a curse for us (for it is written,“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” (Gal 3:11-13). But we know
that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the
lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if
there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which
was committed to my trust (1 Tim 1:8-11).

So then, in the final analysis: that the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good (Rom 7:12)
is indisputable even admirableif only for its season. For the Law, weighed and found wanting, is
powerless to save a sinner bound for hell if only to condemn him for failure! Now we know that whatever the
law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become



guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the
knowledge of sin (Rom 3:19-20). Give the Lord His due then, the preservation of the saints rests on the
laurels of Christ alone! For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes (Rom 10:4).

2.3.5 Fear God

That man’s redemption from the curse of sin rests solely on the Messiah - The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) - the believer that is utterly corrupt in body, soul, and spirit has been
justified and redeemed from the curse of sin and death by the atoning work of Yeshua. And He Himself is
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world! (1 John 2:2). Jesus, being the
propitiation (satisfaction) for the sins of man once for all, is sufficient for all but effectual for some. What
does this mean? It means that His exhaustive work at Calvary albeit sufficient for all is effective only for
those that have embraced Him as The Christ of God (Luke 9:20; John 1:11; 17:6-26). Only those who have
believed The Christ of God can enjoy the divine exchange: that when God vented His wrath at Jesus on the
cross at Calvary, our sins were imputed on Him and the righteousness of Christ imputed on us.

But to think or suggest that God has exhausted His wrath in the body of Jesus for the sins of mankind
is yet another fallacy that trades the truth for a lie. It deceives man to think that no judgment awaits them
after death, that hell is but a metaphor and a delusion of vengeful men. Jesus Himself spoke this sober
truth: “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell;
yes, I say to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5). Who is He then that sits in judgment for sin? His Name, altogether
holy, is but a tetragrammaton - YHWH - expressed as LORD, Adonai or Yahweh. El-Shaddai (God Almighty),
albeit kind and gentle, need be feared beyond the cliché of “reverential awe”. And whilst the saints may
rest assured of mercy and rewards at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10; Rev 20:11), souls in lieu of
judgment are, in Jonathan Edwards (1741) proverbial words, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

When the LORD God stooped to knit Adam a covering for sin, was meekness passed for weakness? When
the LORD set a mark on Cain, did He tremble at the man? Was He wrangled by Abraham and bent His law to
bury Moses? Then again, no sovereignty but the LORD prevailed when it rained brimstone and fire on Sodom
and Gomorrah from the LORD out of heavens (Gen 19:24). “Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation
from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
and by great terrors..(Deut 4:34).’ This Majesty who led the massive exodus out Egyptian bondage to the
birth of a nationIsraelwill once again bathe His sword with the blood of His foes. O, that men would
buckle and prostrate in fear of God in lieu of an ineffectual daddy-God!

But as “familiarity breeds contempt” a different gospel likewise strips the sovereign LORD of His
Majesty for a whimsical “daddy-God” (Ps 33; John 3:36; 2 Cor 11:3, 4; 12-15; Gal 1:6-10). And if the occult
can conjure a different gospel (2 Cor 11:4), what more of bible-believing saints that tinker with Scripture? For
when one labors on a doctrine at the exclusion of others, a fallacy ferments over a strange fire (Lev 10:1;
Num 3:4). He that drinks of it produces good and bad fruit. Fallacies have therefore soiled Christians
everywhere. And with a famine of the Word (John 1:1; 5:39; Luke 24:25-44) these days due to a lack of
expository preaching and teaching, bible illiteracy has numbed the Lord’s sheep to core truths if only to
cajole them into every wind of false doctrine peddled by Church age charlatans.



Of these, Jesus had long warned us all: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves…Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ (Matt 7:15; 21-23; 15:14;
23:33; 24:4, 5)

If Jesus had identified the many false christs and false prophets as being among the sheepfold then, what
more of the present glut of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers should they be all but
pontificates that prefigure the beast and the False Prophet (Eph 4:11; Rev 13:5; Dan 7:20; 11:36). Shall their
works thenbeing the working of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wondersbe but chaff in the furnace
that beckons the beast and the False Prophet (Rev 19:20)?

Paul too in guarding his flock sounded the clarion call: The coming of the lawless one is according to the
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send
them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth
but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess 2:10-13).

So, like the saints of Berea who ‘were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so’ (Acts 17:11), be
wary of the unbiblical teachings and cryptic practices that many have unwittingly embraced as truth
whilst Judeo-Christian buzzwords such as sin, repentance, fear of the LORD, Judgment Seat of Christ, the Great
White Throne, are all but rare if not absent from the pulpit ministry let alone the vernacular of today’s
postmodern believer. Would it be that leaders of yesteryear and today need give a greater account for this
before the Judgment Seat of Christ, if not the Great White Throne should they have all been but hireling
shepherds?

Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you
continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off (Rom 11:20-22). It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God….For our God is a consuming fire (Heb 10:3; 11:29).

[NB Church fallacy is elaborated in 5.2.1 Premonitions of the Beast and the False Prophet]

A prelude to The Day of the Lord

A man of war that reeks of madness,
Insane and bent to do His will

My father’s sword that drips with fatness
Is whet for one more kill!

He rises like a man that staggers
From nights of heavy drink

And sallies forth on deadly tremors
That men of valor cringe.

When nations crumbled, rolled and ran



Against the hail that rained from One
Did any one ‘restrain His hand

Or say to Him, “What have You done?”’

My father’s God will no more lend
His sacred Name for fun

Your knees will bend, your souls will rent
When Armageddon’s done! LSJ

(inspired by The Song of Moses. Numbers 15; Daniel 4:35)


Fig. 32 THE ASCENSION  oil 



Fig. 34 PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM (Psalm 122:6)  oil 

As the fig tree blossoms and morals decay
As the armies surround Jerusalem so haste the day!

In Christ my stake no mark I take
So raise Your blade and have my head! LSJ (Rev 20:4)

PART II

Should the study of The Revelation of Jesus Christ seem daunting, it ought not. The Book of Revelation is all
but the work of John during his exile on the island of Patmos.38 But could a tortured soul be mindful of an

38 Foxe John, Fox's Book of Martyrs Or A History of the Lives, Sufferings, and Triumphant Deaths of the Primitive Protestant
Martyrs (1563). ed. William Byron Forbush. Christian Classics Ethereal Library. n. d. Web. 7 Oct 2012.



audience to whom his letter would be read aloud? Give the Lord His due then, for despite his ordeal John
sizzled with a living hope (1 Peter 1:3) and an oracle spiked with symbols, metaphors and numbers.39

Should this potent message be unraveled in sequential order its lush unnerving tableau points to the
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ, the Millennial Kingdom, New Jerusalem and eternity. Apocalypse, that comes
from the Greek word apocalupsis, means revealing, unveiling or disclosure. Apocalyptic literature having
emerged from the phenomenon of prophecy, distinguished itself via eschatological motifs in the books of
Daniel (7–12), Isaiah (24–27; 55-56), Ezekiel (37–41), Joel (3-4) and Zechariah (9–14). Apocalyptic literature
eventually became a graphic sensation in Persian and Hellenistic spheres.

ESCHATOLOGY

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matt 24:3)

Eschatology originates from two Greek words meaning last (eschatos) and study (logos lit. discourse).
According to Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry (CARM) eschatology is ‘The study of the
teachings in the Bible concerning the end times, or of the period of time dealing with the return of Christ
and the events that follow. Eschatological subjects include the Resurrection, the Rapture, the Tribulation,
the Millennium, the Binding of Satan, the Two Witnesses, the Final Judgment, Armageddon, and The New
Heavens and the New Earth. In the New Testament, eschatological chapters include Matthew 24, Mark 13,
Luke 17, and 2 Thessalonians 2.’

The approach to eschatology which may define a believer’s approach to life and eternity, may be
classified as either preterist, historicist, futurist or idealist. To the preterist (meaning past), most if not all of
the events in Revelation occurred in the first century when the Romans sacked Jerusalem in 70 AD. To the
historist, the key that unveils Church history is to decipher symbols and appropriate them according to the
milieu, persons, issues, etc. To the futurist of historic premillennialism or chiliasm, the prospect of a literal
1000-year reign of Christ awaits; even as its offshoot - the dispensationalist - foresees the fulfillment for the
Jews escalate when the Lord returns for His Bridethe Church. Idealists, in contrast, refute the concept of
a literal millennial kingdom if only a symbol of good triumphing over evil. Amillennials, with a prefix that
means ‘no’ and a tendency to spiritualize scripture, views Christ ruling since His ascension.
Postmillennialism, in its positive approach of a victorious eschatology, sees Christian triumphalism on
earth as the key that ushers the Second Advent.

Apologist S. Michael Houdmann says, ‘Of the four, only the futurist approach interprets Revelation
in the grammatical-historical method as the rest of Scripture. It is also a better fit with Revelation’s own
claim to be prophecy (Revelation 1:3; 22:7, 10, 18, 19).’ “Who are the 144,000?” GotQuestions.org. Futurism
sees the Tribulation, the Second Advent and the Millennium Kingdom as future conditions for the nation
of Israel. As for the church, if there be one prophetic event it is the rapture.

Personally, an approach that is less liberal yet literal in interpreting Scripture is that of dispensational

39 Gilbert Desrosiers (2000), An Introduction to Revelation. London: Continuum. p38-57.



theology. ‘Dispensationalism40 as a branch of the futurist school of thought, is an approach to biblical
interpretation which states that God uses different means of working with people (Israel and the Church)
during different periods of history, usually seven chronologically successive periods. However,
dispensational division of history varies among its adherents from three periods, to four, seven, and eight
dispensations. Seven is the most common. 1) Innocence (Genesis 1 -3) - Adam and Eve before they sinned,
2) Conscience (Genesis 3-8) - First sin to the flood 3) Civil Government (Genesis 9-11) - After the flood,
government 4) Promise (Genesis 12-Ex. 19) - Abraham to Moses, the Law is given 5) Law (Exodus 20 - Acts
2:4) - Moses to the cross 6) Grace (Acts 2:4 - Revelation 20:3) - Cross to the millennial kingdom 7) Millennial
Kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6) – The rule of Christ on earth in the millennial kingdom.’ Matt Slick “What is
dispensationalism?” Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry.

Dispensational theology, in contrast to Christian Reconstruction41 that has the Church supersede the
Jews, distinguishes the Church from Israel by appropriating the covenantal promises of God to her (Gen
12:1-3; 15:9-17; Deut 28:1; 30:3-5; 34; 2 Sam 7:10-17; Ps 37:11; Ezek 20:42-44; Zech 14:17; Matt 5:5). The pre-
tribulation rapture is therefore a befitting dispensational concept that vouchsafes for the Church and Israel
as distinct entities. Non-dispensationalists and covenantalists of Reformed Theology likewise affirm a pre-
tribulation rapture. Had not Paul confined the Tribulation to Israel and not the Bride of Christ? For God has
not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (Jer 30:2-9; Ezek 20-33-38; Dan
9:24; 5:1-10; Matt 24; 1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:9). Israel shall one day buckle under the weight of chastisement,
repent as a nation and turn to her Messiah Yeshua. And so all Israel will be saved (Rom 11:26).

NB The approach to eschatology in this book favors a literal and less liberal interpretation of
Scripture incorporating feeds from bible commentators of differing persuasions yet predominantly
premillennial and dispensational. Scripture also states clearly that God has promised to restore Israel to her
land for a period of judgment and redemption. When the Tribulation begins (and Daniel cites several
reasons why Israel must suffer seven years of Tribulation) God’s wrath shall sieve a world while He
chastises Israel for sins committed under the Mosaic Covenant. Jeremiah declared that although the time of
Jacob's troubles shall see the judgment of God, Israel will ultimately be saved.

Recommended study: New Testament Scripture on Eschatology: Matthew 24:4-51; Mark 13:1-37;
Luke 17:23-37; 21:5-36; 1 Corinthians 15:55-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:1-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 1

40 Vine's Expository Dictionary. Dispensation (Strong’s G3622 oikonomia): primarily signifies "the management of a
household or of household affairs" (oikos, "a house," nomos, "a law"); then the management or administration of the property of
others, and so "a stewardship," Luke 16:2-4.. Note: A "dispensation" is not a period or epoch (a common, but erroneous, use of
the word), but a mode of dealing, an arrangement, or administration of affairs.

Easton's Bible Dictionary. Dispensation: (Gr. oikonomia, "management," "economy") (1.) The method or scheme according
to which God carries out his purposes towards men is called a dispensation. There are usually reckoned three dispensations, the
Patriarchal, the Mosaic or Jewish, and the Christian. (See Covenant, Administration of.) These were so many stages in God's
unfolding of his purpose of grace toward men. The word is not found with this meaning in Scripture. (2.) A commission to
preach the gospel (1Cr 9:17; Eph 1:10; 3:2; Col 1:25). Dispensations of Providence are providential events which affect men either
in the way of mercy or of judgment.

41 David Chilton is his book, Days of Vengeance, says “The Book of Revelation is not about the Second Coming of Christ. It
is about the destruction of Israel and Christ’s victory over His enemies in the establishment of the New Covenant Temple. In
fact, as we shall see, the word coming as used in the Book of Revelation never refers to the Second Coming.” (p. 43). Cf. H.
Wayne House and Thomas Ice. Dominion Theology: Blessing or Curse? An Analysis of Christian Reconstructionism. Colorado
Springs, CO: Multnomah Press, 1988.



Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-7; 2 Peter 3:3-13; Revelation 1:7-8; 4; 20:4-15. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, The
Footsteps of the Messiah: A Study of the Sequence of Prophetic Events (Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 1983);
Charles Ryrie, Dispensationalism (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2007); John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of
Jesus Christ (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 1989).

3. PENTECOST 32 AD: DANIEL’S 70th WEEK? BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD!

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. “Know therefore and understand, that from the
going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there
shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublesome times. “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be
with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which
is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”42 (Dan 9:24-27)

Man throughout the ages have conjured for themselves gods and saviors vested in religion, philosophy
and folklore. Some have even claimed to be God. Yet there is only one who, millenniums before he
arrivedbeing independent and immanentpredicted his birth, death, bodily resurrection, ascension and
his Second Advent. All that was prophesied of Him in times past by Moses, the Prophets and the Psalmists
are chronicled in the annals of Jewish history. Even Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied his
eschatological return“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to
convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way,
and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” (Jude 14-15).

And should Isaiah’s oracle (739 BC) be regarded with Daniel’s interpretation of the last of four
Gentile kingdoms, it infers that the year of the Lord that marked the Messiah’s debut dawned some 500 years
later under Imperial Rome (Is 61:1, 2; Dan 2; Luke 4:16-20; Matt 2:1-12).43 That Messiah was Yeshua.

Daniel was however denied this revelation save for a projected timeline of the last days that consisted

42 Bible scholars have debated over the authenticity of the Book of Daniel with regards to its date, its author and political
climate. The Lord Himself however identified Daniel as the prophet who spoke of the “abomination of desolation” (cf. 9:27; 11:31;
12:11) in the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24:15-16 (cf. also Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20).

43 A non-literal approach to Daniel chapter 2 has commonly ascribed the first three empires to Babylon, Medo-Persia and
Greece whilst the fourth kingdom being the two legs of the image has some regard it as Rome. John Walvoord states that “The
two legs represent the divided aspect of the Roman Empire into its Eastern and Western divisions. The feet stage, including the
implied ten toes, is yet future and is related to the period just before the second coming of Christ. This interpretation involves
the thesis that the Roman Empire in some form or fashion will be revived and therefore the toes representing a ten-nation
confederacy are yet to be fulfilled.” Rome, as the last of the four Gentile thrones, was evoked some (five) centuries later in John’s
vision as the one that will spearhead the Tribulation until the Lord’s return. Daniel has thus identified ancient Rome as the people
from which the prince who is to come, that is, the Antichrist.



of 70 weeks: each day of a week representing a year. According to the Ancient Near East, a year comprised
of 360 days allotted in 12 months based on a 30-day lunar cycle.44 The 70 weeks multiplied by 7 years that
equaled to 490 years kicked off in Nehemiah’s day (423 BC) with the construction of the city wall of
Jerusalem. 483 years later, Yeshua ha Mashiach made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Although many
hailed Him as the Messiah, Jesus was ultimately rejected by Israel’s religious elite. When Jesus was tried
and crucified by Roman law purportedly on 11 April 32 AD, that historic day effected Daniel’s 69th week
that declared ‘the Messiah shall be cut off.’

Fig. 33 The Passover Lamb  acrylic 

‘Yeshua died on Passover, rose from the dead on the Jewish Feast of Firstfruits and the Holy
Spirit was poured out on Jerusalem on the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot). These are three of the
most significant days in history, and God caused each one of them to happen on the three most
significant days to Jews during the spring of 30CE.’ Ron Cantor.45

44 RayStedman, Four Terrible Horsemen, Rev 6:1-17, RayStedman.org.
45 Ron Cantor. "Ten ‘Jewish Facts’ You Need to Know About the New Testament." Messiah's Mandate. 15 Aug 2012. Web.

30 Aug 2013.



Fig.  34 WHERE'S THE SPIRIT, PETER? (DAY OF PENTECOST Acts1:1-11 )  oil 

Synopsis: A satire on a clueless lot gathered in the upper room to partake of the bread and wine after the
ascension of Christ: the disciples are disillusioned and presses Peter for answers to the future. See Fig. 17
for Eucharist Pontifications by Alvin Kimel. 15 April 2004. Web. 4 Apr 2013)



3.1 The Church (32 AD - 95 AD, and counting)

Fifty days after the Passover in which Jesus instituted the New Testament, Pentecost inaugurated the birth
of the Church age. It was there in the upper room that the Holy Spirit descended upon 120 worshippers as
of a rushing mighty wind (Acts 1-2). To explain the phenomena, Peter took Joel’s prophecy (835-805 BC) to
task and harvested 3000 converts at his first gospel rally. Thus, the church was born with a big bang!

“And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. And
also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. “And I will
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the
Lord. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the remnant whom the
Lord calls. Joel 2:28-3246

Church or ecclesia (Gr.) is an assembly of citizens. The Septuagint refers it as the congregation of Israel but
with a twist: for since the day of Pentecost it occurs that God shows no partiality when he visited the Gentiles
to take out of them a people for His name (Acts 15:14). ‘Thus Bible scholars like to call the entire age of the
church the great parenthesis since this is one of several instances recorded in the Bible where the
continuous thread of the history of Israel's redemption can be seen to have been interrupted by a long
delay. This interval is also the time between Daniel's 69th and 70th week when the prophetic clock with
regard to Israel has been stopped.’ Lambert Dolphin, “False Messiahs, Antichrists and Modern Caesars”
(1995). Simply said then, should a parenthesis or a gap-theory be taken into account, the period from
Pentecost AD 32 to the present is the Church age.

God has since redeemed a people comprising of Jew and Gentile so as to create in Himself one new man
from the two (Eph 2; Rom 9:24, 25; 11). And as the Israel of God (Gal 6:16) became increasingly Gentile since
the conversion of Cornelius, the Jerusalem Council in ascribing salvation as a work of grace through faith
in Christ Jesus effected a formal separation of Christianity from Judaism (Acts 10:34; 15:6-14; Gal 2:21; Eph
2:11-18; Matt 13).

Among the elect God raised to spread the Good News was Paul. Much of the early mission work in
the Mediterranean circuit has been credited to this Jewish saint. But barely fifty years into her history (Acts
2), the bride of Christ ran foul of God when she played the harlot. For despite some favorable aspects of
the seven churches in Asia Minor (modern Turkey) judgment stood against most for apathy, idolatry,
heresy, debauchery, etc. (Rev 2:1-3:22)

Has the Church repented since or has she bent further to a decadent world?

46 It also implies that when the Church has fulfilled her term the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord the latter
half of Joel’s prophecy shall usher literal supernatural signs and wonders. Herein lies a premise that the Bride of Christ may
grace the first half of the Tribulation period before she is raptured. Further study: Moriel Archive, Does the Church Age End with
the Day of the Lord? Web. 31 Jul 2012.



Further study: Ezekiel 34: Irresponsible Shepherds; The Book of Jude: The Judgment on False Teachers;
Old and New Apostates; Apostates Depraved and Doomed; Apostates Predicted; Revelation 1-3 The
Seven Churches (that is the body of believers): The Loveless, The Persecuted, The Compromising, The
Corrupt, The Dead, The Faithful, The Lukewarm.

A Bride no fairer

You are the teacher of Your people
A Jew of great devise

The Savior of the Hebrews
That saved a Gentile damned as I

But Jewish hate let Legacy
Cast her evil eye

They nailed You high upon that tree:
Cursed, disfigured and despised

Despite the Law they held so zealously
They watched You wail and die

Despite the Law they held so zealously
The age of grace arrived

Are we, the latter, now Your people
The Jew to be denied?

The cross atop our steeples
Is all but mangled truth and hype!

This God that passes for a shiver
Is tampered with at length

He’ll dance a jig and twirl and whisper,
“I’ll buddy-up as friend.”

What’s this for a savior
That bends to sinful men

To every filthy lucre
He deals a sweet “Amen“?

The Law of Moses warned you
A Prophet-King was sent

The wrath of God will hold you
Accountable and bent



O God, have mercy on our souls
We’re still but sinful men

With senses few and far from honed
We’ve held You in contempt LSJ

Had Daniel known the affairs of the Church he would have despaired. He however was given grasp of the
final week of the 490-year period. That final week, often conveyed as Daniel's seventieth week, lingers until
the Antichrist comes on cue to sign a seven-year treaty with Israel. It was the apostle Paul rather, among
the other epistle writers, that warned the Church: ‘...Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the
natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who
fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.’ (Rom
11:20-22). Apostasy however prevailed that (opposed to the victorious eschatology of postmillennialism
that vouchsafes for Christian triumphalism on earth to usher the Second Advent) the falling away shall
intensify and climax at the campaign of Armageddon when Christ suddenly returns in the clouds as the
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS with His cavalry of saints and hosts of angels. Will the Lord
remove His Bride before His Advent or must she endure His seven bowls of judgment like some battered
bride? (Rev 6-19)47

3.2 The Decentralized Temple

If no mortal has seen the glory of God and lived, what then is the ultimate revelation of God if not this: the
man Christ Jesus was God48 veiled in the flesh! And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). That Jesus was akin to
God was foretold by Isaiah (739 BC) when he proclaimed the Messiah as the Everlasting Father (9:6). A
paradigm now occurred viz. a decentralized temple. For as the Word became flesh - that God dwelt or
tabernacled among men - Jesus declared his elect as hosting God’s presence “..For indeed, the kingdom of God

47 1) ‘The primary literary sources for information about Second Temple Judaism are Ezra-Nehemiah, the Books of the
Maccabees and other Biblical Apocrypha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Old Testament pseudepigrapha, the works of Josephus and
Philo, the Mishnah, and the New Testament and New Testament Apocrypha.’ Wikipedia “Second Temple Judaism.” 2) Titus
Flavius Josephus (37–c.100). Josephus recorded Jewish history, with special emphasis on the 1st century AD and the First
Jewish–Roman War, including the Siege of Masada, but the imperial patronage of his work has sometimes caused it to be
characterized as pro-Roman propaganda. His most important works were The Jewish War (c.75) and Antiquities of the Jews (c.94).
The Jewish War recounts the Jewish revolt against Roman occupation (66–70). Antiquities of the Jews recounts the history of the
world from a Jewish perspective for an ostensibly Roman audience. These works provide valuable insight into 1st century
Judaism and the background of Early Christianity. Wikipedia “Josephus” Web. 1 Oct 2012.

48 “Hypostatic Union. This is the union of the two natures (Divine and human) in the person of Jesus. Jesus is God in
flesh (John 1:1,14; 10:30-33; 20:28; Phil 2:5-8; Heb 1:8). He is fully God and fully man (Col 2:9); thus, he has two natures: God and
man. He is not half God and half man. He is 100% God and 100% man. He never lost his divinity. He continued to exist as God
when he became a man and added human nature to Himself (Phil 2:5-11). Therefore, there is a "union in one person of a full
human nature and a full divine nature." Right now in heaven there is a man, Jesus, who is our Mediator between us and God the
Father (1 Tim 2:5).”“What is Hypostatic Union? Define Hypostatic Union.” Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry. Web. 15
Dec 2013.



is within you” (Luke 17:21). This phenomenon intensified at the institution of the Lord’s supper when His
disciples ingested the consecrated bread to be the individual components of the body of Christ.49 Its
defining moment came at Pentecost when believers were baptized in the Holy Spirit. This indwelling
evidences that the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands (Acts 7:48).

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And
His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (9:6).

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it…And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-5; 14).

“And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it them, saying, “This is my body which is
given for you, do this in remembrance of Me. Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new cup in my blood, which is shed for you.”  (Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Cor 11: 17-34)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you? (1 Cor 3:16)

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Cor 5: 20-21)

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,
till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—
Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to
the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love. (Eph 4:11-16)

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Matt 28:19, 20)

Who then will warn of that fateful hour when the Christ suddenly returns in the clouds as the KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS with His cavalry of saints and hosts of angels? The Apocalypse of John is

49 ‘Christ makes himself present in the Eucharist for communion.’ Alvin Kimel, Eucharist Pontifications.



therefore a clarion call for mankind to brace themselves against a God who has promised infernal horror
for the damned and eternal security for the elect. Jesusthe peaceful Savior full of grace and truth (John
1:14)is a sheer terror at His Second Advent!

Is the Church effective in her ministry of reconciliation (1 Pet 2:5) in every crooked generation? Or has
her bent rendered her ineffectual even to present another Jesus, a different spirit and a different gospel (2 Cor
11:4)?

3.3 The Fall of the Second Temple in 70 AD

Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the
buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to
you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Matt 24:1, 2)

If the buildings of the temple were a manifest goodness of God to Israel, why did Jesus pronounce judgment?
With a decentralized temple, did these now personify the bigot of Jewish ancestry? For in saying to the
Lord, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be
made free’?” (John 8:32),  some fabricated Jewish history. Truth is, surpassing the fact that ancient Israel was
called out of Egypt as  slaves, Jews were subject to consecutive foreign rule in recent eras viz. Babylonia,
Medo-Persia and Greece (cf. Dan 2). And when Alexander’s empire crumbled after his death in 323 BC, the
civil strive that clawed at the nation’s fabric eventually drew Rome to quash the mayhem in its line of
conquests. Having been in bondage since, the Jews spurned the Lord in hope of a Messiah that would
deliver them from Roman oppression. But as long as the Jews spurned Yeshua, bent the Law and exalted
rabbinical thought and sects, theirs was a onerous hope never to materialize (Hosea 5:15; Zech 12:10-14;
Luke 6:15; 20:27; 23:18 Mark 12:18, Matt 22:23; 23:1; Acts 5:17; 23:8; 5:33-42, Gamaliel’s advice).

“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His
commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you
and overtake you: “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. ..“The Lord
will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them and flee seven
ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth…(Deut 28:15, 16;
25)

..they made you desolate and swallowed you up on every side, so that you became the possession of the
rest of the nations, and you are taken up by the lips of talkers and slandered by the people” (Ezek 36:3)

“I will sow them among the peoples, and they shall remember Me in far countries; they shall live,
together with their children, and they shall return. (Zech 10:9)

Did Jesus simmer against this generation (Matt 24:34)? Did He ignite the apocalypse by His spoken word?
For judgment on Jerusalem arrived in the form of Roman legions led by General Titus. These, as God-sent,
besieged the walled city occupied by Jewish insurrectionists since 66 AD. Cornered, drained and deprived
of basic needs, the rebels turned to grisly horror. When Jerusalem finally fell to Rome in 70 AD that
glistening Temple was utterly humiliated to the tune of the Lord‘s word that ‘not one stone shall be left here



upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”50 Smelted gold trickling through the cracks of the fallen stones
came only as a result of the fire that razed the temple.

Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish,
and that 97,000 were captured and enslaved, including Simon bar Giora and John of Giscala [Josephus, The
Wars of the Jews VI.9.3] “The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the spectacle from without.
Men and women, old and young, insurgents and priests, those who fought and those who entreated
mercy, were hewn down in indiscriminate carnage. The number of the slain exceeded that of the slayers.
The legionaries had to clamber over heaps of dead to carry on the work of extermination.” Many fled to
areas around the Mediterranean. Titus reportedly refused to accept a wreath of victory, saying that the
victory did not come through his own efforts but that he had merely served as an instrument of God's
wrath. The Arch of Titusa frieze depicting Roman soldiers carrying off Jewish booty such as the
menorahstands in Rome to this day as a testimony of God’s sovereignty and severity.

50 Flavius Josephus, “The Temple of Jerusalem.” The Jewish War 5.5.2-6 198-227. See also Chronology of the War According
to Josephus Part 7, The Fall of Jerusalem. Josephus.org. n. d. Web. 3 Feb 2014. NB The historical events of 70 AD is the basis of St.
Augustine’s realized eschatology adopted by preterists and some idealists.



Fig. 35 The Beginning of Birth Pangs  oil 



Fig. 36 Jesus (30 AD) Foretold the Destruction of the Temple. Matthew 24  oil 



Fig. 37 The Wandering Jew  oil 

Ode to the Fathers

GOD broke the silence and spoke into your heart
Your search for truth was strangely met.
So you sent the old asunder and waded through the new
Knowing little of your perennial wander.
In the land that would one day be called your own
You spilled the truth that wrestled within your bosom;
Someone heard, another believed, and handed down the tradition
Which also came to me and I, too, believed.
But how could I, a Gentile man of Indian import and Christ in me, come to despise you?
No, my fathers, deem me a curse and I’m still a figment of your creed, a heathen seed
So brave and strong, not knowing what’s right from wrong or what awaits the end
‘til news spilled from the desert, a nomad’s tale perhaps
Of one who dared forsake his gods and pleasure for just a simple faith
Wherein lies our treasure: “Hear O Israel. The LORD your GOD the LORD is one.”
So now I hear my God’s a Semite, and still, a God of love.
He made me think, gave me a robe, a wedding ring, a culture to replace shame, a hope,
A drive, a cherished name, and soon I’ll hear the angels sing!
Yes, I believe in Adam, old Moses and his Law,
The Covenants, Prophets, Kings and Nation, the Land, the Temple and its fall
I believe the Hebrews engendered the perpetual Jew: of cheats, saints, and apostate.
Intellectually-subversive, these noble laureates are not a few
And though they wrangled, fought and perished, and bequeathed the unlikely Messiah,
Their sin, their kin, their very skin, their blood secured my righteousness
Or else, God damn you!
So because of Jesus the so-called Christ: the Semitic God who embraced the Gentiles,
Of Adam and Noah and that whimsical ark, there is no denial.
Even the Devil’s schemes make simple sense! Not that I can understand
But the spirit that seizes the inner man wills me to understand Zion,
The Holocaust, the Road Map..
The truth is as clear as the skies above,
Watch.
LSJ



Fig. 38  Herzl’s Dream  oil 



Fig. 39 The Birth of the modern State of Israel (1948)Jerusalem in Palestinian Hands  oilacrylic 

4. PRETRIBULATION EVENTS:

4.1 The Birth of the modern State of Israel (1948)
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often
I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say,
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ” (Matt 23:37-39)

Robbed of their land and their Temple, the Jews were left little but to effect the Diaspora (dispersion). The
Jewish Diaspora thus birthed the proverbial wandering Jew that roamed the earth if only to establish the
Mizrahi, Sephardim and Ashkenazim communities.51 Wherever a Jewish community flourished a
synagogue arose as a centre for corporate worship and communal life. Judaism, long absolved of the

51 ‘There are several subgroups of Jews with different culture and traditions. Ashkenazic: Descendants of Jews from
France, Germany and Eastern Europe; Sephardi: Descendants of Jews from Spain, Portugal, North Africa and Middle East;
Mizrahi: Descendants of Jews from North Africa and Middle East. Other subgroups are Yemenite, Ethiopian and Oriental.
‘Tracey R. Rich. Judaism 101 Ashkenazic and Sephardic Jews. 1995-2011. Web. 1 Oct 2013.



Levitical priesthood that dissolved with the fall of the Temple, was now steered by scribes and rabbis.
These also ensure that laments over the destruction of both the first and second temples are (still) offered
yearly as the Jewish fast Tisha B'Av.

But while the Jews prospered abroad, her Land that was renamed Palestine by the Romans
languished in the hands of successive oppressors. That, however, was not final according to Scripture.

It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and
Shinar, from Hamath and the islands of the sea. (Is 11:11)

Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the earth be made to give birth in one
day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion was in labor, she gave birth to her children.
(Is 66:8)

“As I live,” says the Lord God, “surely with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury
poured out, I will rule over you. I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the
countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured
out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will plead My case with you face
to face. Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will plead
My case with you,” says the Lord God. “I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into
the bond of the covenant; I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against Me;
I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then
you will know that I am the Lord. (Ezek 20:33-38)

Was there ever a nation decimated and dispersed if only to return to their Land millenniums later to be re-
established as a nation? “Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation from the midst of another nation,
by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to
all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?” (Deut 4:34) Israel alone may boast of this
phenomenon - twice! Hers however was a road less-traveled.

To recapitulate, Scripture records her exodus from Egypt if only a slave called out to be a theocratic
nation. Failure to keep the Law however invoked the judgment of God (Deut 28: 15-68). Thus when the
northern kingdom fell to Assyria in 722 BC, the southern kingdom trailed her when Babylonian forces
sacked Jerusalem on 14 August 586 BC. God nonetheless followed the Jews into exile as they birthed
synagogues and scribes that documented Jewish history. King Cyrus (539 BC) of the Medo-Persian empire
even heeded the plight of the Babylonian exiles and helped them return home whereupon post-exilic Jews
rebuilt the walls of the city (Jer 25; 2 Chr 36:22; Ezra 1). Celebrated as it was, the Jews were still denied
sovereignty under a succession of foreign governments save for a bout of local Hasmonean rule from 165-
138 BC. But that too dissolved when Imperial Rome annexed her. Then 70 AD arrived when Rome
delivered a death-blow to the Jewish uprising. With the death toll running into hundreds of thousands
Jerusalem fell, the Temple was razed, the Jews scattered.

And while the Jews wandered the earth as a displaced people and prospered, her Land that was
renamed Syria Palestine (135 AD) by the Romans languished in the hands of successive oppressors from
late antiquity to the atomic age (100 AD-1945). A fate so divinely deconstructed gave some Christians the



reason to reconstruct a belief that the Church had superseded the ethnic Jew to be the Israel of God (Deut
28: 15-68; Matt 27:35; Luke 22:20; Rom 2:29; Gal 6:16). Jews, bigots at best and accursed still, became the
proverbial wandering Jew and ‘Christ-killer.‘52 It seemed that everywhere he went, anti-Semitism taunted
himeven by self-hating Jews. Theodor Lessing's Juedischer Selbsthass (Berlin, 1930) explains this Jewish
enigma. ‘To the self-hating Jew, all misfortune derives from the fact that one is Jewish. The Jews, moreover,
are held responsible for their own fate and are therefore “to blame for all their misfortunes.” Clinical
reports by Lessing include Jews who urge the Aryans to exterminate the Jews like vermin, and others who
remained childless or even committed suicide so as “to remove the stain of Jewishness from mankind.“
Lessing therefore describes Jewish self-hatred as an acute pathology of psychosis. Jewish Virtual Library.
“Self-Hatred, Jewish.” Web. n. d 17 Jul 2014.

If tribulation defines a Jew, cynicism is justifiably Jewish especially when 5.8 million Jews were culled
by Hitler’s regime in World War II.53 Or was a resounding triumph of the eternal Jew? Then again, were
Jews liberated in its aftermath? Or were they truly liberated by being secular? Has the existential Jew toyed
with tradition? Can Israel still acclaim her firstborn rights? What more need she endure before God made
good of His explicit promise to restore Israel? Celebrated as the War of Independence in 1948, Jerusalem
nonetheless remained elusive when it fell to Jordan. Only the 6-Day War can claim that, for the first time in
nearly 2000 years, the Old City rested in Jewish hands. That day7th June 1967marked a glorious day
for Israel when it evidenced God had never abandoned the apple of His eye (Zech 2:8).

I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew….For I do not
desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own
opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And

52 An early documented accusation that Jews were responsible for the death of Jesus came in a homily in 167 AD
attributed to Melito of Sardis entitled Peri Pascha. This text blames the Jews for allowing King Herod and Caiaphas to execute
Jesus, despite their calling as God's people (i.e., both were Jewish). It says “you did not know, O Israel, that this one was the
firstborn of God.” The author does not attribute particular blame to Pontius Pilate, but only mentions that Pilate washed his
hands of guilt. “Jewish deicide” Wikipedia. Web 18 Jul 2014.

‘There is a growing heresy amongst Christians that claims the church is the new Israel. It is called replacement theology
and in our opinion at the PMI Center, while it is the most damning, anti-Semitic heterodoxy in the world it is easily refuted by
proper Biblical exegesis. Distinguished Bible authority Dr. Thomas Ice agrees: “Replacement theology is the view that the
church is the new or true Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded Israel as the people of God. Another term, often
found in academic circles, for replacement theology is supersessionism. Replacement theology has been the fuel that has
energized Medieval anti-Semitism, Eastern European pogroms, the Holocaust and contemporary disdain for the modern state of
Israel. Mike Vlach notes: ‘The acceptance or rejection of supersessionism may also influence how one views the modern state of
Israel and events in the Middle East.’ Wherever replacement theology has flourished, the Jews have had to run for cover.” PMI
Center for Biblical Studies, Replacement Theology Refuted. Web. 10 Aug 2013. Vlach, Michael J. The Church as a Replacement of Israel:
An Analysis of Supersessionism. (PhD dissertation at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC, 2004); Has the
Church Replaced Israel: A Theological Evaluation. Nashville, TN: B&H, 2010; Ray Stedman, The Near East in Prophecy June 10, 1967;
Fruchtenbaum, Arnold. Israelology–the Missing Link in Systematic Theology. Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 1994; Larry James,
Abraham’s Journey to Christ (2005). 130; Eschatology: Doctrine of the End Times by Gary Gilley at www.svchapel.org

53 The Jewish Virtual Library, “The Holocaust.” n. d. The Holocaust Wing Jewish Virtual Library. Web. 7 Oct 2012. Robert A.
Graham, S.J. “The Vatican & the Holocaust: The Controversy over the Alleged Silence of Pope Pius XII in World War II.”
Catholic League Publication Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights. 1987. Web. 3 Feb 2014. Gilbert, Martin. Never Again: A
History of the Holocaust. NY: Universe, 2000.



so all Israel will be saved.. (Rom 11:1, 2; 25, 26)

“We are a generation that settles the land, and without the steel helmet and the cannon's fire we will not
be able to plant a tree and build a home.” Moshe Dayan, April 1956.54

Behold then the perennial Jew: he perseveres despite the pangs, persecutions and pogroms because
of a covenant drafted and sealed by the hand of God to preserve him. Pharaoh beheld this solemn truth
millenniums ago when Moses (ca.1300-1200 BC) declared to his face a fact that resonates with the eternal
Jew. ‘Thus says the Lord: “Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But
if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn.”’” (Ex 4:21-23 cf. Matt 2:15, 2 Co 1:20; Jer 16,
Deut 30:1-5; Ezek 34, 36, 37). Paul, millenniums later, has labored to stress that national and spiritual Israel
are not one and the same. Spiritual Israel is a mysterythat only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham (Gal
3:7). Secular Israel, unregenerate as she is today, has nonetheless bent to the predetermined will of God:
that the Jews must first return to the Promised Land before the Messiah returns. Jesus Himself disclosed in
the parable of the fig tree that a return of Jews to Jewish soil precedes His Advent (Luke 21: 20-33). Is not
Israel presently teeming with Jews that have made aliyah (the return) from more than twenty five different
lands? Amazing yet is the fact that above the din of some eighty five different languages, the Hebrew
tongue is heard!

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “They shall again use this speech in the land of Judah
and in its cities, when I bring back their captivity..’ (Jer 31:23)

Come, and let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will
bind us up. After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in
His sight. Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. His going forth is established as the
morning; He will come to us like the rain, like the latter and former rain to the earth (Hos 6:1-3).

Celebrated as the Jews are in the Promised Land, peace will continue to elude Israel and the Jew in this
Palestinian hotbed. Moshe Dayan affirmed this fact in April 1956 through an eulogy that said, “We are a
generation that settles the land, and without the steel helmet and the cannon's fire we will not be able to plant a tree
and build a home.” Peace on Israel. elusive as it seems, will dawn when she repents corporately for rejecting
her Messiah Yeshua and ‘Baruch haba b'Shem Adonai’ (Ps 118:26 cf. Matt 23:39) becomes the clarion call of
the Jews for the Prince of Peace (Is 9:6) to return to the Mount of Olives from where He ascended. Only then
will Israel be at peace as a nation of Messianic believers. And so all Israel will be saved (Rom 11:26).

So then, Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls,
prosperity within your palaces.” For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

54 This is from a funeral oration delivered in April 1956 by Moshe Dayan, then chief of the Israel Defense Forces. Dayan, a
seminal figure in Israeli history, was honoring a settler killed in a kibbutz near the border with the Gaza Strip, then technically
under Egyptian control. The thin slice of land had seen an influx of Palestinian refugees after Israel's 1948 war of independence,
as Israeli forces seized and razed myriad Palestinian villages. Neighboring Arab states had fought against Israel's creation. A
decade later, Israel took control of Gaza following the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. Ishaan Tharoor and Adam Taylor “10 quotes that
explain the history of the Gaza conflict” Washington Post. Web 21 July 2014.



Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:6-9)

Build ye walls for terror waits
File your billions and trillions of trade

Tilling your Land while loud gay parades
Peace for the Jew, still, simply evades

So weep and wail, fast and pray,
But no more than a few shall say,
‘Baruch haba b'Shem Adonai’55

And so all Israel will be saved LSJ

4.2 The Battle of Gog and Magog (pre-rapture or post-rapture)

A Prelude to the War
The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me; they are all
bronze, tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a furnace; they have become dross from silver. Therefore thus says the Lord
God: ‘Because you have all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As men
gather silver, bronze, iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a furnace, to blow fire on it, to melt it; so I will gather you
in My anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and melt you. Yes, I will gather you and blow on you with
the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in its midst. As silver is melted in the midst of a furnace, so shall you be
melted in its midst; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have poured out My fury on you.’” (Ezek 22:17-22)

“Are we there yet?”

Fig. 40 BATTLE OF GOG AND MAGOG Ezekiel 36–39  oil  (possibly pre-rapture or post-rapture)

55 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Ps 118:26



So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an
exceedingly great army. Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say,
‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’ Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you
into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O My people, and
brought you up from your graves. I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own
land. Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,” says the Lord.’” (Ezek 37:10-14)

Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am
against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. I will turn you around, put hooks into your jaws, and
lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen, all splendidly clothed, a great company with bucklers and
shields, all of them handling swords. Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, all of them with shield and helmet;
Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the far north and all its troops—many people are with you
“Prepare yourself and be ready, you and all your companies that are gathered about you; and be a guard for them.
After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought back from the
sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought
out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely. You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a
cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you.” ‘Thus says the Lord God: “On that day it shall come to
pass that thoughts will arise in your mind, and you will make an evil plan: You will say, ‘I will go up against a land
of unwalled villages; I will go to a peaceful people, who dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having
neither bars nor gates’—to take plunder and to take booty, to stretch out your hand against the waste places that are
again inhabited, and against a people gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell in
the midst of the land. Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all their young lions will say to you, ‘Have you
come to take plunder? Have you gathered your army to take booty, to carry away silver and gold, to take away
livestock and goods, to take great plunder?’”’ “Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord
God: “On that day when My people Israel dwell safely, will you not know it? Then you will come from your place
out of the far north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a mighty
army. You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I
will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before
their eyes.” Thus says the Lord God: “Are you he of whom I have spoken in former days by My servants the prophets
of Israel, who prophesied for years in those days that I would bring you against them?.. (Ezek 38:1-17)

[Blow the trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the elders, gather the children and nursing babes; let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, and the bride
from her dressing room. Let the priests, who minister to the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar; let them say,
“Spare Your people, O Lord, and do not give Your heritage to reproach, that the nations should rule over them. Why
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” Joel 2:15-17 ]

Then the Lord will be zealous for His land, and pity His people.. For in My jealousy and in the fire of My
wrath I have spoken: ‘Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, so that the fish of the



sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, and all men who are on
the face of the earth shall shake at My presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and
every wall shall fall to the ground.’ I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My mountains,” says the
Lord God. “Every man’s sword will be against his brother. And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and
bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great
hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes
of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord.”’ (Ezek 38:18-23)

“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against you, O Gog,
the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal; and I will turn you around and lead you on, bringing you up from the far
north, and bring you against the mountains of Israel. Then I will knock the bow out of your left hand, and cause the
arrows to fall out of your right hand. You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the
peoples who are with you; I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.
You shall fall on the open field; for I have spoken,” says the Lord God. “And I will send fire on Magog and on those
who live in security in the coastlands. Then they shall know that I am the Lord. So I will make My holy name
known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name anymore. Then the nations
shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in Israel. Surely it is coming, and it shall be done,” says the Lord God.
“This is the day of which I have spoken. “Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and set on fire and
burn the weapons, both the shields and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the javelins and spears; and they will make
fires with them for seven years….For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, in order to cleanse the
land. Indeed all the people of the land will be burying, and they will gain renown for it on the day that I am
glorified,” says the Lord God. (39:1-9; 13, 13 cf. Rev 6:3, 4; 9:13-21)

Israel was once dead in the valley of dry bones when Ezekiel (593 BC) prophesied a resurrection that will
restore her to an independent nation in the latter years (38:8). Jews scattered abroad shall make aliyah56 and
return home to rebuild the ancient ruins and cultivate an arid land for communal life. Peace, prosperity and
progress shall blossom in the Holy Land. Can this speak of Israel today? Has her prosperity effected a
relative stability in the Middle East? Should Israel enjoy a regional peace it may evidence that God, in
respond to her desperate cry, has subjugated her (predominantly Arab) enemies. Messianic scholar Dr.
Arnold Fruchtenbaum however sees this but a false security that precedes the tribulation.

They have said, “Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be
remembered no more.” For they have consulted together with one consent; they form a confederacy
against You: The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites; Gebal, Ammon, and
Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria also has joined with them; they have helped the
children of Lot. Selah Deal with them as with Midian, as with Sisera, as with Jabin at the Brook Kishon,

56 Aliyah: the ingathering of the exiles - is a fundamental aspiration of Zionism and the State of Israel. The Law of Return
(1950), which grants every Jew the right to come to Israel as an immigrant and become a citizen, was enacted to give concrete
expression to this cause. Since the establishment of the State, more than two and a half million immigrants have arrived; their
expertise and talents have contributed immeasurably to the country’s economic, scientific, academic and cultural life. Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 29 Oct 2002. Web. 6 Feb 2014.



Who perished at En Dor, who became as refuse on the earth. Make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb,
Yes, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, Who said, “Let us take for ourselves the pastures of God
for a possession.” O my God, make them like the whirling dust, like the chaff before the wind! (Ps 83:4-
13)

‘They dwell securely (38:11,14). This has often been misconstrued as meaning a state of peace, but this is
not the meaning of the Hebrew root batach. The nominal form of this root means "security." This is not
the security due to a state of peace, but a security due to confidence in their own strength. This, too, is a
good description of Israel today. The Israeli army has fought four major wars since its founding and won
them swiftly each time. Today Israel is secure, confident that her army can repel any invasion from the
Arab states. Hence, Israel is dwelling securely. Israel is dwelling in unwalled villages (38:11). This is
very descriptive of the present-day kibbutzim in Israel.’ Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum (The Footprints of
the Messiah, pp 121-122).

Thus says the Lord God: “On that day it shall come to pass that thoughts will arise in your mind, and
you will make an evil plan: You will say, ‘I will go up against a land of unwalled villages; I will go to a
peaceful people, who dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor
gates’—to take plunder..” (Ezek 38:10-12).

Be not alarmed then should the horizon turn an ominous grey for it is but a covetous beast riding the dust
clouds and fast-approaching Israel for its apocalyptic mayhem. This then is Gog and Magog.

Gog and Magog is an epic war that beckons a massive coalition of nations to battle Shem on the
mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. (Gen 10:2-7). Hypothetically speaking, Gog-Magog is a face-
off between the houses of Ham and Japheth against Shem, the three sons of Noah. Nations that allude to
Ham and Japheth presently occupy the territories of ancient Rosh, Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Persia, Cush,
Gomer and Beth-tiara. This fearsome lot is spearheaded by a prince named Gog of the land of Magog (Russia
and its Central Asia Republics viz. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan)
from the ancient borders of Rosh, Meshach (Russia, Turkey [Asia Minor]), Tubal (Tubalsk, Siberia), Persia
(post-1936 Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan; Iraq), Ethiopia (aka Cush whose ancient borders incorporates Sudan
and Somalia), Libya (aka Put which spans the Maghreb that includes Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco), Gomer
and Beth-Togarmah (Turkey and possibly Azerbaijan and Armenia [Armenians still identify themselves as
‘House of Togarmah’]; geographical Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia). Sheba and Dedan are commonly
identified with oil-rich Saudi Arabia.57 shared their lens

And when shall these nations invade Israel? Scholars anticipate these incursions to occur either in
Pre-Tribulation, the First Half of the Tribulation, the End of the Tribulation, the Beginning of the
Millennium or Post-Millennium.

Bible scholars like Arnold Fruchtenbaum and Thomas Ice seem to agree ‘that it will happen after the
rapture but before the tribulation. It will be during the interval of days, weeks, months or years between the rapture
and the start of the seven-year tribulation.’ This approach that views a world reeling in the aftermath of an
epic war vouchsafes for a time to redress its unprecedented chaos viz. the seven years required to burn the

57 Ezekiel 38:1,2 NIV Text Note. The NIV Study Bible, Kenneth Barker (Gen. Ed.) MI: Zondervan Publishers, 1985.



weapons and seven months to bury its dead. It therefore stands to reason that should seven years be needed
to burn the spoils of war, then Gog and Magog need precede Daniel's 70th week which is the tribulation
period per se. This final week begins when the Antichrist makes a seven-year covenant with Israel.

Another view, one held by John Walvoord, J. Dwight Pentecost, Charles Ryrie, Herman Hoyt and
Mark Hitchcock, is that the invasion may occur during the first half of the tribulation when Israel seems
restful because of her covenant with the Antichrist that promises security (Dan 9:27). Still others like Dave
Hunt identifies the battle with the Campaign of Armageddon for the fact that Ezekiel has specified the
event as occurring in the latter years and in the last days that leads up to the Second Advent (Rev 16; Ezek
38:8-16).58

MAGOG While the house of Japheth may lay claim to the land of Magog, the nations there according to the
Jewish historian Josephus were allegedly sired “by the Greeks called Scythians” (Antiquities of the Jews, i.6.1).
Scythians according to Encyclopedia Britannica (1957) and The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
traversed north of the Black Sea and north of the Caucasus Mountains which altogether points to Russia.
Though some like the Hebrew scholar Wilhelm Gesenius (1786-1842) may pass Rosh for Russia because of
translations based on the Greek Septuagint (LXX), Old Testament scholar Merrill F. Unger believes
otherwise: “although the general area was that now occupied by Russia and Turkey.” Pertaining to Russia’s slant
to her allies, recent demographic surveys have indicated that Europe (especially since the 9/11 attack on
the Twin Towers in New York) is increasingly lured by Islam. Russia itself, apart from the growth of the
Orthodox Church since the fall of Kremlin, cites an alarming rate when the average Islamic household
sires more children than the average non-Islamic family. What simmers then (if not the annihilation of
Israel) should a superpower arise from an Islamic majority fueled by like-minded allies that toy with ideals
akin to “the final solution of the Jewish question”?59

58 Dr.Mark Hitchcock. “The Battle of Gog and Magog.” Pre-Trib Research Center. Web. 7 Oct 2012. Criswell, W.A. Expository
Sermons on the Book of Ezekiel. MI: Zondervan Publishers, 1987. p 212; “Ezekiel 38 & 39 (Part 1)” Dr. Thomas Ice. Pre-Trib Research
Center. Web. 7 Oct 2012. Arnold Fruchtenbaum defends this view in The Footsteps of the Messiah: A Study of the Sequence of
Prophetic Events. Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries, 2003. pp. 106–25; Nathan E. Jones, “Timing Gog-Magog When will Ezekiel 38-39 be
fulfilled?” Web. 7 Oct 2012. Further study: Gen 10:2-7, Table of Nations; Dr.H.L.Willmington, The King is Coming. IL: Tyndale
House, 1983, p 153; J. Hampton Keathley III., The Beast and the False Prophet (Rev 13:1-18);

59 Muslims in Europe: Country guide; ‘The world’s Muslim population is expected to increase by about 35% in the next 20
years, rising from 1.6 billion in 2010 to 2.2 billion by 2030, according to new population projections by the Pew Research
Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life…The seven countries projected to rise above 1 million Muslims by 2030 are: Belgium,
Canada, Congo, Djibouti, Guinea Bissau, Netherlands and Togo.’ “The Future of the Global Muslim Population” Pew Research
Center's Religion & Public Life Project. Web. 10 Aug 2013. Further study. Browning, Christopher R. The Origins of the Final Solution,
William Heinemann, London, 2004. Furet, François. Unanswered Questions: Nazi Germany and the Genocide of the Jews. NY:
Schocken Books, 1989, p. 182. Ishaan Tharoor, ‘Others skeptical of Putin's stance on Syria point to Moscow's vested interests in the
Assad regime, which furnishes Russia access to a naval base on the Mediterranean and is a frequent buyer of Russian military hardware.’
“Was Putin right about Syria?” The Washington Post. 23 Aug 2014.

‘Exchanges between Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Israel have demonstrated a strained relationship. These exchanges have been
characterized by contentious speeches and statements, including calls to "eliminate the Zionist regime". Ahmadinejad took part in a protest
called "The World Without Zionism" and has derided Israel on numerous occasions. He has urged regional powers to cut diplomatic and
economic ties with Israel and halt oil sales. Tensions have risen over Iran's nuclear program.’ "Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Israel"
Wikipedia. Web 24 Jul 2014; "Destruction of Israel only way forward Iran." Firstpost. 24 Jul 2014 Web.



You will say, ‘I will go up against a land of unwalled villages; I will go to a peaceful people, who dwell
safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates’—to take plunder and to
take booty,.. (Ezek 38:11, 12)

When will Ezekiel 38-39 be fulfilled? ‘Based on these identifications, Ezek 38–39 predicts an invasion of the
land of Israel in the last days by a vast confederation of nations from north of the Black and Caspian Seas,
extending down to modern Iran in the east, as far as modern Libya to the west, and down to Sudan in the
south. Therefore, Russia will have at least five key allies: Turkey, Iran, Libya, Sudan, and the nations of
Central Asia. Amazingly, all of these nations are Muslim nations and Iran, Libya, and Sudan are three of
Israel’s most ardent opponents. Iran is one of the “axis of evil” nations that is trying desperately to attain
nuclear weapons. Many of these nations are hotbeds of militant Islam and are either forming or
strengthening their ties as these words are being written.’ Dr. Mark Hitchcock, The Battle of Gog and Magog.

Based on Ezekiel 38 and Daniel 11:40-44, a possible scenario of this apocalyptic war may occur when
a formidable northern alliance eventually invades tiny Israel (apparently by land, sea, and air cf. v.8-9; Dan
11:40; Rev 8:9). So while Israel is snapped at the heels by Arabic-African warlords, this predominantly
Russian force overruns her from the north and in a fit of treason annexes Egypt. But news from the east and
north alarms the northern antagonist that he recedes to Palestine if only to fall by the sword of Yahweh.60

And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops,
and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23 Thus
I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they
shall know that I am the Lord.”’ (Ezek 38:22, 23)

‘..at the conclusion of the conflict the nations will understand the judging hand of God, and Israel will
know that the LORD (Yahweh) is their God (Ezek. 39:21-22). Perhaps the first thrust will begin just
before the middle of the Tribulation, with successive waves of the invasion continuing throughout the
last part of that period and building up to Armageddon. John envisioned a battle of Gog and Magog at
the conclusion of the millennial kingdom (Rev. 20:7-9), but this is different in time and characteristics
from the one Ezekiel describes. The common use of Gog and Magog does not equate the two battles. Here
those words refer to a definite area, but in Revelation they refer to enemies of Christ worldwide.’ Charles
C. Ryrie. Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, NASB. Chicago: Moody Press, 1995, p. 1323.

NB That “Gog and Magog”, first mentioned in Ezekiel 38-39, reappears centuries later in Revelation 20 is
telling of man’s recurring rebellion against God even in the post-millennium Kingdom. What both battles
paint is ultimately an ashen landscape of molten blood (Rev 6-19). Should the war of Gog and Magog pass
for a dispensationalist’s playground, look again, and if need be - a newspaper exegesis of the present
times. There will be blood and some will burn!

60 NB the passage is understood differently should ‘the northern king’ symbolize the Antichrist instead. Gog however
descends from the far north that may implicate Russia whilst the Antichrist, a Mediterranean gentile as some discern, is a spawn
of a revived Roman empire steering western Europe. To reiterate, many bible scholars differ over the timing of these wars
suggesting that it may occur before Jacob’s troubles or in the first or latter half of the tribulation period.



4.3 The Rapture of the Bride

Webster's Third New International Dictionary Unabridged defines the Rapture as: “Christ's raising up of
His true church and its members to a realm above the earth where the whole company will enjoy celestial bliss with
its Lord.” Rapture which means to seize, to snatch away, to catch up or to take by force, stems from the Greek
word harpazō which the Latin Vulgate has translated it as simul rapiemur cum illis.61 This event was cited by
Paul as one that precedes the Second Coming; and one that may inaugurate an unspecified time before the
Tribulation begins. The mystery of the rapture, unknown to the saints of old, is no longer a secret as Paul
states.

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed (1 Cor 15:51, 52).

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow
as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with
Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore
comfort one another with these words (1 Thess 4:13-18).

Is the rapture biblical?62 Has anyone skirted death for heaven? For the rapture is but a generation of
believers suddenly translated from earth to heaven in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye which is an atom
of timethe smallest measurement of time. Paul experienced a hue of this (2 Cor 12:2) and Philip too after
he baptized an Ethiopian (Acts 8:39). But should the phenomenon of multitudes vanished in a moment defy
logic and science, Enoch, Elijah and the Ascension may present a case for a looming rapture of
unprecedented proportions.63 “Behold, I [am] the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me?”

61 Rapture, Theopedia, an encyclopedia of Biblical Christianity; Now The End Begins, “The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Of The
Church.” Web. 30 Jul 2012; Alan Torres, “Bible Prophecy Sequence of Events“ thebiblicist.org Web. 30 Jul 2012. Further study:
Dan 9-11; Rev 1-4; 50 Reasons Why The Rapture Must Occur Before The 7-year Tribulation, extract from Dr. John F. Walvoord The
Rapture Question, compiled and edited by Wendy Howard; Mayhue, Richard L. “Why A Pretribulational Rapture?” The
Master’s Seminary Journal. 13.2 (2002): 241-253; Arnold Fructenbaum, “The Rapture of the Church” (1983); “The Campaign of
Armageddon” (2005); “The Feasts of Israel” (2005). Ariel Ministries. Web. 7 Oct 2012;; McLean, John. “The Implications of the
Chronological and Sequential Structure of Revelation and Synoptics.” Pre-Trib Research Center. n. d. Web. 30 Jul 2012. John J.
Parsons, “A Concise Overview of the Seven Feasts of Israel.” Hebrew for Christians. Web. 4 Oct 2013. Thomas D. Ice, "Why the
Doctrine of the Pretribulational Rapture did not begin with Margaret McDonald", Bibliotheca Sacra 147 (Apr-Jun 1990) p. 155-68.

62  “Some Questions about the Rapture.” middletownbiblechurch.org. n. d. Web. 4 April 2013.
63 Discern the error of the emergent Church: out-of-body experiences such as astral projection63 and altered states of

consciousness are sought to evoke the biblical phenomenon of transfiguration, translation and trans-location. Judaic Scripture,



(Jer 32:27).

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God had taken
him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God (Heb 11:5 cf. Gen 5:21-24).

And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the Lord will carry you to a
place I do not know;..(1 Kgs 18:12, Obadiah speaking to Elijah the prophet).

Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses
of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kgs 2:11).

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by
themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like
snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and
they were talking with Jesus (Mark 9:2-4).

Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight….Now as
they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace to you.” But
they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are
you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I
Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have (Luke 24:30, 31;
36-39  Jesus Appears to His Disciples).

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him
out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you
saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11; cf. Rev 12:5).

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the
body I do not know, God knows--such a one was caught up to the third heaven (2 Cor 12:2).

Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch
saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing

however, cites these ethereal experiences as a God-inspired mode of ‘transport’ distinct from the occult (Ezek 8:1-3; 11:1; John
6:15).



through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea (Acts 8:39).

Christendom has offered these common approaches to the rapture:
1) The pre-tribulation rapture sees her dawn before the seven-year tribulation period which, according to
Paul, revolves around Israel and not the Bride of ChristFor God has not destined us for wrath, but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (Jer 30:2-9; Ezek 20-33-38; Dan 9:24; 5:1-10; Matt 24; 1 Thess
4:13-18; 5:9). Israel, on the other hand, shall buckle under the weight of chastisement, repent as a nation
and turn to her Messiah YeshuaAnd so all Israel will be saved (Rom 11:26; Rev 12).
2) The mid-tribulation rapture, corresponding to the sixth seal of Revelation, occurs at three and a half
years when the beast makes its public debut at the Temple in Jerusalem if only to desecrate it. This is the
abomination of desolation that Jesus warned ofan affront to Yahweh who alone is God. For, in effect, the
man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thess 2: 3, 4).
3) The post-tribulation rapture at the seventh year secures the elect that survived the wrath of God.64

4) The pre-wrath rapture, prior to the Day of the Lord that corresponds to the opening of the seventh seal,
occurs in the middle of the last three and a half years of the great tribulation. A view as this reasons for a
Church purified and perfected as the Bride of Christ if only through the fiery trials of the tribulation.
5) The partial rapture believes that only God-fearing saints that discerned the timeslike the wise virgins
in Matthew 25shall escape the imminent wrath of God for bliss instead.

Contrary to claims that the pre-tribulation rapture was conjured by Margaret McDonald (1830) and
articulated by John Nelson Darby (1800–1882), similar views existed of old viz. in the Epistle to Barnabas (100
AD), Irenaeus’ Against Heresies, Hippolytus (a 2nd century disciple of Iranaeus), Justin Martyr‘s Dialogue
with Trypho, Ephraem of Nisibis (306-373), and Pseudo-Ephraem's Pre Tribulation Rapture Statement (c.
374-627) that declares: “All the saints and elect of God are gathered together before the tribulation, which is to
come, and are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not see at any time the confusion which overwhelms the world
because of our sins.” Thomas Ice.65

For to some,66 when it was said to John, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after
this” his rapture into heaven exemplifies a Church-void after Revelation 3:22. Bible expositor Mark
Hitchcock says, ‘In Revelation 4:1 the apostle John, who is a member of the church, is called up to heaven, and

64 It need be cautioned that some, in order to justify their post-tribulational stance, have rearranged John’s
chronologicaand sequential nature of the septet judgments.

65 (From historical catalogue of printed editions of the English Bible 1525-1961) “Examining an Ancient Pre-Trib Rapture
Statement.” The Thomas Ice Collection. n. d. Web. 1 Dec 2012.

66 Dave Hunt, “Prewrath Rapture.” thebereancall.org; Rosenthal, Marvin. The Pre-wrath Rapture of the Church. Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson, 1990. Print.; Tim Lahaye, The Rapture p60-65; “Is the Rapture in 2 Thessalonians 2:3?” Tom's Perspectives by
Thomas Ice. pre-trib.org Web. 31 Jul 2013. Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches; Rev 3:10
Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to
test those who dwell on the earth.; Rev 4:1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which
I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” 2
Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.



projected into the future in a kind of spiritual time machine. In the subsequent fifteen chapters, from Revelation 4—
18, John looks down on earth as the events of the tribulation unfold. But the church does not appear again until
chapter 19 where she is pictured as a bride, beautifully adorned for her husband, who returns to earth with her
glorious Bridegroom at the Second Advent. This clearly indicates that the Bride has already been in heaven for some
time since she has made herself ready (Rev 19:7).’67 Worshipped by a glorified Church (Rev 2:10; 3:5, 11, 21), the
apocalypse that slams the earth is no less orchestrated by Him who sat on the throne as Worship.

Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a
little moment, until the indignation is past. For behold, the Lord comes out of His place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover
her slain (Is 26:20-21 Refuge from the Coming Judgment).

Is the rapture distinct from the Second Coming?

Nathan E. Jones of Lamb & Lion Ministries says, “The bible must see the rapture (Jn 14:1-4; 1 Cor 15:51-58;
1 Thess 4:13-18) and the Second Coming (Zech 14:1-21; Matt 24:29-31; Mk 13:24-27; Lk 21:25-27; Rev 19) as
separate events.”68 For while the first sees the Lord rapture His Church for the marriage supper of the Lamb
(Rev 19:9), the Second Coming sees the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev 19:16) return to
judge the earth accompanied by His Church. And whilst the rapture may occur anytime without
preconditions, the Advent is predetermined by a spate of events, signs and wonders that shall intensify
and climax at the campaign of Armageddon when the KING OF KINGS suddenly returns in the clouds
with His cavalry of saints and hosts of angels. There is no other time of Christ returning to Earth than the
Lord’s Advent to judge and inaugurate His 1000-year reign on earth.

Will the Lord remove His Bride before His Advent or must she endure His seven bowls of judgment
like some battered bride? (Rev 6-19) Should the rapture be dismissed as non-doctrinal, the alternative sees
the rapture as either a feeling of euphoria at the Lord’s returnof being caught upas the
postmillennialists say; or the Church is defeated by the beast since It was granted to him to make war with the
saints and to overcome them (Rev 13:7). This however contradicts the Lord’s decree for His church to prevail
despite hellish circumstances. But more than that, His was a cry of triumph over Death and Hades that
guaranteed the eternal security of all saints past, present and future (Matt 16:18; 24:21, 22; Rev 4:2; 7:
13,14). To this, the pre-tribulation rapture argues for a deliverance of the elect from the apocalypse versus
the Second Advent that crowns the great tribulation with His fierce appearance“Then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (Matt 24:21, 30; Rev 7:14).

John MacArthur,69 in his pre-tribulation view, states:

Scripture suggests that the Second Coming occurs in two stages—first the Rapture, when He

67 Mark Hitchcock, “An Overview of Pretribulational Arguments”, John A. McLean. “The Chronological and Sequential
Structure of Revelation.” Pre-Trib Research Center. 2008. Web. 1 Oct 2012.

68 Nathan E. Jones. “Why I Believe in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture.” lamblion.com. n. d. Web. 31 Jul 2012.
69 John MacArthur, The Second Coming (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1999), p 87.



comes for His saints and they are caught up to meet Him in the air (1 Thess 4:14-17), and
second, His return to earth, when He comes with His saints (Jude 14) to execute judgment on
His enemies. Daniel’s seventieth week must fall between those two events. That is the only
scenario that reconciles the imminence of Christ coming for His saints with the yet unfulfilled
signs that signal His final glorious return with the saints.

Who then qualifies70 for the rapture? Every messianic Jew and Gentile that are the dead in Christ (1 Thess
4:16) shall be resurrected along with the mortal saint. These, as the one new man, constitutes the Church
(Eph 2:15). Can the imperfect disqualify the imperfect for the rapture? Make no mistake, one’s qualification
for the rapture rests on the laurels of Christ alone (Rom 3-7; Eph 2: 8, 9).

The sinful elect: the bickering Bride
Tosses her head in spiritual pride

If only she knew her blood-Covenant price
‘t was none of her’s but all of Christ!

Humble yourself, Israel of God
For what are you if not for naught!

And what of you if not for called
The sinful elect, the Bride of God! LSJ

4.4 The Judgment (Bema)71 Seat of Christ

..For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall give
account of himself to God (Rom 14:10-12).

What distinguishes the believer from the unbeliever is an f-word: forgiven. The mortal saint is no more but
a sinner forgiven in Christ Jesus, justified by faith and imputed with His righteousness. What then has he to
boast of himself when he still sins? Should morals boast of her earthly good? Alas, morals never saved a
sinner bound for hell! Jeremiah rightly said, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who
can know it?” (17:9). Is not the Church a corrupt institution, a lover of the temporal72 world of depraved

70 Dave Hunt. “Question: Your recent...Q & A...seemed to include Israel...in the Rapture and thus in the church. [This]
view...nullifies any distinction between Israel and the church....What is your response?“ thebereancall.org. 1 Jan 1993. Web. 31 Jul
2012.

71 (Greek bēma, “step”), raised platform; in antiquity it was probably made of stone, but in modern times it is usually a
rectangular wooden platform approached by steps. Originally used in Athens as a tribunal from which orators addressed the
citizens as well as the courts of law, the bema later became a standard fixture in Christian churches. In Early Christian basilicas
it functioned as a stage for the seating of clergy, first in the chancel and later in the apse. The bema also appears in synagogues,
and from it the Pentateuch and Torah are read. Britannica Concise Encyclopædia: ‘bema’

72 ‘We know that there have been periods in history when the church was more or less pure. But it has always been what
St. Augustine described as a corpus per mixtum, a mixed body. Our Lord described the church as an institution that included
both tares and wheat. Sometimes the tares gain the upper hand and lead the church into apostasy. Some churches have



attitudes, relationships, vocations, and all (2 Pet 4)? How then can the redeemed prevail when he stands
before the Almighty to be judged? He cannot. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God (Rom 3:22, 23). Give the Lord His due then, the perseverance of the saints rests solely on the
laurels of Christ Jesus: For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience
many will be made righteous. Christ alone can present the pilgrim glorified before the Judgment Seat of
Christholy, blameless and forgiven (Rom 5:19). Only through Christ then can the saint behold his
greatest reward at the judgment seat of ChristGod Himself.

that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus (Eph 2:7).

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith (Rom 3:27).

“He who believes in Him is not condemned….“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word
and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life (John 3:18; 5:24).

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit…For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom
8:1; 38, 39).

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no
more” (Heb 8:12).

For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified….then He adds, “Their sins
and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Now where there is remission of these, there is no
longer an offering for sin (Heb 10:14-18).

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because
as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love (1 John 4:17, 18).

degenerated to such a low degree that they cease being churches at all. But no church in any age has been utterly pure. It was
the clergy who gnashed their teeth in hatred of Jesus and plotted His death. It was the church that condemned Luther, banished
Calvin from France, and dismissed Edwards from Northampton.’ R.C. Sproul, “Dear Bob” Tabletalk Magazine. 1 Apr 1992.



Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding  joy, to God our savior, who alone is wise..(Jude 24, 25).

‘While no Christian will be judged on the basis of the sins he has committed, it is taught in the
bible that Christ’s people will be assessed for the quality of their service. No Christian will ever
be lost, but the coming day will expose our work, which will be rewarded according to its
worth. The faithful Christian is thus challenged to please his returning Master throughout life’s
present opportunity.’ Robert Hicks and Richard Bewes, The Last Things (1981).

Secondary to the reward of God Himself, Dwight J. Pentecost73 has listed five areas in which believers are
rewarded according to the New Testament viz. an imperishable crown (1 Cor 9:25-27) for discipline above
self and carnal wants; a crown of rejoicing (1 Thess 2:19) for evangelism and soul-winning; the crown of
life (Jam 1:12; Rev 2:10) for persevering faith; the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) for loving the Lord’s
appearing; and the crown of glory (1 Pet 5:2-4) for discipline.

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s
work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will
test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive
a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through
fire (1 Cor 3:12-15).

For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.
Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from
God (1 Cor 4:4,5).

And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the
just (Luke 14:14).

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with
our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For
we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is
God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always confident, knowing that while we
are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. Therefore

73 Dwight. J. Pentecost, Things to Come: A Study in Biblical Eschatology pp. 220-22. Further study: Matt 25:14-30; Rev 2-3;
Richard Bewes and Robert Hicks. The Last Things. (London: Scripture Union, 1981); Samuel L. Hoyt, The Judgment Seat of Christ:
A Biblical and Theological Study (Duluth, MN: Grace Gospel Press, 2011); J. Hampton Keathley III, “The Judgments: Past, Present,
and Future.” bible.org 14 May 2004.



we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what
he has done, whether good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we
are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences (2 Cor 5:1-11).

Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints (Rev 19:7-8).

Scripture therefore evidences that the Church, having been tested and tried for eternal value, is rewarded
before their return with the KING OF KINGS and not thereafter.

4.5 The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

"But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it
new with you in My Father's kingdom" (Matt 26:29 cf. Mark 14:24).

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the
prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come from the east and the west,
from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. And indeed there are last who will be
first, and there are first who will be last” (Luke 13:28-30).

Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to
the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God” (Rev 19:7-
10).

and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that
when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately (Luke 12:36).

How did the church arrive in heaven for the marriage supper of the Lamb?74 A plausible cause is the rapture.
And should the marriage supper of the Lamb reflect Jewish wedding customs75 what light is shed on Christ’s
Return? Compare these then:

1. That the betrothed is bound by a covenant that is sealed with a dowry likens to how Christ purchased
His bride with His shed blood and, having loved the church and gave Himself for her, sealed her with the

74 Dave Hunt, “How can you believe in a Rapture and Resurrection at the beginning of the Great Tribulation?”
thebereancall.org 1 Dec 1992. Web. 1 Oct 2012.

75  Todd Strandberg, “The Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” The Pretribulation Rapture. n. d. Web. 1 Oct 2012.



Holy Spirit that guarantees her eternal security (Eph 1:13, 14; 5:25).
2. That the marriage covenant is celebrated with a cup of wine evokes the cup raised at the Lord’s supper

to institute the New Testament (Luke 22:20, 42; Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor 11:25).
3. That a Jewish bride is consecrated registers the Church as a virgin betrothed to Christ (Eph 5:27).
4. That the fiancé then adjourns to his father’s house to prepare a room for his bride likens to the Lord’s

assurance of his temporal leave: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also (John 14:1-3).

5. That the bridegroom may return for his bride unannounced cautions us of the Lord’s random return,
"Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. "But know this, that if the master of the
house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken
into. "Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect (Matt 24:42-44).

6. That the Jewish bride in waiting need be chaste and busy is similarly expected of the Church.
7. That the Jewish wedding feast precedes the wedding day, the Second Advent sees the Lord returning

from the marriage supper of the Lamb.76

..And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the
wedding; and the door was shut. “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to
us!’ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ “Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming (Matt 25:10-13).

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape
all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God both
raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies are members
of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! Or
do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall
become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality. Every
sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.
Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s (1 Cor 6:13-20).

76 Dr.H.L.Willmington in his book The King is Coming observed,76 ‘It is no accident that the Bible describes the millennium as
occurring after the celebration supper has begun. (The supper is described in Rev 19 while the millennium is described in Rev 20) In New
Testament times the length and cost of this supper was determined by the wealth of the father. Therefore, when his beloved Son gets married,
the Father of all grace (whose wealth is unlimited) will rise to the occasion by giving his Son and the bride a hallelujah celebration which will
last for a thousand years!’ (IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1983), 47.



For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ (2 Cor 11:2).

...work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot
(1 Pet 1:17-19).

A plausible sequence of a pre-tribulation rapture to the marriage feast is hereby submitted: that when the
Lord meets His Bride unannounced, she is whisked offas in the raptureto His Father’s house for the
marriage supper. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church (Eph 5:31, 32). The
newlyweds shall soon after present themselves to the world as man and wife in the manner of John’s
revelation when the heavens opened and unveiled the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
descending on a white horse while the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on
white horses (Rev 19:14, 16).

PS. Observing the Bride today makes some a confirmed bachelor.

4.6 The Apostasy

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes
first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition who opposes and exalts himself above all that
is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? And now you know
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already
at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. (2 Thess 2:3-7)

I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and
he went out conquering and to conquer.” (Rev 6:2)

‘We know that there have been periods in history when the church was more or less pure. But it has
always been what St. Augustine described as a corpus per mixtum, a mixed body. Our Lord described
the church as an institution that included both tares and wheat. Sometimes the tares gain the upper
hand and lead the church into apostasy. Some churches have degenerated to such a low degree that they
cease being churches at all. But no church in any age has been utterly pure. It was the clergy who
gnashed their teeth in hatred of Jesus and plotted His death. It was the church that condemned Luther,
banished Calvin from France, and dismissed Edwards from Northampton.’ R.C. Sproul. “Dear Bob”
Tabletalk Magazine. 1 Apr 1992.



Apostasiawith its verb and noun rooted in ‘depart’is a Greek compound77 of apo ‘from’ and istemi
‘stand‘. Apostasia literally means ‘to disappear’ or hypothetically ‘to depart from the faith.’ A falling away, a
forsaking or a defection that altogether defines apostasy may likewise refer to a Pauline concept that the
Thessalonians were familiar with viz. the rapture.

Why some still reason for a pre-tribulation rapture alludes to the restraining power of the Holy Spirit
that keeps hell at bay (John 14-16; Gen 6:3; Gal 5:16-17; Matt 5:13-16; 1 Cor 3:17; 6:19; Eph 2:21-22). But
when He [the Holy Spirit] is taken out of the way via the rapture of the Church, He who sits on the Throne
(Rev 4:2) lets hell break loose for the Beast (Rev 6:2; 13) to step in and court Israel and The Great Whore of
Babylon. The Holy Spirit shall then revert to the Old Testament when He acted on select individuals.
Among these will be the 144,000 male Jewish virgins (Rev 7:1-8) and the two witnesses (Rev 11:3-4) that
has His seal.78

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36; Matt 25:10-13)

Dr. John A. McLean,79 in concluding his essay, stated: ‘A prewrath rapture must be pre-seventieth week, or
what has been historically understood as pretribulational. The wrath of God begins in Revelation 4-5 with the
preparatory vision of the judgment throne of God. Jesus Christ executes the wrath of God by breaking the seal
judgments. The first five seals are part of the first-half of the seven year Tribulation (Rev 6). The sixth seal is the
transitional midpoint at the time of the execution of the abomination of desolation. The seventh seal, which is the
seven trumpets and seven bowl judgments (Rev 8-18), continues the intensity of God's wrath through the second
half, which is the Great Tribulation, until the coming of Jesus Christ in Revelation 19. Only a pre-seventieth week or
pretribulational rapture can consistently fulfill the promises of 1 Thessalonians 1:10 and 5:9 that the church is
removed from the wrath of God.’

4.7 Third Temple

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” (Matt 24:15, 16).

What is the abomination of desolation? It is the image of the Antichrist vested in the Temple by the False
Prophet who gives the accursed a voice to blaspheme God yet demands that mankind worships the beast
(Rev 13:6)? If the Lord’s ominous decree alludes to the Temple, it reasons that a restored Temple is in order
of being a pretribulation event. Should these verses suffice as evidence of a future Jewish Temple, it
presupposes Jewish control of the Temple mount and the Old City of Jerusalem. And since the Antichrist
makes his debut in the midweek of Daniel’s prophecy, the Temple need be present either before the seven-

77 Thomas Ice. “The Rapture in 2 Thessalonians 2:3” The Thomas Ice Collection. n. d. Web. 4 Apr 2014
78 Mark Hitchcock. “An Overview of Pretribulational Arguments.” Pre-Trib Research Center. n. d. Web. 10 Feb 2014.
79 McLean, John. “The Chronological and Sequential Structure of Revelation” Pre-Trib Research Center. 2008. n. d. Web. 30

Jul 2012.



year Tribulation or by its latter half.
N.B. That the Antichrist plays suave with Israel for the first half of the tribulation hails the possibility

of a rebuilt Temple, if only to have it desecrated when he assumes godhood. Don Koenig discerns that
‘Part of the peace plan that Israel will accept will include permission to rebuild the third temple on the temple mount
or north of the temple mount as described by the millennial temple of Ezekiel. It is not a coincidence of time that
preparations for animal sacrifices are now underway for the first time in nearly 2000 years.’80

This latter day issue of ceremonial sacrifice alludes to an exceptionally rare breed of cattle called the
red heifer. Should one of these meet the prerequisites according to the purification rites of the Mosaic Law
(Num 19), its sacrificein Daniel’s 70th weekprovides for the water of cleansing required for the sinner
and the Temple defiled by the ‘abomination of desolation’ all of which presupposes the Lord’s Millennial
Kingdom and His eventual debut at the Temple in Jerusalem.81
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80 “Israel, The Third Temple and the coming Jewish holocaust.” The Prophetic Years: Bible Prophecy and Christian
Commentary. n. d. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Tsvi Sadan, “Red Heifer Found in America.” Israel Today 26 June 2014. Web. 5 Aug 2014.

81 Don Koenig. “Israel, The Third Temple and the coming Jewish holocaust.” The Prophetic Years: Bible Prophecy and
Christian Commentary. n. d. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Further study: Dr. John Whitcomb, “The Millennial Temple of Ezekiel 40-48: An
Exercise in Literal Interpretation.”; “What is the significance of a red heifer in the Bible? Is a red heifer a sign of the end times?”
GotQuestions.org Web. 31 Jul 2012; Num 19; Heb 9:13-15; J. Hampton Keathley III. “The Beast and the False Prophet” (Rev 13:1-
18) bible.org Web. 31 Jul 2012; Lambert Dolphin. The Temple Of Ezekiel. Lambert Dolphin's Library. 13 Jul 2004. Web. 8 Feb 2014;
The Temple Institute The Holy Temple in Jerusalem Yesterday Tomorrow Today templeinstitute.org



“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.
(Matt 5:17)

Synopsis: Without the revelation of Yeshua ha Mashiach, the Torah remains veiled to many. The windows
of heaven are open yet a veil covers the eyes of the Jews that they have rejected their very own Messiah
who fulfilled the description of the prophet Isaiah's Sin-bearing Servant (Is 53 and messianic psalms). So
there they are by the wall wailing and groping and fumbling for truth, for signs and wonders and what
not (2 Cor 3:14). Christ did not come to destroy the Law or the Prophets but to fulfill (Matt 5:17). When the
Jew reads Moses, because he is a new creation, the veil is taken away that he sees its culmination in Christ.
Herein separates the regenerate Jew from the unregenerate for without the revelation of Yeshua
haMashiach, the Torah remains veiled. So, if the Torah keeps you going, go for it! Then again, there is a
growing number of Torah-Observant believers that in their embrace of the Law, the Tanakh and Hebraic
roots, have tragically recant  Yeshua as the Messiah.82



82 Further Study: Hebrew Roots Movement: Messin' With the Word. Web. 4 Apr 2013.
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PART III

5. THE DAY OF THE LORD

A synopsis based on a futurist view of the events conveyed in Revelation 11-13.



As the Holy Spirit's restraining influence is removed with the departure of the Church, the Antichrist
reins in first over a Revived Roman Empire and then over most of the earth. The Tribulation is ushered
in by the signing of the seven-year covenant between Israel and the Antichristthat man of sin, the son
of perdition whose number is 666. Herein lies a period of peace and false security because Satan had
devised a counterfeit trinity that consists of himself, the Antichrist and the False Prophet. Even as the
spirit of antichrist is present now, all these will culminate in the person or system of the Antichrist that
will lead the end-time rebellion against YHVH (Yahweh). The False Prophet is a symbol of priesthood
that masquerades like a lamb, yet it is he, the last of many false christs who will implement the seal of
the mark of the beast on men that runs counterfeit to the seal of the Living God. Midway through the
tribulation period, at a time when people are actually saying "Peace and safety" the Antichrist will
revoke his covenant with Israel; negates death by an occult resurrection that captures the world
whereupon the false prophet shall set up an image in the temple of Jerusalem and give the Antichrist a
voice to blaspheme YHVH, yet demanding the worship from everyone. This is the abomination of
desolation that Yeshua forewarned. They that worship the beast, they whose names have not been written
in the Book of Life shall bear its mark or the name of the Beast or the number of his name either on their right
hand or on their foreheads. As for the nation that bore the Messiah Yeshua (symbolized by The Woman
with birth pangs), they will suffer worldwide persecution as Satan seeks to annihilate Israel. YHVH
however shall grant His remnant wings to flee into the wilderness where they shall be protected for
1260 days. Later, when the powers to the north converge on Israel, YHVH Himself shall wipe them
out.83

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. “Know therefore and understand, that from the
going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there
shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in
troublesome times. “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be
with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which
is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”84 (Dan 9:24-27)

With regards to Daniel’s projected timeline of the last daysthat consisted of 70 weeks85 with each day of
a week representing a year483 years of this 490-year phenomena have elapsed since the decree to

83 Further study: Dan 1-2; 9:27; Is 28:14-22; Rev 13:11; 7:2-4; Ezek 38-39; 1 Thess 5:1-3; Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14; 2 Th 2:4.
David Guzik, “Study Guide for Revelation.” blueletterbible.org Web. 31 Jul 2012. Sara Reardon, “FBI launches $1 billion face
recognition project.” newscientist.com 7 Sep 2012. Web. 3 Apr 2013.

84 Bible scholars have debated over the authenticity of the Book of Daniel with regards to its date, its author and political
climate. The Lord Himself however identified Daniel as the prophet who spoke of the “abomination of desolation” (cf. 9:27; 11:31;
12:11) in the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24:15-16 (cf. also Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20).

85 RayStedman, Four Terrible Horsemen, Rev 6:1-17, RayStedman.org.



rebuild Jerusalem and the Messiah being cut off. Dispensationalists have therefore submitted a gap theory86

thatin lieu of the 70th weekthe Church age is but a parenthesis for a realized “mystery”. Dr. Thomas Ice
explains: “Reasons why verse 27 supports a gap between the 69th week and 70th week is that none of the events
specifically said to occur during the 70th week have taken place.”

And indeed a mystery and a wild olive branch (Rom 11:17-25; 16:25; Col 1:26) is what the Church is in
the age of grace, and pushing it. Kudos then to the Jew of Old for striving to keep the Law and despite
their failures eventually delivered the Messiah Yeshua. So, if the nation of Israel had fulfilled the first 69
weeks sans the Church, she remains apt to complete the final 70th week and fulfill prophecy. The
Apocalypse of John gives a graphic account of the 70th week being ushered in by a rider on a white horse -
the Antichrist, and terminates with yet another rider on a white horse - Jesus Christ the KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev 6-19).

Thus begins Daniel’s 70th weekthe day of the Lorda day of reckoning when God deals directly and
indirectly with the skeptic.87 It is a day when God judges Israel for sin and the earth reels at the terror of the
LORD. Be it a day or a week consisting of 1260 days, ‘the day of the Lord’ spells tribulation.88 Tribulation, or
thlipsis in Greek, speaks oppression, affliction, anguish, burden, distress, persecution, calamities and
trouble. All these, and more, shall besiege the Jew in the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer 30:7; Rev 12:1-6). For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever
shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be
shortened (Matt 24:21, 22). In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death
will flee from them (Rev 6:9).89

Should judgment begin now for Israel (and Daniel cites several reasons why Israel must suffer seven
years of tribulation), God shall chastise His people for sins committed under the Mosaic Covenant. Israel
shall thus buckle under the weight of chastisement, repent as a nation and turn to her Messiah Yeshua.
And so all Israel will be saved (Rom 11:26). What she leaves in her wake, however, is utter madness. Jeremiah
declared of old that as grievous as the time of Jacob's troubles may be, Israel will ultimately be saved. Paul
too emphasized that the tribulation revolved around Israel and not the Bride of Christthe Church. For
God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess 5:9).

It is therefore not the rapture that ushers the tribulation but an ominous pact between Israel and the
Antichrist. What then is the gist of this covenant if but the spark that ignites the day of the Lord. For if the
LORD willed it, and the Lambthe Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of Davidunsealed the seven-seal scroll
that unleashed the catastrophic judgments to slam the earth, the day of Christ is inevitable. Behold then, the
wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (Rev 6:1-17). There will be

86 Dr. Thomas Ice, “Why a Gap in Daniel's 70 Weeks” bibleprophecyblog.com 24 Apr 2012 Web 1 Aug 2014. John Walvoord,
Prophecy Knowledge Handbook, pp. 256–257; Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 465.

87 Further study: Humanist Manifestos I (1933) & II (1973) Buffalo, NY: Prometheus. Humanism and Its Aspirations (2003
a.k.a. Humanist Manifesto III). ‘The central theme of all three manifestos is the elaboration of a philosophy and value system which
does not necessarily include belief in any personal deity or "higher power", although the three differ considerably in their tone,
form, and ambition.’ Wikipedia. Web. n. d. 20 Mar 2014.

88 Richard Joseph Krejcir, “Tribulation.” Biblical Eschatology Blog n. d. Web. 13 Mar 2014. Tribulation: Strong’s 2347 thlipsis
tribulation, affliction, trouble, anguish, persecution, burdened, to be afflicted.

89 The terror of the LORD - Isa 2: 5-22; 6:5; Jer 30:7; Amos 5:18; 8:9; Joel 1:15; 2:2-11; Zeph 1:14; Dan 9:27, 12:1; Matt 24:21;
Rev 7:14; 16:17-21; Phil 1:10; 1 Thess 5:22; 2 Thess 2:2. Tribulation - Matt 13:21; 24:9; 24:21; 24:29; Rom 2:9; 5:3; 8:35; 12:12; Col
1:24; Heb 10:33; Rev 1:9; 2:10; 2:22.



blood and some will burn!
The first seal that releases a rider on a white horse may exemplify the political savvy of the

Antichrist. The second seal unleashes a bloodbath of unprecedented wars. The third promises famine and
inflation in the wake of wars. The fourth culls a fourth of mankind among who are millions that refused to
bear the mark of the beast. The fifth spills the blood of martyrs crying for justice if not, more blood-spill! The
sixth rents the cataclysmic wrath of God that sees the traumatized pleading for death.90 And the seventh
seal is a deathly silence that anticipates the worst. Jesus said, All these are the beginning of sorrows (Matt
24:8). For whilst the first half of the tribulation projects a world besieged by death, doom and destruction,
these are but birth pangs that intensify until the latter half when all hell breaks loose! If the current times
seem dismal, there looms a day far worse: the day of the Antichrist: president, overseer and god-king. This
is the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer 30:7) and then the end will come (Mt 24:14b).

Grisly as the accounts were of the Jews that perished in the Roman siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD and
the Nazi genocide of European Jewry in World War II, these all shall pale against a coming holocaust that
promises an unprecedented toll on Israel and the world when nations converge at the campaign of
Armageddon to ultimately annihilate the Jew, if that were possible (Rev 19:19; Ps 2:2; Zech 12:9).91

The Day of the Lord. Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, and your spoil will be divided in your
midst. For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses
rifled, and the women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people
shall not be cut off from the city. Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as He
fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a very
large valley; half of the mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward the south. Then you
shall flee through My mountain valley, for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee
as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the Lord my God will come,
and all the saints with You. It shall come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the lights will
diminish. It shall be one day which is known to the Lord—neither day nor night. But at evening time it
shall happen that it will be light. And in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from
Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and half of them toward the western sea; in both summer
and winter it shall occur. And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be—“The
Lord is one,”and His name one. All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of
Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be raised up and inhabited in her place from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of

90 Tim Lahaye, The Rapture. p60-65.
91 1) Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish, and that 97,000

were captured and enslaved, including Simon bar Giora and John of Giscala [Josephus, The Wars of the Jews VI.9.3 Chronology
of the War According to Josephus Part 7, The Fall of Jerusalem. Josephus.org. n. d Web. 3 Feb 2014. Further study: Josephus,
Flavius (c. 94) Antiquities of the Jews. 2) ‘Of the nine million Jews who had resided in Europe before the Holocaust, approximately
two-thirds were killed. Over one million Jewish children were killed in the Holocaust, as were approximately two million
Jewish women and three million Jewish men. A network of over 40,000 facilities in Germany and German-occupied territory
were used to concentrate, hold, and kill Jews and other victims.’ The Holocaust. Wikipedia. Web. 9 Feb 2014. Dawidowicz, Lucy
S. The War Against the Jews. (1975). NY: Open Road Media, 2010, p. 403. ----. The Holocaust and the Historians. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard UP, 1983.



the First Gate and the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses. The
people shall dwell in it; and no longer shall there be utter destruction, but Jerusalem shall be safely
inhabited. And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will strike all the people who fought against
Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their
sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths. It shall come to pass in that day that a great
panic from the Lord will be among them. Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor, and raise his
hand against his neighbor’s hand; Judah also will fight at Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the
surrounding nations shall be gathered together: gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance. Such also
shall be the plague on the horse and the mule, on the camel and the donkey, and on all the cattle that
will be in those camps. So shall this plague be (Zech 14:1-15).

The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age. Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign
of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no
one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning
of sorrows. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one
another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will
abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel
of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will
come.

The Great Tribulation. “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), “then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything
out of his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in
winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no
flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. “Then if anyone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.
“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner
rooms!’ do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will
the coming of the Son of Man be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.

The Coming of the Son of Man. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of



the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Mark 24:3-31)

Fig. 43 BEASTS OF WAR  acryliccollage 
Descend ye horses from heaven’s gate

And sift the world asunder till Armageddon’s wake! LSJ

First Seal: The Conqueror. Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the
four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” And I looked, and behold, a
white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering
and to conquer.

Second Seal: Conflict on Earth. When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature
saying, “Come and see.” Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on
it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a
great sword.



Third Seal: Scarcity on Earth. When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say,
“Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his
hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.”

Fourth Seal: Widespread Death on Earth. When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of
him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.

Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs. When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them
that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their
brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.

Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances. I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. And
the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind.
Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of
its place. And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men,
every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (Rev
6:1-17)

He shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars tremble (Job 9:6)

..You sat on the throne judging in righteousness. You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed
the wicked; You have blotted out their name forever and ever. O enemy, destructions are finished
forever! And you have destroyed cities; even their memory has perished. (Ps 9:4-6)

Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations of the hills also quaked and were shaken, because
He was angry….From the brightness before Him, His thick clouds passed with hailstones and coals of
fire. The Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered His voice, hailstones and coals of fire.
(Ps 18:7; 12,13)

..He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the
places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. (Ps 110:5, 6)



Unless the Lord of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become like Sodom, we
would have been made like Gomorrah. (Is 1:9 cf. Mark 13:20 And unless the Lord had shortened
those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days)

Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth will move out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of
hosts and in the day of His fierce anger. (Is 3:13)

..For the windows from on high are open and the foundations of the earth are shaken. The earth is
violently broken, the earth is split open, the earth is shaken exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro
like a drunkard, and shall totter like a hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and it will fall, and
not rise again. (Is 24:18-20)

The Lord will cause His glorious voice to be heard, and show the descent of His arm, with the
indignation of His anger and the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, tempest, and hailstones. (Is
30:30)

“For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; indeed it shall come down on Edom, and on the people of My
curse, for judgment. The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made overflowing with fatness,
with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in
Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. The wild oxen shall come down with them, and the
young bulls with the mighty bulls; their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust saturated with
fatness.” (Is 34:5-7)

Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be
saved out of it….For this is the day of the Lord God of hosts, a day of vengeance, that He may avenge
Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; it shall be satiated and made drunk with their
blood; for the Lord God of hosts has a sacrifice in the north country by the River Euphrates. (Jer 30:7;
46:10)

The Lord also will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will
shake; but the Lord will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. (Joel 3:16)

That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness….Neither their silver nor their gold shall
be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire
of His jealousy, for He will make speedy riddance of all those who dwell in the land….‘And I will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day…. It shall be one day which is known to the Lord—neither
day nor night. But at evening time it shall happen that it will be light. (Zeph 1:15, 18; 3:9; 14:7)

I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms. I will
overthrow the chariots and those who ride in them; the horses and their riders shall come down, every
one by the sword of his brother. (Hag 2:22)



In that day,” says the Lord, “I will strike every horse with confusion, and its rider with madness; I will
open My eyes on the house of Judah, and will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness….In that
day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of
Megiddo….It shall come to pass in that day that a great panic from the Lord will be among them.
Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor, and raise his hand against his neighbor’s hand; such also
shall be the plague on the horse and the mule, on the camel and the donkey, and on all the cattle that
will be in those camps. So shall this plague be. (Zech 12:4; 11; 14:13-15)

“Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, which I
have reserved for the time of distress, for the day of war and battle?” (Job 38:22, 23)

And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. (Rev 16:21 cf. Ex 9:22-
26; Jos 10; Ps 78:47-48; 105:32; 148:8; Is 28:17; 32:19; Ezek 13:11-13; 38:22)

They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, from the terror of the Lord and
the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. In that day a man will cast away
his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which they made, each for himself to worship, to the moles and
bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the crags of the rugged rocks, from the terror of the Lord
and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily.(Is 2:19-21)

“It shall be in that day,” says the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land,
and they shall no longer be remembered. I will also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart
from the land. (Zech 13:2)

In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from
them (Rev 9:6).
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5.1 The Antichrist

I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer (Rev 6:2).

5.1.1 The Seven-year Covenant

Two major eventsthe apostasia (or departure) and the revelation of the man of sinshall precede the
Tribulation. Should apostasia or the falling away mean the rapture of the Church, the world shall sink to
despair whilst bogged down in the aftermath of Gog and Magog whose spoil suffices fuel for seven years



(Ezek 39:9). And though it seems that the human race has succeeded in destroying itself, end-time
prophecy promises that mankind will survive via a one-world government exemplified in ten kingdoms.

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly
strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering the
horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first
horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking pompous words….“Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on
earth, which shall be different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it
and break it in pieces. The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And another
shall rise after them; he shall be different from the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. He shall
speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall
intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and
half a time (Dan 7: 7-8, 23-25).

He shall regard neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall
exalt himself above them all. But in their place he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a god which his
fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and pleasant things (Dan
11:37, 38).

S. Michael Houdmann expounds that ‘Globalization is “the act extending an influence to all parts of the world.”
It involves the emergence of a single world market or deregulation resulting in internationalization. At first blush,
globalization doesn’t seem all that bad. Globalization seems to hold an answer to the world’s financial troubles,
among other things. However, prayerful consideration and research reveals disturbing historical precedence. The
historical form of globalization is military conquest.’92

For in the aftermath of Gog and Magog, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan (Rev 12:7-9), shall
sieve through the sea of hysteria and discern a political vacuum at the vortex of the European
confederation. So as the world appeals for calm, as global powers reinvent93 themselves, the man of sin that

92 “Should a Christian be opposed to globalization?” GotQuestions.org Web. 31 Jul 2013; ‘The political system of the first half
of the Tribulation is that the entire world will be sub-divided into ten, distinct nations ruled by ten kings. If Daniel's words in chapter seven
are taken literally, one cannot limit these ten nations merely to western Europe; they will have to cover the entire world. Perhaps the
European Union may someday become one of these ten, but it could never, biblically speaking, become all ten.’ Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum.
“The Campaign of Armageddon.” ariel.org Web. 4 Apr 2013. ‘Hence, it may be concluded that a normative and literal interpretation of
prophecy leads to the conclusion that the world is yet to see a revival of the ancient Roman Empire in its ten-nation confederacy form. In the
light of the amazing unification of Europe under the Common Market and the pressures of a modern situation which make the survival of
small, independent nations very difficult, such a move toward confederacy fits precisely into the temper of our modern international
situation. The appropriateness of this prophecy to our present day is another indication that the church may be ending its earthly course and
that end-time prophecy is about to be fulfilled.’ John F. Walvoord, “The Prophecy of The Ten-Nation Confederacy“ walvoord.com 18
Jul 2007. Web 4 Apr 2013. Further study: S. Michael Houdmannn, Lydia Saad, “Americans' Acceptance of Gay Relations Crosses
50% Threshold: Increased acceptance by men driving the change” gallup.com 25 May 2010. Web. 12 Feb 2014.

93  Andrew Rittman “Ministers ponder creation of EU super-president.” EUobserver. 20 Apr 2012. Dhara Ranasinghe in
article entitled “Singapore, the tiny state with military clout” offers an insight on potential global power shifts: “The greatest fears



loomed in shadows, slithers forth. Satan has thus staked his claim for world dominion by fronting his
prodigy - the Antichrist (Dan 7:8-26; 8:23, 24; 11:21, 24; Rev 13:1-9; 17:1-14; 2 Thess 2:3; 1 John 2:18). This is
the beast that strives until he reigns over every kindred, tongue, and nation (Rev 13:7).

Albeit a charismatic genius whose sword is a silver tongue, that serpent of old stays poised to strike
and when he does, some are done that he may rise. For what is he if not a pauper and a beggar arrested  by
the sweet tongue of a serpent to conjure visions of a world worth dying for. Masses shall fall to his feet
when they mistake his sweet-sounding words for the oracles of God. When the beast first arrives on stage
he plays suave to capture the vision of the people, broker for peace and secure a wonderful bliss on the
Palestinian hotbed. For in being more farsighted than his predecessors, he shall confirm a covenant with
many for one week. This is but a seven-year covenant with Israel.

Should he therefore seal the political stability that had long evaded the Middle East, many may
indeed hail him Fuhrer and applaud him for his amazing feat! He may likewise harbor a secret delusion of
grandeur as the messiah, if not God. For it is in him that the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who
opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God (2 Thess 2:1-4). Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is
antichrist who denies the Father and the Son (1 John 2:22). For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do
not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist (2 John 1:7). Be it a king or an
evil infrastructure, many will quiver in its wake as it demands compliance from everyone. For it is one that
wills complete power, authority and status. Any contest to its rule is suspect and duly dealt with. Fear
shall then sustain its established order. Its associates and minions, being no less ruthless, are but pawns:
perfunctory to its cause and thus, expendable. These have pledged their souls to the beast.

Insolent to even deny his heritage, the man of sin may nonetheless grasp the desire of Jewish women:
that is to succor the birth the Messiah, the analogy of which points to the birth pangs of Jewish repentance
that is the key to breach heaven for the return of Yeshua whom they had tragically spurned (Is 55; Hos
5:15; Zech 12:10-14; Rev 12:1-6). The beast knows all these but still he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a god
which his fathers did not know. The beast will in fact scheme to annihilate his personal threat: the Jews.94

for a small country like Singapore lie in two things – coercion by bigger powers and strategic uncertainty that arises from any conflict
between great powers,” said William Choong, Shangri-La Dialogue senior fellow for Asia-Pacific Security at the International Institute for
Strategic Studies. “Singapore's defense spending should be seen in such a context.” 9 Feb 2014 cnbc.com Web. 14 Feb 2014.

94 NB. Not only does the onslaught of the LGBT movement undermine God‘s original design of heterosexual marriage, it
is but a primer for the beast to make his debut and be accepted. Mankind being accustomed to the gay lifestyle will not discern
the beast that comes to champion their cause if only for his own end and thereafter spurn them. There will be blood and some
will burn! (Rom 1:26-32; Rev 21:7, 8). ‘Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) social movements is a political ideology
and social movement that advocate for the full acceptance of LGBT people in society (Gayism). In these movements, LGBT
people and their allies have a long history of campaigning for what is now generally called LGBT rights, sometimes also called
gay rights or gay and lesbian rights.’ Wikipedia. “LGBT Social Movements“. n. d. Web. 10 Feb 2014.
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5.2 The 144,000

The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying
wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion,
that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thess 2:9-12)

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away! (2 Tim 3:1-5)

If the abomination of desolation is destined for the middle of the seven-year period, it arrives on an ashen



landscape. For since the day of the Lord began, a third of the earth’s vegetation has been charred, a fourth of
mankind lays waste, a third of the seas soaks in blood, the skies are blotched black and the moon
bloodshot. An apocalyptic mayhem such as this may likewise be met by a meteor that slams the Atlantic
and sends a ripple of unprecedented earthquakes, killer tsunamis and volcanic eruptions. With a third of
the ships ditched in the seas, it is needless to explain what ignites a global conflict between nuclear powers.
These, left in the wake of the four dreaded horsemen and the seven-sealed scroll, are but the beginning of
sorrows that corresponds to the aftermath of the first half of the tribulation (Rev 6:1-8; Matt 24:4-15; Dan
9:24-27).

Ravished by disasters and endless wars, men will murder for a morsel of bread when inflation
skyrockets (Rev 6:5, 6) or devour each other in the face of famine. A conscience so seared shall render the
unthinkable real should vogue spell vulgar, incest and bestiality. This disastrous descend,95 falling short of
doom, corresponds to the first four seal judgments of Revelation 6:1-8.

Shall the world be told about the man of sin and his vile agenda? Shall the world be warned of the
wrath to come: the seven golden vials full of the wrath of God? (2 Thess 2:3; Rev 15:7; 2 Pet 3:3).

Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favorable no more? Has His mercy ceased forever? And
has His promise failed forevermore? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His
tender mercies? (Ps 77:7-9)

For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? (Rom 10:13, 14)

‘Has God forgotten to be gracious?’ Once again in the bleakest hour of human history, when men shake their
fists at God, the LORD reaches for a generation mauled by the beast. That the world shall not be deluded but
be informed of its deceit shall be conveyed by 144,000 male virgin Jews that God has sealed from all the
tribes of the children of Israel. This seal of ownership, protection and sanctification may also be a metaphor
for every believer (Eph 4:30; 2 Tim 2:19; John 6:27; Eph 1:13). Theseredeemed from among men, being first
fruits to God and to the Lamb (Rev 14:4)shall preach the unsullied Word of God to all. Many with a
flippant view of the end will cringe at their message. Many still within the house of God will be chastened.
For the hour, long forewarned by the apostles since 65 AD, has arrived.

95 “List of natural disasters by death toll.” Wikipedia. n. d. Web. 7 Mar 2014. "The 10 Most Expensive Cities In The World."
Business Insider. 5 Mar 2014. Web. ‘The survey calculates cost of living based on prices for 160 products and services, including food,
clothing, rent, and transportation. Each cost of living index is set in relation to New York’s, which is fixed at a base of 100...[e.g] No.6
Caracas ranked #9 last year. The current cost of living index is 118. Loaf of white bread: Today: $11.02 Last year: $9.40. Five years ago:
$6.98.’ Julie Zeveloff, “The world's worst natural disasters: Calamities of the 20th and 21st centuries” World CBC News Aug 30,
2010 Web. 7 Mar 2014.

‘..The term BDSM is believed to have been coined as a compound initialism in the 1990s to combine communities and
practices that had a significant amount of crossover – bondage and discipline (B&D or B/D), dominance and submission (D&S or
D/s), and sadomasochism or sadism and masochism (S&M or S/M); The Folsom Street Fair (FSF) is an annual BDSM and leather
subculture street fair held on the last Sunday in September and caps San Francisco's "Leather Pride Week"’. Wikipedia.  “BDSM”
Web. 11 Feb 2013. Further study: Thomas Ice, “An Interpretation of Matthew 24-25 (Part 8).” Pre-Trib Research Center. Web. 15
Feb 2014.



For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will
the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now “If the righteous is scarcely saved where will
the ungodly and the sinner appear? (1 Pet 4:18, 19)

that you be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and saviour, knowing this first: that scoffers will come in
the last days, walking according to their own lusts and saying “Where is the promise of his coming?
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” (2 Pet
3:2,  3)

If ever the voice of martyrs rang clear, it is by these few. And as many that heed their call to buck the beast
these many are beheaded when Satan homes in on them. For the beast demands worship (John 10:10).
What good then is a bloody martyr save for the souls that come into a saving faith in Christ Jesus evena
great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples and tongues (Rev 7:9). As for the 144,000
evangelists, none is lost but all accounted for in Christ Jesus.96

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did
they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who come
out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who
sits on the throne will dwell among them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the
sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd
them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
(Rev 7:13-17)

Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-
four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. (Rev 14:1)

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands.

96 S. Michael Houdmann. “Who are the 144,000?” GotQuestions.org. Web. 1 Oct 2012. ‘In several passages, the Bible refers to
the tribulation as a time of trouble for the Jews. The phrase “Jacob's trouble” pertains to the descendants of Jacob. Jeremiah 30:7 says that this
time of trouble will come just before the Lord returns to save His people. The final week of Daniel's 70th week is yet to take place. An angel
told Daniel that, “70 weeks are determined unto thy people” (Dan. 9:24). Scripture never mentions that the tribulation is meant to be a time
of testing for Christians. However, some post-tribbers try to claim that they are the ones being tested during the tribulation. To make this so,
they need to spiritualize the 144,000 Jewish believers in Revelation 7:2-8 who receive God's protective seal. Placing the Church dispensation
into the same time frame as the seven-year Jewish dispensation, as the post-tribbers do, raises one good question: Can two dispensations
transpire at the same time? In the past, God has only dealt with one at a time. Having both present during the tribulation would have to be
an exception.’ Todd Strandberg, “The Time of Jacob's Trouble.” The Pretribulation Rapture. n. d. Web. 1 Oct 2012.



And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev 20:4)

Martyr

Of Him who bled on Calvary’s hill
Has vowed to come, and come He will.
No hand can stay Him nor ever still
When woeful judgments slams us ill.

Then branded hands in madness weep,
“If rocks could crumble, sink us deep!”

But Death denies the wicked sleep
For Death has lapsed his lust to reap!

Shrills and yells and curses spell
Mere moments from abysmal hell.

Beyond the vale and mountains steep
Where God is Light and Light is He

Beyond the gales of frantic sleep
The blade is raised, but faith have we..

That walk upon celestial shores
And worship Him if all adore

Wherein our Shepherd gladly greets
His bloodied martyred mangled sheep

Our souls at rest avenged indeed
For sword and shield and blood decreed
The life with Him shall no more weep.

LSJ
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5.2.1 Premonitions of the Beast and the False Prophet

Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favorable no more? Has His mercy ceased forever? And
has His promise failed forevermore? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His
tender mercies? (Ps 77:7-9)

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son. As they called them, so they
went from them; they sacrificed to the Baals, and burned incense to carved images. “I taught Ephraim to
walk, taking them by their arms; but they did not know that I healed them. I drew them with gentle
cords, with bands of love, and I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed
them (Hosea 11:1-4).

History as such has proven man conceited and God incredibly kind to embrace His fallen creature through
covenants of redemption made with His elect97 and their descendants. God’s love for man climaxed in the
incarnation of Christ Jesus, His only begotten Son. By faith alone in the Christ of God (Luke 9:20) is one
justified, forgiven and imputed with the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21). His seal of the Holy Spirit is a
guarantee of one’s eternal security in God. There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit (Rom 8:1).

So, did God ever abandon His Creation? Is man in complete control of each moment of his destiny?
‘Deism holds that God does not intervene with the functioning of the natural world in any way, allowing it to run
according to the laws of nature. For Deists, human beings can only know God via reason and the observation of
nature, but not by revelation or supernatural manifestations (such as miracles) – phenomena which Deists regard
with caution if not skepticism’ (Wikipedia).

So, once again in the darkest hour of human history when mankind is scourged by the Antichrist,
when men shake their fists at God, the LORD reaches for a generation mauled by the beast via 144,000 male
virgin Jews and Two Witnesses (Rev 11:3-6). If ever the voice of martyrs rang clear, it is by these
unflinching few that convey the unsullied Word of Godif only to be stilled by the snarls of age-old
counterfeits. For many have come to add or omit what the Holy Spirit has sufficed in the canon of Holy
Scripture.98 A student of Scripture would therefore do well to dive into the text, camp by the concordance
and skim the commentary.

These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.(Acts 17:11)

97 ‘..the framework of three overarching theological covenants: the Covenant of Redemption, the Covenant of Works, and
the Covenant of Grace. These three are called "theological covenants" because although not explicitly presented as covenants,
they are, according to covenant theologians, implicit in the Bible. In brief, Covenant Theology teaches that God has established
two great covenants with mankind and a covenant within the Godhead to deal with how the other two relate. Theopedia.
“Covenant theology.” Web. 1 Oct 2012. Jeremiah 33:19-26 cites one example of the permanence of God’s covenant.

98 Most cessationists believe that, while God can and still does perform miracles today, the Holy Spirit no longer uses
individuals to perform miraculous sign. “Is cessasionism biblical? GotQuestions.org n.d. Web 1 Oct 2012.



Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the
ruin of the hearers. Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase
to more ungodliness. (2 Tim 2:14-16 Approved and Disapproved Workers)

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. (Heb 4:12)

knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Pet 1:20,
21)

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves…Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’
And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
(Matt 7:15; 21-23)

“Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit….Then if
anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and
false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even
the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.” (Matt 15:14; 23-25)

“Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
will deceive many. (Matt 24:4, 5)

For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different
spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well
put up with it! (2 Cor 11:4)

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a
different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the
gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we
have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches
any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. For do I now persuade men,
or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.
(Gal 1:6-10)

If Jesus had identified the many false christs and false prophets as being among the sheepfold then, what



more of the present glut of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers should they be all but
pontificates that prefigure the beast and the False Prophet (Eph 4:11; Rev 13:5; Dan 7:20; 11:36). Shall their
works thenbeing the working of Satan, with all power, signs and lying wondersbe but chaff in the furnace
that likewise beckons the beast and the False Prophet (Rev 19:20)? And if the occult99 could conjure a different
gospel (2 Cor 11:4), what more of bible-believing saints that tinker with Scripture? For when one
emphasizes a doctrine of Scripture at the exclusion of others, a fallacy is concocted as a strange brew
ferments over a strange fire (Lev 10:1; Num 3:4). He that drinks of it produces good and bad fruit.

Interestingly, Christianity as an offshoot of Judaism, was slapped with heresy as an infant.100 What is
heresy? Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry (CARM) defines heresy as ‘Any doctrine that deviates
from the historical, orthodox, and biblical position of the Christian Church, throughout Church history, as judged
from a Protestant perspective. There are heresies that are damnable (denying the Deity of Christ, denying Christ's
physical resurrection, denying justification by grace through faith, etc.). There are heresies that are not damnable
(advocating women pastors; practicing polygamy, divorce for convenience sake, etc.) There are also teachings within
Christianity that are debatable whereas differences of opinion are not heresy (eating or not eating meat, worship on
Saturday or Sunday, etc.)…’

An example of a doctrine veered off course is the new and better covenant that supersedes the Old
(Heb 7:22; 8:6). Supercessionism is another name for replacement theology which sees the Church replace
Israel and the Law, a view faulted as antinomian. ‘Antinomianism comes from the Greek meaning lawless. In
Christian theology it is a pejorative term for the teaching that Christians are under no obligation to obey the laws of
ethics or morality.’ (Theopedia)

Another error gone viral is a vice peddled by the Word-of-Faith (WOF) movement.101 For to customize
an edict to “I declare and I decree”, the flippant must twist the psalmist’s cry that resonates of the Messiah,
usurp the King and elevate himself as god! He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in

99 Occult. A) noun. plural noun: occults 1. mystical, supernatural, or magical powers, practices, or phenomena. "a secret
society to study alchemy and the occult" the supernatural, the paranormal, supernaturalism, magic, black magic, witchcraft,
sorcery, necromancy, wizardry, the black arts, Kabbalah, cabbalism, occultism, diabolism, devil worship, devilry, voodoo,
hoodoo, white magic, witchery, witching, orenda, mysticism; makutu; rare theurgy. B) adjective: occult; 1. involving or relating
to mystical, supernatural, or magical powers, practices, or phenomena. "an occult ceremony" supernatural, magic, magical,
mystical, mystic, paranormal, psychic, necromantic, preternatural, transcendental; secret, hidden, dark, concealed, veiled,
invisible, obscure, recondite, cryptic, arcane, abstruse, esoteric, cabbalistic; inexplicable, unexplainable, unfathomable,
incomprehensible, impenetrable, unrevealed, puzzling, perplexing, mystifying, mysterious, enigmatic, hermetic "occult powers"
communicated only to the initiated; esoteric. "the typically occult language of the time" 2. Medicine. “Occult definition of occult
in Oxford dictionary (British & World English).” oxforddictionaries.com Web. 12 Feb 2014.

100 Strong's Number G139 matches the Greek αἵρεσις (hairesis), which occurs 9 times in 9 verses in the Greek concordance
of the KJV. See Acts 5:17; 15:5; 24:5, 14; 26:5; 28:22; 1 Cor 11:19; Gal 5:20; 2 Pet 2:11. But this I confess unto thee, that after the way
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: (Act 24:14).

101  1) Fee, Gordon. The Disease of the Health and Wealth Gospels. Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 1985. Print. 2)
Joseph Mattera, “10 Ways the Word of Faith Movement Went Wrong.” Charisma News. 19 Sep 2013. Web. 1 Oct 2013. 3) SO4J-
TV, “Exposing Word of Faith Prosperity Gospel Justin Peters SO4J-TV .” Online video clip. YouTube. 18 Apr 2009. Web. 4 April
2013. See also “A Call for Discernment.” Seminar Overview. YouTube. 2 Feb 2013. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Recorded October 14, 2012
at the Biblical Worldview Weekend Conference. “A Call for Discernment” is a comprehensive biblical critique of what is
properly known as the Word of Faith movement but is more commonly known as the Health and Wealth, or, Prosperity gospel.
Word-Faith theology essentially holds that it is always God's will for a person to be monetarily wealthy and physically healed.
JustinPeters.org.



derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure: “Yet I have set My
King on My holy hill of Zion.” “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have
begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your
possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” (Ps 2:4-9)

And how is God disposed toward nations that have conspired against the LORD and against His
anointed? He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure. Make no mistake, when
God declare the decree in His wrath nations will utterly break, dash and perish. Who then would dare ascribe
such majesty to himself if not Satan epitomized by one mortal - the Prince of Tyre. Of him it was said:
“Because your heart is lifted up, and you say, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods, in the midst of the seas,’ yet you
are a man, and not a god, though you set your heart as the heart of a god (Ezek 28:2). Who else then ascribes such
majesty to himself today if but the fool - in delusions of grandeur - aping the overarching presumption of
the ineffectual Word-faith pimp! (cf. Jer 7)

A musing on the Word of Faith

The Word of Faith, aptly spoken, facilitates my need
Elevates my moment, alleviates my greed

The elements, congealed as tokens, fumble at my feet
They bow like one beholden to validate my creed

Am I not a god, a saintly debonair
Seated in the heavenly with Christ as my co-heir?

So give me now my lot, deliver up my share!
Away ye faithless contemporaries, I decree and declare! LSJ

To think: if sinners could decree words into matter, why then is God needed? Is creationism but an
apology to refute Darwinism and the Big Bang after which God is silenced so that the Word-faith devotee
may once again assert godhood ‘because as He is, so are we in this world’ (1 John 4:17b)? For in predicating on
Psalm 82:6 ‘..You are gods,102 and all of you are children of the Most High”’ and ignoring its adjoining verse
‘But you shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes” many a Word-faith pimp have assumed deity.
Matthew Henry in his Commentary on Psalm 82 notes, ‘But what is man, that he should be thus
magnified? He called them gods because unto them the word of God came, so our Saviour expounds it (Jn
10:35); they had a commission from God, and were delegated and appointed by him to be the shields of the
earth, the conservators of the public peace, and revengers to execute wrath upon those that disturb it,
Rom. 13:4.‘ But such is a text when blown out of context for a pretext elevates men to gods!

Must an appreciation of God’s galactic grandeur remind us that man is but dust and to dust he shall
return?103 O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above the

102 or, "judges" (Exod 21:6; 22:9), God's representatives. Commentary by A. R. Fausett on Psalm 82.
103 Recommended: Kaku, Michio. Parallel Worlds: A Journey Through Creation, Higher Dimensions, and the Future of the

Cosmos. NY: Doubleday, 2004. Meyer, Stephen C. Signature in the Cell: DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design. NY:
HarperCollins Publishers, 2009; Stroud, James. Mere Christian Apologetics: An Apologetics Handbook covering Intelligent Design, God,
Christ, and the Entire Biblical Narrative in 100 pages. FL: Xulon Press, 2011;



heavens!….When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have
ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him? (Ps 8:1, 3, 4).

Evangelicals bending truth for error have also spawned an apostolic brood that, for the sheer lack of
discernment, lures bible-believing assemblies into matters that demand an unquestioning blind allegiance
or otherwise be accursed. These self-proclaimed apostleslike their vain predecessors who claimed secret
superior knowledge (a la gnosis)channel new paradigms that shepherds regurgitate to their sheep which
altogether authenticates the strong delusion God sends (2 Thess 2:9-11). Montanism has thus sired a late
offspring known as The Third Wave New Apostolic Reformation. ‘Montanism was an early Christian
movement of the late 2nd century, later referred to by the name of its founder, Montanus, but originally
known by its adherents as the New Prophecy….Although it came to be labeled a heresy, the movement
held similar views about the basic tenets of Christian doctrine to those of the wider Christian Church. It
was a prophetic movement that called for a reliance on the spontaneity of the Holy Spirit and a more
conservative personal ethic. Parallels have been drawn between Montanism and modern-day movements
such as Pentecostalism, the charismatic movement, and the New Apostolic Reformation.’ (Wikipedia)104

John MacArthur in addressing “The Modern Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” cites the NAR: “It is not
new, it is not apostolic, and it is not a reformation…This is a new kind of a Charismania, it’s sort of on
steroids. One writer said it’s Charismania with shots of adrenalin. And here’s what their basic claim is, that
the Holy Spirit has revealed to them that in the year 2001, we entered into the second apostolic age…in the
year 2001 we entered into the second apostolic age. What does that mean? It means that the long-lost
offices of New Testament prophet and New Testament apostle have been restored, that the Holy Spirit has
given the power of prophecy and the power and authority of an apostle to certain people in this
generation of the church since 2001. It seems very odd to me that the Holy Spirit would give that to people
whose theology is unbiblical and totally aberrant...The Movement is marked by super excess ecstatic,
bizarre behavior. Emotionalism ran amuck, all kinds of crazy revelations, behaviors. Peter Wagner is the
father of this, as he has been involved in all kinds of other aberrations through the years, including starting
the Church Growth Movement which gave life to the pragmatism movement which as we know is so
ubiquitous. Their influence has been growing and recently jumped into the political realm, and I’ll tell you
how.”105

Needless to say, the spirit of the age have churned out a glut of prophesies, dreams and visions of
near and far misses: of one cancelling the other, of many losing bite, and many still being but a covert
medium for a different gospel (Gal 1:6-10). A message departing from the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
nonetheless a self-fulfilling prophecy of apostasy and strong delusion (2 Thess 2:9-11). This other gospel (Gal
1:9), a Petri dish of Modern, New Age and Scientific Thought,106 is disseminated in various ways even via

104 1) “Montanism.” Wikipedia. Web. 10 Feb 2014. 2) Sandy Simpson. “The Third Wave ‘New Apostolic Reformation’:
Heretical doctrines and ideas that have fused together to form the teachings of the movement.” deceptioninthechurch.com Oct
2002. Web. 31 Jul 2012. 3) Gibson, Keith. Wandering Stars: Contending for the Faith with the New Apostles and Prophets. AL: Solid
Ground Christian Books, 2011. Print. 4) Even ‘Al Jazeera called the NAR “America's Own Taliban“ in an article highlighting
NAR's dominionism as bearing resemblance to Islamic extremism as seen in groups such as the Taliban due to the NAR's
language concerning spiritual warfare.’ Wikipedia. “New Apostolic Reformation.” n. d. Web. 1 Mar 2014 (cf. Paul Rosenberg,
“America's own Taliban. A fast growing right-wing politico-religious presence plans to implement an end-times, Christian
theocracy in the US.” America's own Taliban. Opinion. Al Jazeera English. 28 Jul 2011. Web. 1 Mar 2014)

105 John MacArthur, “The Modern Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.” Grace to You 23 Oct 2011 Web. 1 Aug 2012.
106  Fr. Jack Ashcraft, “The Bare Fisted Cleric.” trueexorcist.com Web. 4 April 2013.



bible-believing Christians.
Why then is church attendance important when it is the antithesis of the Gospel that draws the

gullible to feed on the fallacies of the post-modern church viz. The Emergent, the New Age, the NAR, the
Word of Faith, etc.? Church may then be better off with two or three gathered in His name to worship Him
in spirit and in truth sans an adulterated Gospel. Therefore, know your affiliates and their ilk because the
church is a corrupt institution that even the world blushes at and shies away. Church as a religion is an
industry that preys on the human psyche that is prone to manipulation. Even as we speak, history
chronicles her wide deception in lurid detail. We, like sheep that have gone astray, shall one day give
account as to why we gravitated toward a one world religion and a one world government that is
altogether Antichrist! (I can put up signs to warn you but no further than the fiery Pit. There will be blood
and some will burn! Church experience has gone from holy to harrowing to harassment! Ichabod–the
glory has departed!)

So, like the saints of Berea who ‘were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so’ (Acts 17:11), be
discerning of the unbiblical teachings and cryptic practices that many have unwittingly embraced as truth
whilst Judeo-Christian buzzwords like sin, repentance, fear of the LORD, Judgment Seat of Christ, Great White
Throne, are all but rare if not absent from the pulpit ministry let alone the vernacular of today’s
postmodern believer. This ought not to be when scripture commands every believer to weigh every
cursory utterance against the standard of Holy Scripture, discerning truth from error.

A saint should never be intimidated to question any uncontested authority of the postmodern five-
fold ministry. Would it be that leaders of yesteryear and today need give a greater account for this before
the Judgment Seat of Christ, if not the Great White Throne should they have all been but hireling
shepherds? Paul in guarding His flock with godly jealousy exposed107 the charlatans of his day, even
naming them. No sooner then, John too raised the alarm on end time frauds. As for Jude, the Lord’s
brother, he went ballistic on them!

that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting (Eph 4:14)

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be

107 Paul in guarding His flock with godly jealousy exposed the charlatans of his day. 2 Timothy 1:15.. those in Asia have
turned away from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.; 2:17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and
Philetus are of this sort, 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved
concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was; 4:10 for Demas has forsaken
me, having loved this present world,...14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works. 15
You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words. 3 John 1:9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the
preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with
malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting [them] out of the
church..

This article, 1 The Believer and Positive Confession ©1980 General Council of the Assemblies of God, on the Word-Faith teaching
issued 32 years ago now looks like an old whore raped to the bone, ditched and drained of truth (ag.org Web. 4 Dec 2012). Alas,
the biblical Pentecostal! Perhaps its easier to laugh off the issue and be fleeced until the poor soul crosses the threshold to find
his belief all but dead wrong!



corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we
have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different
gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!….But what I do, I will also
continue to do, that I may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded
just as we are in the things of which they boast. For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms
himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves
into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. (2 Cor 11:3, 4; 12-15)

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they
might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. But you have an anointing from the Holy One,
and you know all things. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you
know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is
antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he
who acknowledges the Son has the Father also….These things I have written to you concerning those
who try to deceive you. But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do
not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is
true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. (1 John 2:18-23; 26, 27)

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1)

For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the
flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we
worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor
greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. (2 John 7-11)

The Book of Jude. Contend for the Faith. Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain men have crept in
unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of
our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Old and New Apostates. But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord,
having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. And
the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality



and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. Yet Michael
the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring
against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” But these speak evil of whatever
they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt
themselves. Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of
Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

Apostates Depraved and Doomed. These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you
without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried aboutby the winds; late
autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming up
their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. Now Enoch,
the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten
thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all
their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

Apostates Predicted. These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and
they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. But you, beloved, remember the
words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: how they told you that there
would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. These are
sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

Prey on God’s Turf
O Vanity of vanities that Irony should hiss:
“The Preacher penned a message bent on praising God but missed!”
What worth is there if preaching sends a letter contrary
So compromised to God’s demise yet hail a victory?
Worthless then - a preacher’s rant - has God dispelled and tweaked:
A god apportioned and appended for an amalgamated freak!

The preacher’s world is not your worth to have your money spent
Woe is he to hail his worth as if to God you lent!
The preacher calls your heart to mirth and wrestles for your soul
If first to chill your latent heart then slip you to your role!
The feckless fall to muddled thoughts that battle for their minds
They think their lives are sadly naught but churchy pantomime

An implication rents your heart apart: you spill your tears and vow
To join the masses down the aisle: the hour of his power!
Scores of drones are streaming in to feel the man, the cloth,
The wine, the bread, the chorus hymns, if elements of wrath!



Anointed as the labor seems with waves of people floored
The silent hosts in heaven sees the feigning ‘move of God’!

And whilst the team behind him beam and bow and wave from velvet loft
The token treasures in their coffers speak a sanctioned way to sloth!
“And lo, its better than its been!” they gasp and then guffaw
The tithes has had the flocks so fleeced if not a tenth than more!
What then is there, apart from him, your calling less divine?
You’ve succored all the Preacher’s schemes, you’ve made the man divine!

These beastly premonitions now and then, can you discern their howls?
Unless the strong delusion God has sent has kept you disavowed!
Beware: Of tongues that pray in spite; and exploits found on steam;
The razzle-dazzle of the lights; the prancing preacher and his gleam;
The catholic high with Mom astride; the neo-Reformer’s hyped up hymn;
The missionary’s maiden plight; the beggar buzzing at your seams..

Have ears to hear but spurn the catch, a timely tickle’s nice
A balm to soothe your itching patch - more Gospel-centered lies!
But stripped of tampered, twisted, tailored means should Scripture blaze The Way
If not for God’s unfettered few in sync, more sheep are lured astray.
So guard your heart, your mind and drink the pure milk of The Word
The preacher prowls for souls asleep and mauls you on God’s turf!

Who’s worthy then of sinful men if saints are yet to be?
The preacher man is still a man depraved and vain is he. LSJ

Further study: Jeremiah 23 “False Prophets and Empty Oracles“; Ezekiel 34 “Irresponsible Shepherds“; Matthew
23 “Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees“; Revelation 1-3 “The Seven Churches“ viz. The Loveless Church, The
Persecuted Church, The Compromising Church, The Corrupt Church, The Dead Church, The Faithful
Church, The Lukewarm Church. Grant, Robert M. trans. 1997. Irenaeus of Lyons. “Against Heresies” London:
Routledge.

Recommended study: “Marjoe.” Dir. Howard Smith, Sarah Kernochan. Perf. Marjoe Gortner. Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 1972. DVD; General Council of the Assemblies of God, “1 The Believer and
Positive Confession ©1980.” Web. 7 Oct 2012; Dave Hunt, Seduction of Christianity (CA: Harvest House
Publishers, 1985); Gordon Fee, The Disease of the Health and Wealth Gospels (Vancouver: Regent College
Publishing, 1985); D.R. McConnell, A Different Gospel: A Historical and Biblical Analysis of the Modern Faith
Movement (MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1988); Albert James Dager, Kingdom Theology (1992); Hank
Hanegraaff, Christianity in Crisis (Eugene: Harvest House, 1993); John MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993); Walter, Martin. The Kingdom of the Cults. ed. Ravi Zacarias (Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2003); Lane Ch, “The Roots of the Emergent Church and Relevance” by Dr. Francis



Schaeffer. Online video clip. YouTube. Oct 2, 2007. Web. 1 Dec 2012; Christian J. Pinto, “Megiddo II: The
New Age, The Lie of the Serpent.” Contrib. Dave Hunt, Caryl Matrisciana, Kent Hovind, Joe Schimmel,
Stan Monteith. Adullam Films, 2008. DVD; JohnTheBaptistTV “False spirits invade the church: Kundalini
Warning by Andrew Strom. Part 1” YouTube. Online. Uploaded 5 Jul 2010. Web. 22 Jan 2012; Keith
Thompson, “Word of Faith Teachers: Origins & Errors of Their Teaching (Full Film). Online video clip.
YouTube. Uploaded Nov 8, 2012. Web. 1 Dec 2012; The New Apostolic Reformation: What is it and where is it
going? Every Pastor Needs This! by Bill Randles, Arnold Fruchtenbaum, Jacob Prasch, Mike Oppenheimer,
Orrel Steinkamp, Gary Gilley, Dave Hunt, Sandy Simpson, et al. This is a 6-DVD exposé of the NAR and
it's leadership; Caryl Matrisciana, “Wide Is The Gate: The Emerging New Christianity” 5 DVD Volumes,
2011; “Secrets of the Vatican” Frontline PBS online 25 Feb 2014.

Fig. 47 MYSTERY BABYLONShe rides a scarlet beast. Available soon in 3DDeath, Doom &
Destruction  oilpencil

5.2.2 Ecumenism108

108 Ecumenism is an interdenominational initiative aimed at greater Christian unity or cooperation. The term is used predominantly



Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial?
Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God with idols?
For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I
will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate,
says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you
shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (2 Cor 6:14-18)

And I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins,
and lest you receive of her plagues. (Rev 18:4)

Today, while the seven seals tarry, the church flirts with another Jesus. She has stained herself with a
different gospel (2 Cor 11:4). She has within her foldssyncretism109as a primer for the coming man of sin.
When he comes in the first half of the Tribulation, he will sip her other gospel (Gal 1:8, 9) and engage her to
birth his one-world religion. But how did the Church get there? Can the whole be defined by its parts?
Watch.

The process of backsliding and alienation110 took root in the first century church when the adversary
visited her with Gnostic beliefs (1 John; Rev 2-3). With a little tweak here and a little lax there, her lowly
bent breathed life to a different gospel (2 Cor 11:4; Heb 3:12-13). A gospel that defies the standard of
Scripture gradually validates a permissive lifestyle. Wayne Grudem explains that “Sin is any failure to
conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude and nature. Sin is here defined in relation to God and his moral
law.”111 A backslider that defies biblical standard is like a dog that returns to lap up its vomit (2 Pet 2:22).
This points specifically to a non-biblical worldview. Some like the church at Ephesus eventually lost their
first love for God. A sobering truth then: a stagnant believer is as deadly as open apostasy.

 Should all these culminate in the harlot Church, shethe Grand Dame of vice and wealthwill have
her political clout pressing true believers. Had not the Church spilled the very blood of her martyrs and
drank it?112 Satanic deception shall likewise lure the elect to yoke with evil, that is the beast, and descend to

by and with reference to Christian denominations and Christian Churches separated by doctrine, history, and practice. Within this  with
interfaith dialogue or interfaith pluralism aimed at unity or cooperation among diverse religions and referring to a worldwide "religious
unity" by the advocacy of a greater sense of shared spirituality. (wikipedia)

109 religious syncretism: the fusion of diverse religious beliefs and practices. Instances of religious syncretism—as, for example,
Gnosticism (a religious dualistic system that incorporated elements from the Oriental mystery religions), Judaism, Christianity, and Greek
religious philosophical concepts—were particularly prevalent during the Hellenistic period (c. 300 bc–c. ad 300). - Encyclopedia
Britannica; Lane Ch, “The Roots of the Emergent Church and Relevance” by Dr. Francis Schaeffer. Online video clip. YouTube.
Oct 2, 2007. Web. 1 Dec 2012; ‘Religious leaders highlight significance of water at WCC assembly - World Council of Churches’
04 November 2013. World Council of Churches. Web.  1 Dec 2013.

110  Prof. Johan Malan, Backsliding from the True Jesus (2013).
111 Wayne Grudem. “The Definition of Sin.” Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. (Grand Rapids:

Zondervan) 1995.
112 “Persecution of Christians“ Wikipedia. n. d. Web. 27 Feb 2014. “Massacre of the Pure.” Time, 28 April 1961; Payne,

Stanley G., A History of Spain and Portugal p. 647; Payne, Stanley Spanish Catholicism: An Historical Overview, (University of
Wisconsin Press, 1984) p. 186; Henry Kamen, Spanish Inquisition (New Haven: Yale U P, 1998) p. 4; Mosse, George Lachmann,
Nazi culture: intellectual, cultural and social life in the Third Reich, p. 240, University of Wisconsin Press, 2003: "Had the Nazis
won the war their ecclesiastical policies would have gone beyond those of the German Christians, to the utter destruction of



eternal ruin. If that were possible, pray, how does the Church get there?

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction…Wisdom
calls aloud outside; she raises her voice in the open squares. She cries out in the chief concourses, at the
openings of the gates in the city she speaks her words: “How long, you simple ones, will you love
simplicity? For scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge. Turn at my rebuke; surely I
will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. Because I have called and you
refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, because you disdained all my counsel, and
would have none of my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes,
when your terror comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like a whirlwind, when distress and
anguish come upon you. Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently,
but they will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, they
would have none of my counsel and despised my every rebuke. (Prov 1: 7; 20-30)

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.
(Matt 7:15)

For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. (Matt 24:24, 25)

For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.
This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for,
but that we may receive a full reward. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If anyone
comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he
who greets him shares in his evil deeds. (2 John 7-11)

We are the church.
To be churched is merely organized religion.

We are the church.
To be churched is merely organized religion and that’s not the church.

We are the church.
To be churched is merely organized religion and that’s not the church, merely Babylon.

I have arrived only to get lost in this five hundred million dollar monstrosity.
“Good morning, welcome to church!” LSJ

Ecclesiastical Babylon was thus born to front a secular and religious philosophy. She is all antichrist.

both the Protestant and the Catholic Church."



Ecclesiastical Babylon may well be the pageant of every saint bent on global harmony. She triumphs at the
expense of the Orthodox and his sacred cow. She champions for peace without the Prince of Peace (Is 9:6).
Even now ecclesiastical Babylonthe religious whoreflirts with her kings. She has at her pulpit:
evangelists, apostates, pimps, pornographers, catholic, atheists, universalists, deconstructionists,113 etc.
‘Religion’ shall ultimately help propel the beast into power somewhat resembling the era when ‘Pius XI
became pope, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, on February 6, 1922, after the death of Benedict XV. He had
been born on May 31, 1857 in Desio, Italy. His reign as pope coincided with the rise of fascism, including the
dictatorships of Benito Mussolini in Italy, Adolph Hitler in Germany, and General Francisco Franco in Spain. All
three of these fascist leaders were Catholics and therefore, in the Catholic scheme of things, owed obedience to Pius XI.
Later, after the defeat of the fascists in World War II, the Catholic Church went to great lengths to disassociate itself
from fascism.’ William P. Meyers, Pius XI and the Rise of Benito Mussolini.114

But a social gospel that rejects the whole counsel of God is a different gospel. Global ecumenism,115 in effect, is
the bane of biblical separation (Gen 1-3; Deut 28-30; Rom 16:17-19; Rev 22). Chris Lawson observes ‘To note,
God used various forms of “separation” throughout the Genesis account and throughout His continued dealings with
Israel as a nation, tongue and people. To this day, God continues to command, through His Word, the
implementation of “separation” from false teaching, false teachers, and all who would corrupt and destroy God’s
Church and God’s Gospel message for humanity. The idea of “separation” is at the very root of God’s plans, from
beginning to end. Completely blind to this fact, global ecumenists and much of modern Evangelicalism are working
hard to see all of Christendom and Christianity meld into One global Christian movement (i.e., Evangelicals and
Catholics Together).’116

Fig. 48 JUDGED  pencil drawing  spilled coffee & a happy accident 

113 Deconstructionism: A term tied very closely to postmodernism, deconstructionism is a challenge to the attempt to establish any
ultimate or secure meaning in a text. Basing itself in language analysis, it seeks to "deconstruct" the ideological biases (gender, racial,
economic, political, cultural) and traditional assumptions that infect all histories, as well as philosophical and religious "truths." pbs.org

114   Meyers, William P. “Pius XI and the Rise of Benito Mussolini.” III Publishing. n. d. Web. 4 April 2013.
115  Ecumenism mainly refers to initiatives aimed at greater Christian unity or cooperation. These initiatives are often

referred to as interdenominational. It is used predominantly by and with reference to Christian denominations and Christian
Churches separated by doctrine, history, and practice. Within this particular context, the term ecumenism refers to the idea of a
Christian unity in the literal meaning: that there should be a single Church. Ecumenism is separate and distinct from
Nondenominational Christianity. Wikipedia. “Ecumenism” Web 12 Feb 2014. See also “Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The
Christian Mission in the Third Millennium” March 29, 1994. First Things. Web. 12 Feb 2014. “The WCC and the ecumenical
movement in the 21st century” World Council of Churches. Web. 12 Feb 2014. Acts 20:27; Gal. 1; 2 Co. 11:4; 1 Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:13;
2 Tim. 2:2; 2 Tim. 3:10; 2 Tim. 3:14; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 2:1.

116 Chris Lawson. “Global Ecumenism: The High Road to Trampling Truth Underfoot.” Spiritual Research Network, Inc. n.
d. Web. 31 Jul 2013.



Hireling, hireling debonair, you promised pastures green
Hireling, hireling everywhere, no blade of grass is seen!
Hireling, hireling debonair you fleece the flock and beam

Hireling, hireling running mad were wolves disguised as sheep!
Hark! The Shepherd’s near, the Shepherd’s back! the Master’s voice we heed

He sees the Creed of hired hands has left the flock to bleed
The Shepherd’s balm in gentle hands assures my soul to sleep

Hireling, hireling running scared shall pay for every bleat

Hireling, hireling frightful mad, had you not a clue?
For by the measure you have used, its measured back to you!

And when the Book of Life is opened and find your name eschewed
Your judgment, longtime spoken, ‘Depart from MeyouI never knew!’

Pastor preacher prophet friend, you promised pastures green
Flaunting visions, saving men, counting coffers clean

Hireling, hireling debonair what’s come now of your schemes?
Hireling, hireling everywhere fired up in screams! LSJ
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The Provocation

We never screams, we never fights the serpent’s seed pressed in our hides
We make no claims but he delights his name or number stamp our rights

But bended knees now bid thee nigh “Come blessed savior, Savior’s blight!
For such an hour of the night, come have thy blessed hope ignite!”

So bless his wonders, ye redeemed, that bear the mark and seal of him!
We’ll march like martyrs and be with him forever lauding him the King of kings!

We’ll march like martyrs, we redeemed, so blest to bear the mark and seal of him! LSJ

5.3 THE GREAT TRIBULATION117

“to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. “Know therefore and
understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the
Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, even
in troublesome times. “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be
with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which
is determined, is poured out on the desolate” (Dan 9:25-27).

Your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; when the
overflowing scourge passes through, then you will be trampled down by it. As often as it goes out it will
take you; for morning by morning it will pass over, and by day and by night; it will be a terror just to
understand the report.” For the bed is too short to stretch out on, and the covering so narrow that one
cannot wrap himself in it (Is 28:18-20).

For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape (1 Thess 5:3).

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour (1 John 2:18).

What then is the gist of the seven-year covenant between the beast and Israel if it be but the catalyst that

117 ‘In God’s prophetic masterpieces of Daniel and Revelation, there is a period of time that is said to be three and a half years. It is
described in four different ways: 1) Twelve hundred and sixty (1260) days (Revelation 12:6,14). This would be equivalent to 3½ years and
also equivalent to 42 months (each month having 30 days). 2) Forty-two (42) months (Revelation 11:2; 13:5). 3) “A time, times, and half a
time” (Daniel 12:7; Rev. 12:14)--if a “time” equals a year and if “times” equals two years, then “a time, times and half a time” would equal
3½ years. 4) Half of a week with the week consisting of seven years, hence a 3½ year period (Daniel 9:27).’ The Middletown Bible Church,
“The Great Tribulation: Future or Fulfilled?”



heralds the day of the Lord. For in spite of the good of its treatythat “Peace and safety!” is heard in that
daythe covenant enacts a predated omen by the prophet Isaiah (739 BC). Jesus spoke of these perilous
times as the beginning of sorrows. And whilst the first half of the tribulation period promises a world
besieged by death, doom and destruction, its latter half sees all hell break loose! This occurs when the
Antichrist revokes his covenant with Israel midway through the Tribulation and sets himself up as god.
“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” (Matt 24:15, 16).
What is the abomination of desolation? It is the image of the beast vested in the Temple by another beast - the
False Prophet - who gives the accursed a voice to blaspheme God yet demands that mankind worships the
beast (Rev 13)? This ‘is the time of Jacob’s trouble’ (Mark 13:4-13; Luke 21:8-19; Jer 30:7).

But who or what is the Antichrist? The Antichrist or the man of sin is the kingdom of the beast with
seven heads and ten horns that likens to the great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven
diadems on his heads (Rev 12:3). This beast in the spirit of the Antichrist may have driven the ancient
kingdoms of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome. John was thus accurate to lament
that the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (1 John 4:3; 5:19).

While some perceive the Antichrist as an Orwellian118 regime or Big Brother, others see it as Satan’s
seed when the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition (2 Thess 2:3; John 17:12). That it arises from the sea, the
beast, if not a system, may unmask a Mediterranean Gentile or a secular Jew.  Be it the king, the man of sin or
the king of Assyria, the beast shall maul a dying world in her last days. The beast is, in effect, the
personification of Satan which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world (1 John 4:2-3). All the
profiles of the most atrocious systems that has survived and could be revived will define the beast. Nero,
Hitler and Stalin may all pale against this dark entity. Man abandoned to the beast shall work his vilest yet,
so much so that ‘..when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:7).

Thus begins Daniel’s 70th weekthe day of the Lorda day of reckoning when God deals directly and
indirectly with the skeptic such as atheists, agnostics, and deists.119 It is a day when God judges Israel for
sin and the earth reels at the terror of the LORD. Be it a day or a week consisting of 1260 days, ‘the day of the
Lord’ spells tribulation.120 Should judgment begin now for Israel, God shall chastise His people for sins
committed under the Mosaic Covenant. Israel shall thus buckle under the weight of chastisement, repent
as a nation and turn to her Messiah Yeshua. And so all Israel will be saved (Rom 11:26). What she leaves in
her wake, however, is utter madness. Jeremiah declared of old that as grievous as the time of Jacob's troubles
may be, Israel will ultimately be saved. Paul too emphasized that the tribulation revolved around Israel

118  “Orwellian” is an adjective describing the situation, idea, or societal condition that George Orwell identified as being
destructive to the welfare of a free and open society. It connotes an attitude and a policy of control by propaganda, surveillance,
misinformation, denial of truth, and manipulation of the past, including the "unperson" — a person whose past existence is
expunged from the public record and memory, practiced by modern repressive governments. Often, this includes the
circumstances depicted in his novels, particularly Nineteen Eighty-Four. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. “Orwellian” Web. 4
April 2013. Andrew Rittman. “Ministers ponder creation of EU super-president.” EUobserver. 20 Apr 2012.

119 Further study: Humanist Manifestos I (1933) & II (1973) Buffalo, NY: Prometheus. Humanism and Its Aspirations (2003
a.k.a. Humanist Manifesto III). ‘The central theme of all three manifestos is the elaboration of a philosophy and value system which
does not necessarily include belief in any personal deity or "higher power", although the three differ considerably in their tone,
form, and ambition.’ Wikipedia. Web. n. d. 20 Mar 2014.

120 Richard Joseph Krejcir, “Tribulation.” Biblical Eschatology Blog n. d. Web. 13 Mar 2014. Tribulation: Strong’s 2347 thlipsis
tribulation, affliction, trouble, anguish, persecution, burdened, to be afflicted.



and not the Bride of Christthe Church. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess 5:9).

Behold then, the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (Rev
6:1-17). For the day of Christ was pronounced ever since the Lambthe Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
Davidunsealed the seven-seal scroll that unleashed the catastrophic judgments to slam the earth. Grisly
as the accounts were of the Jews that perished in the Roman siege of Jerusalem in 70 AD and the Nazi
genocide of European Jewry in World War II, these all shall pale against a coming holocaust that promises
an unprecedented toll on Israel and the world when nations converge at the campaign of Armageddon
(Rev 19:19; Ps 2:2; Zech 12:9).121 There will be blood and some will burn!

5.3.1 BabylonThe Religious Whore

All the premonitions of the beast and the false prophet converges at the Antichrist (Matt 24:24; 1 John 2:18;
4:1). His thrust into the global arena, however contested by the ten kings, shall see him vanquish three and
subdue seven. Then he waits and watches for his cue as he schemes his way. Midway through the
Tribulation period, at a time when people are saying “peace and safety”, the Antichrist will revoke his
covenant with Israel and he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. His lust for power is so steep that he
begins to stalk ecclesiastical Babylon.

According to Arnold Fructenbaum, Babylon has two sides: ecclesiastical and commercial122 (Rev 17-
18). In her ecclesiastical frock, her ecumenical flair has helped propel the man of sin into power. Who is she
then if not the apostate church. For in loving all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life (2 John 2:16) she has lifted her skirt for sensual gain. As much as she has helped spawn an
amalgamation of faiths, Babylon has become irrelevant to her suitor and fizzles midway through the
Tribulation. She is eventually ditched and devoured by the beast and his ten-nation federation.

5.3.2 Antichrist Worship

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing
in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), “then let those who are in Judea flee to the

121 1) Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, [Josephus, The Wars of the Jews VI.9.3
Chronology of the War According to Josephus Part 7, The Fall of Jerusalem. Josephus.org. n. d Web. 3 Feb 2014. 2) ‘Of the nine
million Jews who had resided in Europe before the Holocaust, approximately two-thirds were killed..’ The Holocaust. Wikipedia.
Web. 9 Feb 2014. Dawidowicz, Lucy S. The War Against the Jews. (1975). NY: Open Road Media, 2010, p. 403. ----. The Holocaust
and the Historians. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1983.

122 Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum, “The Campaign of Armageddon.” Ariel.org Web. N.d 1 Oct 2012. Harlot: porn; 1) a woman
who sells her body for sexual uses a) a prostitute, a harlot, one who yields herself to defilement for the sake of gain b) any
woman indulging in unlawful sexual intercourse, whether for gain or for lust 2) metaphor: an idolatress a) of "Babylon" i.e.
Rome, the chief seat of idolatry yields herself to defilement for the sake of gain. Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search
for 'porn (Strong's 4204)". 1996-2012.



mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him
who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time,
no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s
sake those days will be shortened. “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do
not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive,
if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand (Matt 24:15-25).

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? And now you know what
is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at
work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one
will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan,
with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess 2:3-12).

It is now at the sixth seal, at the midpoint of the tribulation, that evil defines itself. The beast shall now
proceed to make his public debut at the Temple123 in Jerusalem, if only to desecrate it! For, in effect, the man
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thess 2: 3, 4). This is the
blight Jesus warned ofthe abomination of desolationan affront to Yahweh who alone is God. Who is a
liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son (1 John 2:22).

Mankind may feel the chill of this momentthe spirit of the Antichristturning on itself with eyes
waning black with cold-blooded intent. Spiritual dominion has now a name as it claims its seat at the
Temple in Jerusalemonce graced by Yahweh. What then occurs in the heavenly realm is this: God is
mocked! So while the beast asserts deity with its enlivened image in the Temple of Jerusalem, the
provocation presses hard against the LORDthe God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacobwhen it begins to parcel
out the Holy Land. As the seventh seal unleashes the seven trumpets and the seven bowl judgments,
God’s wrath intensifies to the Second Advent. Woe, and more woes! for where the white-horse rider once

123 ‘And then he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. He goes right into the temple, that tells you
there’ll be a rebuilt temple in the time of the Tribulation, he goes right into the naos, right into the sanctuary, right into the innermost part of
the temple and he puts himself on the throne, exhibiting himself as if he is God. He moves into the rebuilt temple which for the Jews in the
time of the Tribulation will still symbolize the presence of God, the presence of Jehovah and he says that he's God, he is the true God, the true
Christ. So it's an act of deification. This is THE apostasy, this is THE rebellion.’  John MacArthur. “Christians and Antichrists, Part 1.”
gty.org 10 November 2002. Web. 1 Oct 2012.



advanced via charismatic genius, there is now the beast possessed by Satan having fierce features, who
understands sinister schemes. His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; he shall destroy fearfully, and
shall prosper and thrive; he shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people (Dan 8:23, 24).

Daniel in his vision saw this dark entity as the ‘..fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly
strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering the
horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first
horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a
mouth speaking pompous words (Dan 7:7-8; Matt 24:15).

The Beast from the Sea. Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous
name. Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth
like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. And I
saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all
the world marveled and followed the beast. So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?”
And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to
continue for forty-two months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His
name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. It was granted to him to make war with the saints
and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell
on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world. If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He who leads into captivity shall go
into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the
faith of the saints.

The Beast from the Earth. Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns
like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence,
and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was
healed. He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do
in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was
wounded by the sword and lived. He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the
image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be
killed. He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of
the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666 (Rev 13:1-18).

5.3.1 BabylonThe Religious Whore



All the premonitions of the beast and the false prophet converges at the Antichrist (Matt 24:24; 1 John 2:18;
4:1). His thrust into the global arena, however contested by the ten kings, has seen him vanquish three and
subdue seven. Now he waits and watches for his cue as he schemes his way. Midway through the
Tribulation period, at a time when people are saying “peace and safety”, the Antichrist revokes his covenant
with Israel and thus he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. His lust for power is so ill that he now
begins to stalk his lover - ecclesiastical Babylon - the false church.

According to Arnold Fructenbaum, Babylon has two sides: ecclesiastical and commercial124 (Rev 17-
18). In her ecclesiastical frock, her ecumenical flair has helped propel the man of sin into power. Who is she
then if not the apostate church. For in loving all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life (2 John 2:16) she has lifted her skirt for sensual gain. As much as she has helped spawn an
amalgamation of faiths, Babylon has become irrelevant to her suitor and fizzles midway through the
Tribulation. She is eventually ditched and devoured by the beast and his ten-nation federation.

5.3.2 Antichrist Worship

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing
in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), “then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him
who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time,
no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s
sake those days will be shortened. “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do
not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive,
if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand (Matt 24:15-25).

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? And now you know what
is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at
work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one
will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan,

124 Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum, “The Campaign of Armageddon.” Ariel.org Web. N.d 1 Oct 2012. Harlot: porn; 1) a woman
who sells her body for sexual uses a) a prostitute, a harlot, one who yields herself to defilement for the sake of gain b) any
woman indulging in unlawful sexual intercourse, whether for gain or for lust 2) metaphor: an idolatress a) of "Babylon" i.e.
Rome, the chief seat of idolatry yields herself to defilement for the sake of gain. Blue Letter Bible. "Dictionary and Word Search
for 'porn (Strong's 4204)". 1996-2012.



with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess 2:3-12).

It is now at the sixth seal, at the midpoint of the tribulation, that evil defines itself. The beast shall now
proceed to make his public debut at the Temple125 in Jerusalem, if only to desecrate it! For, in effect, the man
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thess 2: 3, 4). This is the
blight Jesus warned ofthe abomination of desolationan affront to Yahweh who alone is God.
Mankind feels the chill of this momentthe spirit of the Antichristturning on itself with eyes waning black
with cold-blooded intent. Spiritual dominion has now a name as it claims its seat in the Temple in
Jerusalem. What then occurs in the heavenly realm is thisGod is mocked!

So while the beast asserts deity with its enlivened image in the Temple of Jerusalem, the provocation
presses hard against the LORDthe God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacobwhen it begins to parcel out the Holy
Land. As the seventh seal unleashes the seven trumpets and the seven bowl judgments, God’s wrath
intensifies to the Second Advent. Woe, and more woes! For where the white-horse rider advanced via
charismatic genius, there is now the beast possessed by Satanhaving fierce features, who understands sinister
schemes. His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; he shall destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and
thrive; he shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people (Dan 8:23, 24).

5.3.3 Dangerous liaisons: The unholy trinity

As ravenous as beasts are, so is the second beast coming up out of the earth: it preys on the lame to own them
by the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. To consider a historicist view, the triangular
number 666 was once a cryptic metaphor for Nero who sent many Christians to death during his reign (54-
68 AD).126 This beast, that defies God and man, represents a religious power crafting the work of God in
honor of the first beast that bows to the dragon. So with the False Prophet counting three, the counterfeit
trinity prowls for game (Rev 13:11; 1 Pet 5:8).

Satan had and has within his ranks a wealth of minions to ply his creed since his fall. As the
diabolical genius that personifies the king of Babylonoverseer of the Babylonian world system of
commerceSatan has long staked his claim on the arts, philosophy, business and the many sciences ‘..for
the devil has sinned from the beginning’ (1 John 3:8). This may explain why the whole world lies under the sway of
the wicked one (1 John 5:19).

But having his days numbered now and destined for doom, he calls his due. His underlings has

125  ‘And then he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. He goes right into the temple, that tells you
there’ll be a rebuilt temple in the time of the Tribulation, he goes right into the naos, right into the sanctuary, right into the innermost part of
the temple and he puts himself on the throne, exhibiting himself as if he is God. He moves into the rebuilt temple which for the Jews in the
time of the Tribulation will still symbolize the presence of God, the presence of Jehovah and he says that he's God, he is the true God, the true
Christ. So it's an act of deification. This is THE apostasy, this is THE rebellion.’  John MacArthur. “Christians and Antichrists, Part 1.”
gty.org 10 November 2002. Web. 1 Oct 2012.

126  Richard J. Krejcir, “Revelation 13 11-18” netministry.com 2006 Web. 14 Mar 2014.



therefore scoured every strata of mankind to harvest his seed, namely, those whose minds the god of this
age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine on them (2 Cor 4:4). Sniffing their scent, knowing their bent, they seize them from powers, princes,
politicians and pimps pilfering the paltry pews of the proletariat. Among their recent catch was Nietzsche
who pronounced “God is Dead.“ Freud claimed it delusional for one to believe in a Creator God. Karl
Marx, said of religion: “It is the opium of the people.” One celebrity said of herself, “I am GOD.“ Anton
LaVey declared, “In the secret of my knowledge there is no God but me.” Even Word-of-Faith evangelicals
made gods of men when they spilled their ‘little god’ controversy. But older still was the prince of Tyre, (an
allegory of Satan) of whom scripture says: “Because your heart is lifted up, and you say, ‘I am a god, I sit in the
seat of gods, in the midst of the seas,’ yet you are a man, and not a god, though you set your heart as the heart of a god
(Ezek 28:2).127

How does one get lured and desensitized from the truth? The process is often subtle, painless and
undetected. More often that not, it comes by suggestion. As it was then in the Garden (Gen 3), so is the
forgery of conflict now between servant and master, them and us, one and another. Its goal remains the
same: to manipulate until blind allegiance has the elite, the elect and the imbecile numbered among the
vulgar that receive the mark of the beast! Has not recent breakthroughs in Radio-frequency identification
(RFID)128 technology caught up with apocalyptic Scripture? Those who choose to embrace the crude
paradigms of the beast - be it an ID card, an implanted microchip or a tattoo, etc. - will live like drones in an
imperial cult that bow to a list of demands on how to reason, work and worship. What eventually emerges

127 Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science (1882, 1887) para. 125; Walter Kaufmann ed. NY: Vintage, 1974, pp.181-82; Freud,
Sigmund (1939). Moses and Monotheism. cited in: Sims, A.Is Faith delusion? Royal College of Psychiatrists; Shirley Maclaine, Out
on a Limb. NY: Bantam, 1986; Anton Szandor LaVey (founder of The Church of Satan), The Satanic Rituals, (Avon Books, 1972), p.
170; For ‘little gods‘ controversy see “Word of Faith.” Wikipedia. Web. 1 Oct 2012; Keith Thompson, “Word of Faith Teachers:
Origins & Errors of Their Teaching.” Online video clip. YouTube. Uploaded Nov 8, 2012. Web. 1 Dec 2012. Scientology, too,
teaches followers to unleash their god-like nature: ‘Hubbard expanded upon the basics of Dianetics to construct a spiritually
oriented (though at this stage not religious) doctrine based on the concept that the true self of a person was a thetan — an
immortal, omniscient and potentially omnipotent entity. Hubbard taught that the thetans, having created the material universe,
had forgotten their god-like powers and become trapped in physical bodies..’ Wikipedia. “L. Ron Hubbard” Web. 31 Jul 2012.
“Joseph Smith, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, The Mormons.” Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry. Web. 31
Jul 2012. The Ross Institute Internet Archives: for the Study of Destructive Cults, Controversial Groups and Movements. Web 1 Oct 2012.
Further study: Is 14:13-14, Lucifer; Ps 7:11; 1 Cor 1:18; Acts 20:27; Sound doctrine: 1 Tim 4:16; 2 Tim 1:13; 2 Tim 2:2; 2 Tim 3:10; 2
Tim 3:14; 2 Tim 4:2; Titus 2:1.

128 Radio-frequency identification (RFID) is the wireless non-contact use of radio-frequency electromagnetic fields to
transfer data, for the purposes of automatically identifying and tracking tags attached to objects. The tags contain electronically
stored information….Since RFID tags can be attached to clothing, possessions, or even implanted within people, the possibility
of reading personally-linked information without consent has raised privacy concerns. Wikipedia. “Radio-frequency
identification.” Web. 13 Feb. 2014. “What is RFID Radio Frequency Identification” The RFID Network. 24 Oct 2011. Web. 13 Feb
2014. ‘The day has dawned that ‘The new VeriChip, a beneath-the-skin radio frequency chip, can be implanted and will contain
comprehensive information about the individual, together with a GPS locator system that will allow an interested party or
institution not only to locate an individual but to identify the person, along with his or her financial, medical, and even criminal
records.’ Grant R. Jeffrey, Countdown to the Apocalypse. p.167. “FBI launches $1 billion face recognition project”. New Scientist. 07
September 2012. Web. 4 April 2013. “VeriChip Is I.D.’d as a Winner.” BusinessWeek. May 28, 2007. Web. 1 Oct 2012. “Chip
Implants for Humans Already Here and in Use.” greaterthings.com Web. 1 Feb 2013. Further study: Ray Stedman, The Near East in
Prophecy; International Cultic Studies Association, Mind Control (disambiguation), New Religious Movements (NRM) from
Wikipedia.



from the mould is a spitting image of the Antichrist. Scripture indicates that multitudes, having embraced
his creed, live a cold, careless conscience. Millions, duly blinded, shall fall by the sword of Yahweh. This is
but one sinister goal of Satan that countless perish eternally apart from God. Those that hold to the
messianic faith shall be hunted and massacred. Millions more, culled and canned like processed meat, will
one day march forth in the spirit of the Antichrist (1 John 4:3) filled with corporate pride saying, “Who is like
the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” They that accede to worship the first beast, being those whose
names have not been written in the Book of Life, shall bear his mark or the name of the Beast or the number of his
name either on their right hand or on their foreheads.

The destruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be
consumed (Is 1:28).

And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire (Rev 20:15).

Ecclesiastical Babylon had likewise been the flagship of every saint bent on social reformsin lieu of
biblical separation. Ecclesiastical Babylon excelled as a social gospel in a sensuous way. For in being
seeker-friendly in adopting dubious means to ‘evangelize’ the lost, she defies God‘as it is written: “None
is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside together they have become
worthless; no one does good, not even one” (Rom 3:10-12). The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor
2:14). Thus, a different gospel (Gal 1)all hyped and void of the message of the crossleaves a sinner
unjustified and doomed before God, should Death come to collect. Of them, it cannot be saidO Death,
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? (1 Cor 15: 55). This is but one sinister goal of Satan that
countless perish eternally apart from God. There will be blood and some will burn!

Sadly so, billions more will fall prey when the counterfeit trinity performs another amazing feat - the
occult resurrection of the Antichrist. This façade, albeit a sham, shall be broadcasted to an international
audience. For He that was mortally wounded will be deified and worshiped en masse across the globe. . The
False Prophet shall then install an image of the beast in the Temple at Jerusalem. Hethe False Prophet
Incarnate who performs great signs...deceives…and causeshall enliven the image with a tongue to boast and
blaspheme YHVH (Yahweh) yet demanding the worship from everyone (Rev 13). Millions, indeed, will
one day march forth chanting “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” Mankind has no
excuse for this strong delusion (2 Thess 2:11) when the Son of God had long forewarned us all“Then if
anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will rise
and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.” (Matt
24:23-25).

Were the doomed partly primed by the flippant that flouted His warnings and reduced end time
prophecy to pulp fiction? Is the rapture goofy? Has the postmillennialist traded literal catastrophe for a
victorious eschatology?129 Is it absurd that one’s fate should hinge on some mark of the beast? And over

129 Jeff Lasseigne, Unlocking the Last Days: A Guide to the Book of Revelation and the End Times (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 2011) 127. David J. Engelsma in presenting a series of defense of Amillennialism against Postmillennialism (1995-1996)
commented: ‘Blinded by its assumption that the victory of Christ in history is carnal, postmillennialism stumbles into other,



what? the buying or selling of a loaf of bread?130 Any wonder then why a growing number of evangelicals
have passed judgment for sin for a cold day in hell?131 Have we robbed God of absolutes?

Fact is, if natural catastrophes132 were often ascribed as ‘acts of God‘ the day of Christ will confirm it.
And if God had named the sun, moon and stars (Ps 147:4), could one at His beck and call descend as a
meteor and slam the Atlantic? The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a
torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the
waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter. (Rev 8:10, 11)

For the Seven Trumpets that have ushered the great tribulation have also carved an ashen landscape of
molten blood (Rev 6-19). Behold then, the wrath of the Lamb that a third of the vegetation is charred; a third
of the sea simmers with blood that kills a third of its living; a third of the world’s shipping fleet is
destroyed; a third of the fresh water has turned bitter as wormwood (cf. Prov 5:4; Lam 3:15); and a third of
the sun, moon and stars are darkened. To add to these woes, men have been scourged by demon-infested
locusts for five months amidst two hundred million horsemen released to kill a third of mankind. With the
world writhing in shock, failure and widespread famine, shall people not scramble and kill for a drop of
water or a morsel of bread?

glaring errors. For one thing, a Loraine Boettner can cheerily announce that the world is getting better right along. Chapter 7 of
his The Millennium (Presbyterian and Reformed, 1958) is entitled, "The World is Growing Better." This, in a century that has
witnessed the horrors of Nazi Germany; the atrocities of Stalin's Soviet Union; the slaughters of Mao's China; the killings of Pol
Pot's Cambodia; the cruelties of the Africans at the present time; and the butcheries of their own offspring by the United States.
This, in a century that has seen the "Christian" West sink into the depths of approving homosexuality.‘

130  Julie Zeveloff, "The 10 Most Expensive Cities In The World." Business Insider. 5 Mar 2014. Web. ‘The survey calculates
cost of living based on prices for 160 products and services, including food, clothing, rent, and transportation. Each cost of
living index is set in relation to New York’s, which is fixed at a base of 100...[e.g] No.6 Caracas ranked #9 last year. The current
cost of living index is 118. Loaf of white bread: Today: $11.02 Last year: $9.40. Five years ago: $6.98.

131 Further study: Morgan, Christopher W. and Robert A. Peterson. Hell Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents Eternal
Punishment. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. Packer, J.I. “Evangelical Annihilationism in Review.” Reformation and Revival
Magazine. Vol. 6.2 (1997). “TIME Cover: No Hell? Pastor Rob Bell Angers Evangelicals” by Jon Meacham. Time, 14 Apr 2011.
Web. 1 Feb 2013; Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), Eternal Torment for the Wicked: Unavoidable and Intolerable; Robert Murray
McCheyne, The Mental Agonies of Hell; Norm Pott, Called Out With: Stories of Solidarity-In Support of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Trangendered Persons. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1997.

132 “List of natural disasters by death toll.” Wikipedia. n. d. Web. 7 Mar 2014. "The 10 Most Expensive Cities In The World."
Business Insider. 5 Mar 2014. Web. ‘The survey calculates cost of living based on prices for 160 products and services, including food,
clothing, rent, and transportation. Each cost of living index is set in relation to New York’s, which is fixed at a base of 100...[e.g] No.6
Caracas ranked #9 last year. The current cost of living index is 118. Loaf of white bread: Today: $11.02 Last year: $9.40. Five years ago:
$6.98.’ Julie Zeveloff, “The world's worst natural disasters: Calamities of the 20th and 21st centuries” World CBC News Aug 30,
2010 Web. 7 Mar 2014.
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5.4 The Two Witnesses

It is now the latter part of the great tribulation. Death, doom and destruction has besieged the world.  and
worse still looms. For should the seventh trumpet sound to proclaim the Lord’s imminent Millennial
Kingdom, the seven-bowl judgment sees none saved as events turn ballistic (Rev 8:1-9:21 cf. Ex 7). Is there
any consolation in this apocalyptic doom? For to repent now and profess Christ only spells death by
decapitation or persecution at every turn. Who would dare buck the beast and be suspect as socially
dangerous, disruptive and disloyal? Simply said, God-damned mavericks, the elect of God and two witnesses
of Yahweh (Col 3:12; 1 Pet 1:2; Rev 11).

As bleak as the times are, these two witnesses have come on the scene with searing sermons that rend
the hearts of men. These two witnesses, with their given supernatural abilities to defend themselves,
resemble the acts of Elijah and Moses (Ex 7:20; 8:1-12:32; 1 Kgs 17:1; 18:41-45; 2 Kgs 1:10-12). ‘The mystery
regarding these witnesses has always been their identity. Who will they be?’ David R. Reagan.133 Enoch, Moses and
Elijah, if but two, are often evoked as the ones to sizzle these last days. Incidentally, Enoch and Elijah are
the only two saints known to have bypassed death for eternal glory. And even though these two witnesses
will be hated for preaching truth, they will still warn the world about the man of sin and the seven golden
vials full of the wrath of God (2 Thess 2:3; Rev 15:7)? For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.
How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they
have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom 10:13, 14) What then shall these two witnesses
preach if not the whole counsel of God that claw at the hearts of men.

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and
sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before
the God of the earth. And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours
their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. These have power
to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (Rev 11:3-6)

Then I answered and said to him, “What are these two olive trees—at the right of the lampstand and at
its left?” And I further answered and said to him, “What are these two olive branches that drip into the
receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?” Then he answered me and said,
“Do you not know what these are?” And I said, “No, my lord.” So he said, “These are the two anointed
ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth.” (Zech 4:11-14)

133 David R. Reagan, “Who are the two witnesses who will preach in Jerusalem?” lamblion.com Web. 31 Jul 2013; Behold, I
will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse. (Mal 4:5, 6)
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three
years and six months. (Jam 5:17) Incidentally, Enoch and Elijah are the only two saints known to have entered into glory
without experiencing death. Further study: Rev 11:3-12; Matt 17:3-4; Deut 18:15, 18; 34:5; Gen 5:23; 2 Kgs 2:11; Heb 9:27; John A.
McLean, The Chronological and Sequential Structure of Revelation (2008).



..having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe,
tongue, and people— saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His
judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” mark
of his name.” (Rev 14:6-7)

When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against
them, overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. Then those from the peoples,
tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead
bodies to be put into graves. And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and
send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. Now
after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet,
and great fear fell on those who saw them. And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them,
“Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. In the same
hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people
were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. (Rev 11:7-13)

But seated now in the Temple at Jerusalem and lapping up worship (Rev 13:3), the beast has zero tolerance
for rivals. Imagine it ruffled by news of two witnesses stealing the scene with searing sermons that rend the
hearts of men. And so the Antichrist, the unlikely god that ascends from the bottomless pit (Rev 17:8), runs
amok on the two. He pursues them on pain of death,  leaving their bodies strewn to rot in the public street.
But whilst their enemies celebrate their gruesome deaths the world over, there comes a sudden chill.
Multitudes with mouths agape are left to gawk at the two witnesses resurrected and ascending into Heaven.
The deadly tremor that rocks Jerusalem and ignites fresh conversions to Christ (Rev 11:7-13; 13:15) may
likewise fuel widespread panic when millions are slapped awake to finally realize that the Antichrist is not
God, Armageddon beckons, and Death paces. With this, the second woe is completed. The third simmers..
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5.4.1 The Road-Map to Armageddon (and how to avoid it!)

God has manifested His person in Christ Jesus. God is not merely anthropomorphic but strictly male. God
has also made His thoughts known to man: that He hates sin but wills to save who He wills. God loves the
world but His salvation is effectual only to those He chooses. A hated fact, truth is: human merit can never
attain heaven. Human endeavor, as it were, never saved a soul destined for hell. Fatalistic as it seems, the
case against it is but a difference without a distinction. Truth is, man’s redemption from the curse of sin
rests solely on the Messiah: The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) Jesus, being the
propitiation (satisfaction) for the sins of man once for all is sufficient for all but effectual for some. What does
this mean? It means that Jesus came for His own. His exhaustive work at Calvary albeit sufficient for all is



definite for some. Only the believerutterly corrupt in body, soul, and spirithas been justified and
redeemed from the curse of sin and death by the atoning work of Christ Jesus. Only those who have
repented and believed The Christ of God (Luke 9:20) can enjoy the divine exchange: that when God vented
His wrath at Jesus on the cross at Calvary, our sins were imputed134 on Him and the righteousness of
Christ imputed on us.  This then is the eternal security135 made explicit by the Lord. None of His redeemed
therefore will be lost, not even the demented.136 The Redeemed of the Lord are therefore a blessed lot for they
are those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness (Rom 5:17). Theycalled, chosen and
justifiedare but few that have repented and are forgiven of sin in Christ Jesus (Matt 7:13, 14; 22:14; Rom
8:28-30). Why should this be, rests in the unfathomable goodness of a sovereign Creator.

“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord GOD, “and not that he should
turn from his ways and live.” (Ezek 18:23 cf. Gen 18:23, 32; Is 62:12; Ezek 16:4-7; Jonah 3:11)

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved. (John 3:16-17)

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast. (Eph 2: 4-9)

Is the mortal believer as a new creation (2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15) any less depraved than before? Is he a moral
rectitude above reproach? Truth is, the unglorified saint is no better a sinner if only better off by God‘s
grace! Fallen man--utterly corrupt in thought, word and deed--need realize that his best is either soiled in
sin or dead works (Heb 9:14). We that were purchased by the blood of Christ, that repented and believed

134 impute [im pyoot] 1. attribute bad action to somebody: to attribute a usually undesirable action or event to somebody. 2.
attribute bad quality to somebody: to attribute a usually undesirable quality to a person, cause, or source; 3. Law. charge
somebody responsible for another's crime: to bring legal charges against somebody because a person that he or she is
responsible for has committed an offence. 4. extend quality to somebody else: to regard a quality such as righteousness that
applies to somebody as also applying to another person associated with him or her.

135 Eternal security is not a license to sin. Rather, it is the security of knowing that God's love is guaranteed for those who
trust in Christ. Knowing and understanding God's tremendous gift of salvation accomplishes the opposite of giving a license to
sin. How could anyone, knowing the price Jesus Christ paid for us, go on to live a life of sin (Romans 6:15-23)? How could
anyone who understands God's unconditional and guaranteed love for those who believe, take that love and throw it back in
God's face?’ S. Michael Houdmann. “Is eternal security a  license  to sin?” GotQuestions.org Web. 1 Oct 2012.

136 Article 1. Whether venial sin is fittingly condivided with mortal sin? Objection 1. “It would seem that venial sin is
unfittingly condivided with mortal sin. For Augustine says (Contra Faust. xxii, 27): "Sin is a word, deed or desire contrary to the
eternal law." But the fact of being against the eternal law makes a sin to be mortal. Consequently every sin is mortal. Therefore
venial sin is not condivided with mortal sin.” The Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas. Second and Revised Edition, 1920.
Literally translated by Fathers of the English Dominican Province. Web. 1 Feb 2014.



The Christ of God (Luke 9:20) to become the righteous ness of God in Him (2 Cor 5:21), still sin inherently,
intrinsically, intentionally.

What then distinguishes the believer from the unbeliever when both sin? Forgiveness. Being justified
by faith in Christ, the forgiven are not innocent but graciously pardoned of guilt because of the Lord's
exhaustive work at Calvary. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us (Rom 5:8). So, with 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38
Commandments from the four Gospels or 1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for
believers to obey, how else but surely that the just shall live by faith! (Rom 1:17) O wretched man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I
myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. (Rom 7:24, 25)

5.4.2 Grapes of Wrath

History as such has proven God as incredibly kind to embrace His fallen creature through covenants of
redemption made with His elect.137 God’s love for man climaxed in the incarnation of His only begotten
SonChrist Jesus. Man on the contrary has no penchant for God. He, like his natural father (John 8:44; 1
Cor 2:14) who desires to lord over creation as Worship, has sought a natural path that elevates him to
phenomena.138 Lauding on his own merits, man thinks himself brilliant if merely a fool giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons (1 Tim 4:10). This is the spirit of the Antichrist (1 John 4:3) that propels
the deluded to run at God with unbridled tongue. The Lord laughs at him, for He sees that his day is coming.
(Psalm 37:13) God will soon sift the world when he pours out His judgment via three angels (Rev 14:6-11).

As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none who understands; there is none
who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none
who does good, no, not one.” “Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they have practiced
deceit”; “The poison of asps is under their lips”; “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of peace they
have not known.” “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Rom 3:8-18)

Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those
who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a loud voice, “Fear
God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made
heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast

137 ‘..the framework of three overarching theological covenants: the Covenant of Redemption, the Covenant of Works, and
the Covenant of Grace. These three are called "theological covenants" because although not explicitly presented as covenants,
they are, according to covenant theologians, implicit in the Bible. In brief, Covenant Theology teaches that God has established
two great covenants with mankind and a covenant within the Godhead to deal with how the other two relate. Theopedia.
“Covenant theology.” Web. 1 Oct 2012. Jeremiah 33:19-26 cites one example of the permanence of God’s covenant.

138  see 5.2.1 Premonitions of the Beast and the False Prophet, footnotes and recommended study.



and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who
worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” Here is the patience of
the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a
voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’”
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His
head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying
with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come
for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on
the earth, and the earth was reaped. Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he
also having a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather
the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” So the angel thrust his sickle into the
earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the
horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. ([approximately 5 feet high by 200 miles
wide] Rev 14:6-20)

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues,
for in them the wrath of God is complete. (Rev 15:1)

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of
the wrath of God on the earth.” So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul
and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image. Then the second angel poured out his bowl…Then the third angel poured out his bowl…Then
the fourth angel poured out his bowl…And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed
the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him
glory…Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became
full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain...They blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. (Rev 16:1-4; 8-11)



Fig. 53 ARMAGEDDON--THERE WILL BE BLOOD AND SOME WILL BURN!  oil 
Dan 11:40-43; Joel 3:1-2, 9-17; Zech 12:8-14; Rev 14:14-20; 16:12-16; 19:11-21

5.5 The Campaign of Armageddon

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the
kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs, coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits of demons,
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty. “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew,
Armageddon. (Rev 16:12-16)

According to a premillennial view, the campaign of Armageddon begins at the sixth bowl judgment when
the sixth angel empties its flaming wine on a world scorched by unrestrained evil. Armageddon, long cast
in stone since the late sixth century, is a command centre for end time wars. Here at ground zero, at the hill
of Megiddo, Armageddon spells the death knell for many at the Lord’s return. Armageddon is the curtain
call for the times of the gentiles that precedes the Millennial Kingdom of Christ Jesus.139 Armageddon will
therefore see all hell break loose sometime between the 1,260th day and the 1,290th day of the second half of
Daniel’s 70th Week, given a 30-day leeway. For where the initial years of the tribulation saw a compelling
character come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue the latter half sees the beast in its
elementdevilish. He ditches dialogue for death, deception for delusion.140 But how could deception reign
unless his meteoric rise to world dominion was crafted by the devil himself. Only with that serpent of old at
the helm can mankind be mesmerized and steered by the god of this age (Rev 12:9; 2 Cor 4:4). This recipe for
disaster promises a journey of unimaginable suffering. They came, they saw, they conquered. They
returned deaf, dumb and blind.

139  Gilbert Desrosiers (2000), An Introduction to Revelation. London: Continuum. p57
140    Recommended: Walter, Martin. The Kingdom of the Cults. ed. Ravi Zacarias. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2003. Print.



Blind leading the blind
Groping to stand, gasping to bind beggarly elements hyped from your soil

Have your devises kept you forlorn?
Flagging in glory, lacking in song, you’ve missed the whole story,

You’re bogged on your lawn!
Blind leading the blind plodding along, missing His story,

Not far from gone! LSJ

“..Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?” (Luke 6:39) For one that bristles with rage
yet commands a presencethe man of sin, the son of perdition, the Antichristis indeed charming to the
undiscerning. Even as we speak, millions are arrested by his sleight of hand and steered by the spirit of the
Antichrist (1 John 4:3). For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming
in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist (2 John 1:7). Billions more shall arise if only to fall prostrate
before the beast because of waves of plausible purges, hideous show trials and beheadings. Should the
scales fall from the eyes of the deluded, will they repent and not love the world, or the things in the world (1
John 2:14-16)? Who then are these lured into darkness and rendered sterile of God? But know this, that in the
last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! (2 Tim 3:1-5)

Behold then the late, great entity: Freedom. Libertarians141 that once waxed political with their ideals,
beliefs, and rights are now but serfs that regurgitate the crude paradigms of the beast. Minions by millions
comprising of powers, princes, politicians, professors and pimps pilfering the paltry pews of the
proletariat fall prey to the beast that prowls about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet 5:8).
And because of what the beast essentially isthe antithesis of Christthe beast captures, culls and devours
its victims one by one leaving a strip of stringed-puppets. This is the dehumanizing work of the Antichrist
done in the pretext of freedom. Truth is, it covets the human psyche so prone to manipulation. It boasts its
ultimate ownership when one bears its seal: the mark of the beast.

Political analyst Jude Kagoro states that ‘Militarization can be defined as a process through which
norms, institutions and other aspects of society are penetrated, dominated and influenced by military ideas
and ethos. The process can take a quantitative or a qualitative character. In the former, the phenomenon is
measured in terms of accumulation of capacity for organized violence and military build-up by the
State.’142 Should biological encoding prevail such as radio-frequency identification (RFID) for instance,
satellite surveillance via Global Positioning (GPS) may have every soul monitored and fleeced. Alas, if men
claimed themselves erudite they would have heeded the clarion call some 2000 years ago. But as it were
someday soon someone’s conspiracy theory143 will bear out (Dan 7-12; Matt 24:4-14; Mk 13:4-13; Lk 21:8-19;

141  Definition of libertarian: a person who believes that people should be allowed to do and say what they want without
any interference from the government. 1) an advocate of the doctrine of free will. 2) a person who upholds the principles of
individual libertyespecially of thought and action. merriam-webster.com

142  Dr. Jude Kagoro, “Ugandan media aiding militarization”  8 Nov 2013. independent.co.ug Web. 1 Dec 2013.
143  “Antichrist and The Mark of the Beast.” letusreason.org 8 Dec 2003. Web. 17 Feb 2014. ‘Radio-frequency identification

(RFID) is the wireless non-contact use of radio-frequency electromagnetic fields to transfer data, for the purposes of



Jn 10:10; 2 Thess 2:9; 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 17:12).
Behold then the grande dame Freedom: she sits alone gazing aimlessly. Of late, she has realized

some. Death alone can undo her delusion if only for an endless horror of the truth! (2 Cor 4:3, 4) But not
every knee shall bow to the Antichrist should one resist. For what appears as dust clouds blurring the
horizon are but millions of charging stallions cast in steel: a formidable army of kings from the east fast-
approaching to battle the beast (Rev 16:12; Is 13-14). Among the latter-day plagues God sends the earth is a
solar heat that simmers via the earlier work of the two witnesses who prayed against rain. Their fervent
intercession compounded by rapid deforestation and the effectual blast of the first trumpet (Rev 8:7)
reasons for the Euphrates being parched for the kings from the east to sally forth to battle the beast (Rev 11:6;
16:8-16). Whilst some have viewed these kings from the east as a confederation of superpowers implicating
China, India, Japan, Korea, etc., Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum, in his essay The Campaign of Armageddon
cautions:

‘Relative to the structure of Revelation, the "200 million" and the kings of the east belong to two
different judgments which must be kept distinct and cannot be combined. The "200 million" are in a
trumpet judgment, whereas the kings of the east are in a bowl judgment. In regard to consistency of
interpretation, it also rules out the kings of the east as a reference to the Chinese. Everywhere else in the
Scriptures, the east always refers to Mesopotamia (Assyria and Babylonia). Consistency demands that
this, too, would be a reference to Mesopotamia and not to China (e.g., Mat. 2:1). The fact that the
Antichrist's capital city of Babylon will sit on the banks of the Euphrates River further attests to the fact
that the kings who come from the east will be Mesopotamian kings. Thus, consistency of interpretation
also militates against matching this reference with China. Consistency of interpretation and not current
events must be the basis of determining the meaning of any given text.’

How this plays out in the unseen realm may see Satan, the Beast and the False Prophet confronting
the threat by steering their seed to go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world144 and lure multitudes

automatically identifying and tracking tags attached to objects…Since RFID tags can be attached to clothing, possessions, or
even implanted within people, the possibility of reading personally-linked information without consent has raised privacy
concerns.’ Wikipedia. See also “List of conspiracy theories.” Web. 31 Oct 2012. ‘In healthcare, RFID is preventing errors and
crime, saving costs and improving the level of patient care and safety. The market for RFID tags and systems in healthcare will
rise rapidly from $90 million in 2006 to $2.1 billion in 2016.’ Dr. Peter Harrop, “RFID in Healthcare: An Enabling Technology.”
(2010) healthtechglobal.com Web.  31 Jul 2013.

144 Scripture has identified fallen angels as demons, principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, wicked spirits and unclean
spirits among others (Eph 6:12). Should the stars of heaven in Revelation 12:4 refer symbolically to angels, then one-third of the
innumerable hosts of angels fell with Satan. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast out to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him (12:9). Demons are allowed to torment and
cause mental disorders. Jesus confronted these demons and in one case cast out a legion (6000) of demons from a man (Luke
8:26-39). Just as demons believe and tremble at God, likewise they cower before Christ Jesus (Jam 2:19). ‘During the 1980s and
1990s, Turgur Ozal, Turkey’s president, built a series of twenty-two dams on the Tigris and Euphrates river systems…What is
most notable about the Ataturk Dam, which is more that a mile long and six hundred feet high, is that it is capable of blocking
the headwaters of the Euphrates River. In 1990, at the opening of the dam, the president of Turkey pressed a button, the dam
closed, and the water level in the Euphrates dropped by 75 percent. Never before in history had this been possible. The
Euphrates River can now be dried up, exactly as prophesied by John, to allow an Asian army to march toward Israel across the
battlefields of ancient Mesopotamia. This army will destroy untold millions as it marches across Asia.’ Grant R. Jeffrey,



by performing signsFor false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to
lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.” (Matt 24:24, 25) And wherefrom came
these that are now irreversibly bound to the Antichrist? Sitting ducks as they were, the deluded are but the
present billions lulled in the stratum of life, community and family. Recruited for battle, literal armies shall
one day converge at the Valley of Jezreel in Israel also known as the Plain of Esdraelon, for the battle of that
great day of God Almighty (Rev 16:14).145 Is the beast alarmed? Not for an egocentric. For he defies the odds
and beckons his allies to converge at the place that in Hebrew is called ARMAGEDDON. Once again the
heat simmers as the proud armies of the Antichrist maneuver the plains of Megiddo toward the infernal
wars.

This vast expanse of some 200 miles long and 100 miles wide that total 20000 square miles has seen
the defining moments of Deborah and Barak’s war against the Canaanites, Gideon’s rout of the Midianites,
the fall of King Saul and his sons, David’s triumph over Goliath and King Josiah’s death (Judg 4-7; 1 Sam
17; 31; 2 Kgs 23:29). But Esdraelon’s blood is but a trickle when Armageddon slams her tide against horses
bridles. There will be blood and some will burn!

For a nation has come up against My land, strong, and without number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he has
the fangs of a fierce lion….A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, like the morning
clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will there
ever be any such after them, even for many successive generations….I will also gather all nations, and bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people,
My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; they have also divided up My land….“Let the
nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding
nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow—for
their wickedness is great.” Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in
the valley of decision. The sun and moon will grow dark, and the stars will diminish their brightness. The Lord also
will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake; but the Lord will be a
shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. “So you shall know that I am the Lord your God,

Countdown To The Apocalypse (Colorado Springs: WaterBrook Press, 2008) 188. SIBA, Iraq. ‘The Shatt al Arab, the river that flows
from the biblical site of the Garden of Eden to the Persian Gulf, has turned into an environmental and economic disaster that
Iraq’s newly democratic government is almost powerless to fix. Withered by decades of dictatorial mismanagement and then
neglect, by drought and the thirst of Iraq’s neighbors, the river formed by the convergence of the Tigris and the Euphrates no
longer has the strength to keep the sea at bay…’ Steven Lee Myers, “Vital River Is Withering, and Iraq Has No Answer.”
NYTimes.com. 12 Jun 2010. Web. 1 Oct 2012; Campbell Robertson, “The Shrinking Euphrates Iraq Suffers as the Euphrates River
Dwindles.” NYTimes.com. 13 Jul 2009. Web. 1 Oct 2012.

145   ‘..The Valley of Jehoshaphat is the same as the valley of decision. Jehoshaphat means Yahweh judges; the ‘decision’ being
made in the valley is God’s, not the multitudes.’ GotQuestions.com "What is the valley of decision (Joel 3:14)?" Further study: Dan
11:40-45; Zech 14:1-4; Rev 12; 14:17-20; 16:12-16; 19:19-21; Ezek 38-39.



dwelling in Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever pass through her again.”
(Joel 1:6; 2:2; 3:2, 12-17)

Do not fear, O Jacob My servant,” says the Lord, “For I am with you; for I will make a complete end of all the
nations to which I have driven you, but I will not make a complete end of you. I will rightly correct you, for I will
not leave you wholly unpunished.” (Jer 46:28)

Fifth Trumpet: The Locusts from the Bottomless Pit. Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from
heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke
arose out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of
the pit. Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was given power, as the scorpions of the
earth have power. They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only
those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. And they were not given authority to kill them, but to
torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. In those days
men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from them. The shape of
the locusts was like horses prepared for battle. On their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were
like the faces of men. They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. And they had breastplates
like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running
into battle. They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men five
months. And they had as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in
Greek he has the name Apollyon. One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these. (Rev 9:1-12)

Sixth Trumpet: The Angels from the Euphrates. Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the
four horns of the golden altar which is before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four
angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day
and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. Now the number of the army of the horsemen was
two hundred million; I heard the number of them. And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them
had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses were like the heads of lions;
and out of their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by
the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth and in
their tails; for their tails are like serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. (Rev 9:13-19)

Sounding of the Seventh Angel. But in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to
sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as he declared to His servants the prophets. (Rev 10:7)

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days,
clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. And
if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to
harm them, he must be killed in this manner. These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of
their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as
often as they desire. (Rev 11:3-6)



Revelation 16: 1-21. The Seven Bowls of God's Wrath. Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the
seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.”

First Bowl: Loathsome Sores. So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome
sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.

Second Bowl: The Sea Turns to Blood. Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became
blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died.

Third Bowl: The Waters Turn to Blood. Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of
water, and they became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters saying: “You are righteous, O Lord, The One who
is and who was and who is to be, because You have judged these things. For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due.”  And I heard another from the altar
saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.”

Fourth Bowl: Men are scorched. Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to
him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who
has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory.

Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain. Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his
kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. They blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and they did not repent of their deeds.

Sixth Bowl: Euphrates dried up. The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water
was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like
frogs, coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is
the one who stays awake, keeping his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” And they gathered them
together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.

The Seventh Bowl: The Earth utterly shaken. Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a
loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were noises and
thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not
occurred since men were on the earth. Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.
Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, [each
hailstone] about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was
exceedingly great.

5.5.1 BABYLON: The Commercial Tart



The First Beast. Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads
and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. Now the beast which I saw was
like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his
power, his throne, and great authority. (Rev 13: 1-2)

The Scarlet Woman and the Scarlet Beast. Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and
talked with me, saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters,
with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the
wine of her fornication.” So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed
in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. I saw the
woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled
with great amazement.146

The Meaning of the Woman and the Beast. But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel? I will tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. The beast that
you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the
earth shall marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains
on which the woman sits. There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And
when he comes, he must continue a short time. The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the
seven, and is going to perdition. The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet,
but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. These are of one mind, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast. These will make war with the Lamb.. (Rev 17:1-14)

146 Further study: Rev 17:3,7,12-18; Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on Rev 17:1-6; John F. Walvoord, The Prophecy of
The Ten-Nation Confederacy; The Destruction Of Ecclesiastical Babylon Study by John F. Walvoord from the Series: The Revelation of
Jesus Christ. Article contributed by www.walvoord.com; Herodotus, The History of the Persian Wars. Vol.4; “The Great Harlot“
and “The Babylonian World System”, notes concerning Rev 17-18. The Spirit-Filled Life Bible for Students. (Thomas Nelson, Inc.);
Dave Hunt, A Woman Rides the Beast: The Roman Catholic Church and the Last Days (1994) Harvest House Publishers. “Secrets of
the Vatican” Frontline PBS online 25 Feb 2014.





Fig. 54 MYSTERY BABYLONShe rides a scarlet beast  oil 

When the age of the Gentiles reaches the fullness of its time, God will refocus on Israel, the apple of His
eye. All that scripture points to end-time apostasy takes its toll when a believer may either be beheaded for
his faith or turn apostate with the irreversible mark of the beast! There will be blood and some will burn!

To the skeptic, I’d say ‘good luck to your bloody war, I’m out of here!’ Still, she cuddles up to me and
purrs her perfect pout:

“Hey baby, aren’t you man enough to stick around and fight the Antichrist?”

And I says to her (if I could hold a moustache for a day), “Frankly, Scarlet, I don’t give a damn.”

Sexiest siren to ravish the worldThe Great Whore of  Babylon (KJV)
Most unlikely bride to succeedThe Church of Jesus Christ
Most deceptive featThe ‘resurrection’ of the Antichrist (Rev 13:14)
Most foretold assassinationThe Great Whore of Babylon (Rev 17:16)
Most unlikely chap to succeed as GODsome Johnny-come-lately from Nazareth LSJ



She’s all womana Babylonian beauty with a come-hither gaze and a perfect poutsitting seductively
pretty on a scarlet beast ..arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls,
having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication (17:4). She has sold her
soul for merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind
of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; and
cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and
chariots, and bodies and souls of men (Rev18:12-13).

Could Babylon have thought that her romp with the beast be an eternal bliss? For she says in her heart, ‘I sit
as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow’ (18:7). No sooner than the thought caressed her, the harlot
queen is sent reelingutterly burned with fire, for strong [is] the Lord God who judges her (18:8). ‘Alas, alas, that
great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls!
For in one hour such great riches came to nothing’ (Rev 18:16, 17). Alas! the mother of harlots and surrogate
mom of Satan’s seed, she is dismissed, ditched and destroyed by her messed-up boy and his minions when
he assumes deity! (Rev 13; 17-18; Dan 9:27; Matt 24:15)

She may be Rome, she may be not
So fine abreast with kings a-court

If there be gold stashed in your vault
Its for a fool destined to rot

How billions greet and deck your halls
From masses raped at beck and call



Your satin shine, your prayers rhyme
You bent and wave to every child

If not today, a latter time
When Babylon is razed a pile! LSJ

5.5.2 BABYLON: The Political HQ

Babylon on the Euphrates. And though the beast is worshiped by an international audience mesmerized by
his animated image at the Temple of Jerusalem, Babylon on the Euphrates remains his capital for political
and economic affairs. For if much has been prophesied about Babylon’s revival since her fall at the Tower
of Babel (Gen 11), she remains a myth unless she sashays on the Euphrates once again as the world’s
economic pageant. Though scarcely true of Babylon today, scripture spells hope for an Iraq lodged in the
land of Shinar.147

Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is
this that goeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said
moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of
lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he
cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. Then lifted I up
mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for
they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.
Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To
build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.
(Zech KJV 5:5-11) ‘The ephah was a measure of weight and became the symbol of economy.
This symbol of economy, in this case a corrupted one, was to be placed in the Land of Shinar,
which is the same as Babylonia.’ Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum, The Campaign of Armageddon.

But should Babylon ever rise to being the world’s economic pageant, her hour dawns in the latter half of
the Tribulation. Once a religious whore and now the merchants’ tart, Babylon has all but heard her death
knell. Gentiles whom God calls My sanctified ones shall trample her in their march toward Armageddon
(cf. Rev 11:6; 16:8-16). Babylon shall be ditched for good. Her inhabitants scurry, her judgment tarries as
God repeatedly calls the Jew to flee the city of doom. It is almost like Sodom and Gomorrah revisited when

147 The remains of the city are in present-day Hillah, Babil Governorate, Iraq, about 85 kilometres (53 mi) south
ofBaghdad, comprising a large tell of broken mud-brick buildings and debris in the fertile Mesopotamian plain between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The city itself was built upon the Euphrates, and divided in equal parts along its left and right
banks, with steep embankments to contain the river's seasonal floods. “Babylon” Wikipedia. 28 Aug 2014. ‘Rebuilt Babylon is being
touted as the eventual headquarters of Antichrist. That seems rather remote. Furthermore, the beast upon which the woman (Mystery
Babylon) rides will “hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire” (Rev 17:16). How
can Babylon be the world headquarters of the Antichrist, yet he will destroy it? That hardly makes sense—but it does make sense that the
Antichrist, who will at first need a partnership with the Pope and his church because of its worldwide structures, popularity, and power, will
eventually turn against and destroy the whore when he no longer needs her and he sets himself up as “God” to be worshiped by all mankind.’
Dave Hunt, Question: Is the woman called “mystery Babylon” in Revelation 17 the city of Babylon that is being rebuilt in Iraq?
Q&A, Facebook. 2012; Further study: Grant R. Jeffrey, Countdown To The Apocalypse. (2008) WaterBrook Press.



sinners lounged whilst angels bustled (Gen 19).

And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: They ate, they drank, they
married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and
destroyed them all. Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed
them all. Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed (Luke 17:26-30).

“But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you” (Matt
11:24).

And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest
you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities (Rev 18:4-5).

Proclamation Against Babylon. I have commanded My sanctified ones; I have also called My mighty ones for
My anger—those who rejoice in My exaltation.”….They come from a far country, from the end of heaven—The Lord
and His weapons of indignation, to destroy the whole land. Wail, for the day of the Lord is at hand! It will come as
destruction from the Almighty….“Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who will not regard silver; and as
for gold, they will not delight in it. Also their bows will dash the young men to pieces, and they will have no pity on
the fruit of the womb; their eye will not spare children. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the
Chaldeans’ pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It will never be inhabited, nor will it be
settled from generation to generation; Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, nor will the shepherds make their
sheepfolds there. But wild beasts of the desert will lie there..(Is 13:3, 5, 6, 17-21).

“For I will rise up against them,” says the Lord of hosts, “And cut off from Babylon the name and remnant, and
offspring and posterity,” says the Lord. “I will also make it a possession for the porcupine, and marshes of muddy
water; I will sweep it with the broom of destruction,” says the Lord of hosts (Is 14:22, 23).

Judgment on Babylon and Babylonia.“Declare among the nations, proclaim, and set up a standard; proclaim—
do not conceal it—say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are humiliated, her
images are broken in pieces.’ For out of the north a nation comes up against her, which shall make her land
desolate, and no one shall dwell therein. They shall move, they shall depart, both man and beast. “In those days and in
that time,” says the Lord, “The children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together; with
continual weeping they shall come, and seek the Lord their God. They shall ask the way to Zion, with their faces
toward it, saying, ‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that will not be forgotten.’ “My
people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray; they have turned them away on the
mountains….“Move from the midst of Babylon, go out of the land of the Chaldeans; and be like the rams before
the flocks. For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations from the
north country, and they shall array themselves against her; from there she shall be captured. Their arrows shall be
like those of an expert warrior; none shall return in vain….The voice of those who flee and escape from the land
of Babylon declares in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God, the vengeance of His temple (Jer 50:2-6, 8, 9,
28).



“Therefore the wild desert beasts shall dwell there with the jackals, and the ostriches shall dwell in it. It shall be
inhabited no more forever, nor shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation. As God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah and their neighbors,” says the Lord, “So no one shall reside there, nor son of man dwell in it (50:39-40).

The sound of a cry comes from Babylon, and great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans, because the Lord is
plundering Babylon and silencing her loud voice, though her waves roar like great waters, and the noise of their voice
is uttered, because the plunderer comes against her, against Babylon, and her mighty men are taken. Every one of
their bows is broken; for the Lord is the God of recompense, He will surely repay. “And I will make drunk her princes
and wise men, her governors, her deputies, and her mighty men. And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep and not
awake,” says the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts. Thus says the Lord of hosts: “The broad walls of Babylon
shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; the people will labor in vain, and the nations,
because of the fire; and they shall be weary” (51:54-58).

The Fall of Babylon the Great. After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for
every unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of
the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the
abundance of her luxury.” And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you
share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has
remembered her iniquities. Render to her just as she rendered to you,  and repay her double according to her works; in
the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in
the same measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and
will not see sorrow.’ Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will be
utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. “The kings of the earth who committed
fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning,
standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in
one hour your judgment has come.’ “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her..” The
merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and
wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with
gold and precious stones and pearls! For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all who
travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance and cried out when they saw the smoke
of her burning, saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ (Rev 18:1-11; 15-18)

5.5.3 The Fall of Jerusalem

‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen!’ When judgment visits Babylon, she falls dead to the world. The jubilant cry of
the saints, prophets and apostles in heaven (Rev 18:20) may correspond with the living that survived the
warpath of the sanctified ones. These shall go proclaiming in Jerusalem that Babylon has fallen (Is 13:3). As
more stream into Eretz Israel, the influx of Jews turning to the LORD shall see a revival. But what’s come of



Babylon? She that was once exalted is now a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage
for every unclean and hated bird! Yet in her wake, the harlot queen bequeaths a host of bankrupt lovers
railing at God and hell-bent on vengeance. And where might the king of Babylon be when his Grand Old
Dame was crushed by Gentiles? He, the Antichrist, is embroiled in the wars of Armageddon.

“The king of Babylon has heard the report about them, and his hands grow feeble; anguish has taken
hold of him, pangs as of a woman in childbirth….One runner will run to meet another, and one
messenger to meet another, to show the king of Babylon that his city is taken on all sides; the passages
are blocked, the reeds they have burned with fire, and the men of war are terrified (Jer 50:43; 51:31, 32)148

The horror that grips the world means little to the Antichrist. With inflation soaring, consortiums
crumbling and politicians fumbling, the beast sees it all a needless sweat save for the fact that Jesus is
coming, his days are numbered and his hands grow feeble; anguish has taken hold of him. Reasons aplenty as to
why the Lord tarries, Jesus gave one to His fellow Jews, “..for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you
say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ (Matt 25:37). Fact is, as long as Jews spurn Yeshua their
Messiah, the Antichrist breathes a sigh of relief. But in that same breath the beast pursues to annihilate the
Jews (Zech 14:1-2; Matt 24:9-10). Why? Make no mistake, that serpent of old being far more illuminated than
any prized theologian is well acquainted with the crux of the Jewish people. Theirs was the call, the faith
and the destiny that redeemed mankind ultimately through their Jewish Messiah - Yeshua. The devil
knows all these and “the final solution to the Jewish question”149 is yet again his trump card to destroy the
Jews and thwart the return of the Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel (Is 41:14).

He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be overthrown; but these shall
escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent people of Ammon. He shall stretch out his hand
against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. He shall have power over the treasures of
gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow at
his heels. But news from the east and the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great
fury to destroy and annihilate many. And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the seas
and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and no one will help him (Dan 11:41-
45).

So instead of confronting the kings of the east, the beast steers south from the Valley of Jezreel to have his
armies lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. When the Antichrist enters the glorious land, many countries
shall be overthrown; but these shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of
Ammon. These three ancient borders occupy Jordan today with the city of Petra (Bozrah) wedged in. But
however great a Jewish resistance is mustered against the Antichrist, the Gentile force that overruns

148 Further study: Jeremiah 50-51, Judgment on Babylon and Babylonia; Isaiah 13, Proclamation Against Babylon; Dr. Arnold
Fructenbaum, The Campaign of Armageddon; Larry Cockerham, Ecclesiastical and Commercial Babylon; Genesis 6.

149  “Final Solution.” Wikipedia. Web. 2013. This article is about Nazi Germany's policy to annihilate the Jewish people.
Heinrich Himmler was the chief architect of the plan, and the German Nazi leader Adolf Hitler termed it “the final solution of
the Jewish question.” Further study: The Book of Esther that records how Queen Esther thwarted the wicked plans of Haman to
annihilate the Jews under Persian rule (485-465 B.C.).



Jerusalem, shall pillage the land, chasten its leaders and violate its women. Once again the streets of
Jerusalem shall be filled with cries of Rachel mourning for her children (Zech 14:1-2; 12:11; Matt 2:18).
Whilst half of the Jews in Jerusalem are enslaved, some have their fate hanging in the balance. A remnant
shall however be found huddled in an ancient fortress.

The burden of the word of the Lord against Israel. Thus says the Lord, who stretches out the heavens, lays the
foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him: “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness
to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall happen in that day
that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in
pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered against it. In that day,” says the Lord, “I will strike every
horse with confusion, and its rider with madness; I will open My eyes on the house of Judah, and will strike every
horse of the peoples with blindness. And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem
are my strength in the Lord of hosts, their God.’ In that day I will make the governors of Judah like a firepan in the
woodpile, and like a fiery torch in the sheaves; they shall devour all the surrounding peoples on the right hand and on
the left, but Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place—Jerusalem. “The Lord will save the tents of Judah
first, so that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall not become greater
than that of Judah. In that day the Lord will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble among
them in that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like the Angel of the Lord before
them. It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem (Zech
12:1-9).

Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, and your spoil will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the
nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and the women ravished. Half of
the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city (Zech 14:1, 2).

“I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together like
sheep of the fold, like a flock in the midst of their pasture; they shall make a loud noise because of so many
people..(Micah 1:2).

Now also many nations have gathered against you, who say, “Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.”
But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord, Nor do they understand His counsel; for He will gather them like
sheaves to the threshing floor. “Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion; for I will make your horn iron, and I will make
your hooves bronze; You shall beat in pieces many peoples; I will consecrate their gain to the Lord, and their
substance to the Lord of the whole earth” (4:11-13).



Fig. 55 PRAYERS SIZZLE WITH LITTLE LEFT TO REASON  oil 

And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has
not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be (Matt 24:21, 22).

5.5.4 Israel Repents

I will return again to My place till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; in their
affliction they will earnestly seek Me” (Hosea 5:15).

Israel need repent: she need to confess her utmost sin of rejecting whom they pierced (Ps 22:16; Zech 12:10;



John 19:31-37).150 He was pierced by a crown of thorns, pierced in His hands, pierced in His side. Had they
been truly illuminated by their own Scripture, they would have discerned that every detail of the
promised messiah was met in Yeshua Hamashiach. But when the religious elite saw that The Messiah
failed to meet their hopes of a political deliverer they spurned him. As for the masses that knew no better,
they were primed for blind allegiance by religious clout. Jesus made no excuse for their sin of unbelief.
How could He when the Scriptures151 they lived by pointed to Him! Rather, He judged theirs a vain religion
that condemned them (John 5:37-47; Rom 10:1-4; 2 Cor 3:14-17).

Jesus nonetheless defined the essential truth of the law in two commandments (Matt 22:34-40). Not all
Jews therefore rejected Jesus as The Messiah. Many among the laity and the marginalized, not to mention a
few notables like Nicodemus, cleaved to Him. Simon Peter encapsulated the heart of the Church when he
declared, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know
that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 6:68-69). Faith alone in Christ Jesus suffices for her
salvation. No more is required of Israel like hopeless dead works based on the laws of merit (Heb 6:1; 9:14).
Peter nailed this fact to the Sanhedrin (Acts 4). Salvation through Christ Jesus has since been offered freely
to every Jew and Gentile that God calls (Rom 8:28-30). To think: With 613 Laws of the Old Testament
called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments from the 4 Gospels or 1050 commands via repetition in the
New Testament for believers to obey, how else but surely that the just shall live by faith! (Rom 1:17)

The fact that salvation through Christ Jesus has since been offered freely to every Jew and Gentile that
God calls (Rom 8:28-30), Israel needs now to confess the name of Yeshua, meaning he saves, and accept him
as her Lord. that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For “whoever calls
on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom 10:9-13). So repent they must. And soon. For while the seven
trumpets and its partial judgments allows for repentance, the bowl judgments in tow promises nothing but
the terror of God’s wrath.

Repentance

The beauty of the Shepherd’s voice that calls from deep to deep
Has drawn me to Himself that I may no more seek.

Blessings pour and flood me still, Your Spirit manifests
The lull within my Shepherd’s arms where storms are laid to rest.

All present ills are silenced, stilled, His face is all I see
A gaze that draws a dying man and frees me from my creed.

The journey long to understand I squarely take the stand,
“I have but sinned to have condemned You, Savior, for a fiend.”

Your blood that spilled, our fathers laid Your blood upon our heads

150 Further study: Dr. Arnold Fructenbaum, The Campaign of Armageddon. Ariel Ministries.
151  Scripture references cited in 2.1 Prophecies of The Messiah and His Exhaustive Work.



Forgive us Lord, no longer vent Your anger for their hate.
O Yeshua our Firstborn Son, return to us, O Lord!

The Holy One of Israel, the Holy One of God! LSJ

Israel, in facing her foes squarely has come to terms with her belated self. She buckles and falls to her
knees mourning. She seems to have finally grasped the crux of her journey with God and its prevailing
curse: she crucified her Messiah (Matt 27:25). Be it in sack cloth and ashes, on bended knees and fitful
breaths, every householdman, woman and childshall individually and corporately mourn for rejecting
Yeshua, Israel’s first born whom they pierced. Israel shall mourn over her past sinsa nationwide confession
of real and imaginable sin that has violated the expressed commands of YHVH. Israel, like pagan Nineveh
of old that repented at the preaching of Jonah, may possibly call a fast for beasts in humble desperation to
appease a God bent on judgment (Luke 11:29-32; Jonah 3).

So mourn she will for two days: a nation ceding to the fact that Yeshua Hamashiach was the suffering
servant spoken of by Isaiah (53:1-9). She may perhaps resonatePs 80:17 Let Your hand be upon the man of
Your right hand, upon the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself. Israel shall also plead to God for
her Messiah’s immediate return. Yeshua, Israel’s true Messiah, shall then return promptly as prophesied,
as promised, as pleaded by a penitent people. For while the Rapture of the Church may occur without any
prerequisite, the return of Christ finds a premise that Israel repents as a nation and look to the One whom
they have pierced.

Come, and let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.
After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight. Let us
know, let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like
the rain, like the latter and former rain to the earth (Hosea 6:1-3).

“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication;
then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and
grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the
mourning at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. And the land shall mourn every family by itself: the family of
the house of David by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives
by themselves; the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of
Shimei by itself, and their wives by themselves; all the families that remain, every family by it self, and their wives by
themselves (Zech 12:10-14).

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your
house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord!’ ” (Matt 23:37-39)

And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away



ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins” (Rom 11:26, 27).152
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5.6 The Second Advent

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11)

Bozrah. Contrary to popular perception, there is no evidence in Acts 1:11 that indicates the Lord shall
make his initial appearance at Mount of Olives if only the manner of His return. John the revelator has
however intimated that the place the KING OF KINGS may make His initial debut is Bozrah: the city of
Petra, the ancient capital of Edom just east of the Dead Sea in modern Jordan. But why Bozrah? Even as
the proud armies of the Antichrist maneuver the plains of Megiddo toward the infernal wars, God has
stashed His people in this Jordanian enclave. For it is here that Judah has apparently spent the last 1,260
days away from the fatal clutch of the Antichrist, up till now.

Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed
her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. (Rev 12:6)

I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies. The pangs of

152 Further study: Matt 16:16 The Christ; John 11:27; 20:31; Luke 4:41; 9:20; Is 53:1-9; 64:1-12; Ps 79:1-13; Jer 3:12-18; Joel
2:28-32; Zech 13:2-4; Rabbis who deny blood atonement www.hebrew4christians.com; ‘613 Laws..’ (bible trivia), Dake's Study Notes
by Finis Jennings Dake.



death surrounded me, and the floods of ungodliness made me afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded
me; the snares of death confronted me. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God;
He heard my voice from His temple, and my cry came before Him, even to His ears. Then the earth shook
and trembled; the foundations of the hills also quaked and were shaken, because He was angry. Smoke
went up from His nostrils, and devouring fire from His mouth; coals were kindled by it. He bowed the
heavens also, and came down with darkness under His feet. And He rode upon a cherub, and flew; He
flew upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him was dark
waters and thick clouds of the skies. From the brightness before Him, His thick clouds passed with
hailstones and coals of fire. The Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered His voice,
hailstones and coals of fire. He sent out His arrows and scattered the foe, lightnings in abundance, and
He vanquished them. Then the channels of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world were
uncovered at Your rebuke, O Lord, at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils. He sent from above, He
took me; He drew me out of many waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy, from those who hated
me, for they were too strong for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was my
support. He also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted in me. (Ps
18:2-19)

Come near, you nations, to hear; and heed, you people! Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, the world
and all things that come forth from it. For the indignation of the Lord is against all nations, and His
fury against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the
slaughter. Also their slain shall be thrown out; their stench shall rise from their corpses, and the
mountains shall be melted with their blood. All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens
shall be rolled up like a scroll; all their host shall fall down as the leaf falls from the vine, and as fruit
falling from a fig tree. “For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; indeed it shall come down on Edom,
and on the people of My curse, for judgment. The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is
made overflowing with fatness, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For
the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. The wild oxen shall
come down with them, and the young bulls with the mighty bulls; their land shall be soaked with blood,
and their dust saturated with fatness.” (Is 34:1-7)

…“I will also stretch out My hand against Edom, cut off man and beast from it, and make it desolate
from Teman; Dedan shall fall by the sword. I will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My people
Israel..(Ezek 25:13, 14)

If The Lord will save the tents of Judah first (Zech 12:7) considering that tents are temporary shelters, then He
will save the Jews in their temporary shelter at Bozrah before entering the land of Israel. While Bozrah,
Teman and Mount Paran are common to Edom (the latter two found along the mountainous range of Seir)
it is this rock enclave in Jordan that first witnesses the Lord’s advent. So, as the armies of the Antichrist
press against the Jews encased there, the Lord will descend and come down on Edom with His sword. God’s
people, on the other hand, shall rejoice when the Lord makes the breach that bails them out.

“I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them



together like sheep of the fold, like a flock in the midst of their pasture; they shall make a loud noise
because of so many people. The one who breaks open will come up before them; they will break out, pass
through the gate, and go out by it; their king will pass before them, with the Lord at their head.” (Mic
2:12, 13)

God came from Teman, The Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and
the earth was full of His praise. His brightness was like the light; He had rays flashing from His hand,
and there His power was hidden. (Hab 3:3, 4)

Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One who is glorious in
His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength?—“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to
save.” Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? “I have
trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden them in
My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have
stained all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has
come. I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one to uphold; Therefore
My own arm brought salvation for Me; and My own fury, it sustained Me. I have trodden down the
peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury, and brought down their strength to the earth.” (Is
[cir.740-680 BC] 63:1-6)

And because the Lord Jesus alone battled the enemy at Bozrah it befits Him to enter Israel flashing a robe
drenched in the blood of His spoil, gloriously triumphant altogether (Rev 19:11-16). Isaiahwhose name
means the salvation of the Lordthus had a prophetic vision of this deliverer millenniums before. Difference
is that He now actually enters Israel clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.
And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.

5.6.1 The Four Fold Hallelujah Chorus

Meanwhile in heaven a run-up to the Lord’s Advent resounds in a four-fold hallelujah chorus because:

1) Ecclesiastical Babylon has fallen. “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our
God! For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with
her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.”

2) Babylon the economic and political capital of the world is razed. Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke
rises up forever and ever!” And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God..

3) A resounding worship and praise for God. And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” Then a voice came from the throne,
saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!”



4) Of the marriage of the Lamb. And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be
glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”
And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the
saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he
said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you
do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev 19:1-10).

Marriage Supper of The Lamb. The marriage supper of the Lamb is an exclusive event reserved only for
those that are in Christ Jesus. Present here with the Church as the bride of Christ are the Old Testament
saints raised at the Lord’s advent and the saints martyred for their faith during the Tribulation. If ever
there is a regret it is never now in glory, save for the mortal dread that some of our loved ones and
acquaintances may miss the eternal bliss with God.

"But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in
My Father's kingdom" (Matt 26:29 cf. Mark 14:24). There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come
from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. And indeed there are
last who will be first, and there are first who will be last” (Luke 13:28-30).

Of Him who bled on Calvary’s hill has vowed to come, and come He will.
No hand can stay Him nor ever still when woeful judgments slams us ill.

Then branded hands in madness weep, “If rocks could crumble, sink us deep!”
But Death denies the wicked sleep for Death has lapsed his lust to reap! LSJ

5.6.2 The Return of Christ
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Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord



comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” (Jude 14-15)153

Should Enoch have lived to tell the tale in the day before the Flood, Armageddon is now a dreadful reality.
But as magnificent as the vast hosts of saints and angels may be, it is the Lord alone that shall confront the
armies of the world and execute all His adversaries by the sword of his breath For it is written, “Vengeance
is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. (Rom 12:19; Heb 10:30; Deut 32:35). Jesus in His Second Advent is all but
a terror bent on justice. For while the trumpets were partial judgments, the bowl judgments teems with the
seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. Unbelieving Israel feasting with Babylon shall
stagger at a sampling of the grapes of wrath - For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication (Rev 18:3). Jerusalem shall cleft in three and collapse. Babylon, razed to smithereens, shall slip to
oblivion when the mountains recede. Should the heavens rend, hailstones weighing 120 pounds each shall
rain down on the wicked. And though they writhe and wrestle, grope and grovel, man at his lowest shall
still spew his bile at God. Why? Make no mistake, the day of Christ dawns on the reprobate whose
conscience is dead because grace has ceased and repentance defunct (Rev 15-16; Zech 14:4-5; Matt 24).

With the heavens open, the campaign of Armageddon reaches Fahrenheit as the beast gears up for
violent death. Should Armageddon evoke Gog and Magog that saw specified nations battle the king as a
type of Antichrist, Armageddon differs by a world coalition confronting Christ the King (Ezek 38-39; Dan
11). The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of man. From the place of His dwelling He looks at all the
inhabitants of the earth (Ps 33:13). Among the nations fronted here are the western allies of the Antichrist,
secular Israel and the kings of the east. His command centre seems a clear distance to Jerusalem, the
Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea. Armageddon may also front the diabolical genius of man’s ageless
affair with arms and armament. All the deadliest weapons in human history are featured here. There
seems to be no rules, no reservation, no comparison to this orgy of unprecedented wars.

Armageddon with its mother lode of warfare worth trillions of dollars promises a bloodbath for the
bloodthirsty. It is a violent stake for the world by the god of this age (2 Cor 4:4), the prince of the power of the
air (Eph 2:2) who is all up in arms to steal, and to kill and to destroy (John 10:10). At the click of a nod, his vast
array of sophisticated weapons in the guise of surveillance satellites and its auxiliaries may turn rogue on
an unsuspecting world. Laser beams and laser-guided missiles that traverse the earth may raze age-old
civilizations in seconds. Land, sea and air forces may likewise abandon their wiles and consolidate into an
formidable warhead steered by the satanic system of the beast. Should the scent of death smear the air, it
lures the beast to stage his final assault against his nemesisChrist Jesus.

Yet to think that the Lord is challenged by all this ado is absurd. Rather, He calls them bluff and sees
their weapons of mass destruction as smelted farming tools! Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a
vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against
His Anointed, saying, “Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the
heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress

153 Enoch the antediluvian also alludes to the fate of a brood of celestial beings that may have consummated
with mankind in Adam’s day should that be possible And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left
their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day (Jude 6)



them in His deep displeasure: “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: The Lord
has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash
them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ (Psalm 2:1-9) And indeed it must be, for a voice from high has summoned
the birds of heaven to meat. And as the feast is being prepared, as the Lord defines their meal, the raptors
circle far above His staggering kill: man is but a worm to feed (Job 25:6; Mark 9:44-48).

Neither is God oblivious to the wiles of the devil (Eph 6:2) or that serpent of old who has but one
existential foethe Jew. Such enmity toward the Jew harkens back to the garden of Eden when it was
pronounced cursed for inciting the fall of man. And ever since God promised man redemption, evil has
tried to fuse with the human gene to render the line of Eve sterile as to ever birth her Seed viz. the sinless
Messiah (Gen 3-6; Job 15:14; 25:4; Jude 6).154 For if theirs was the call, the faith and the redemption of man,
what more the Lord’s Advent and His Millennial Kingdom that spells the devil’s end! This then is his
grudge: that his days are numbered only because the Jew exists! Therefore, to preserve his seat on earth,
the beast must target the Jews Jesus spoke of“..for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ (Matt 25:37) It thus means nothing to the beast if billions perish
because to annihilate the Jews is precisely why the nations have converged on Jerusalem in the wars of
Armageddon. A dispensational view may thus postulate another Jewish holocaust in which that serpent of
old deals “the final solution to the Jewish question”155 (Zech 14:1-2; Matt 24:9-10).

Dismal as it seems, God assures Zion that none may usurp the apple of His eye. Jesus, himself declared
of the great tribulation that “..unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the
elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days” (Mark 13:20). And how will those days be shortened unless
the Author appears on stage to end the play! Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time
of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. (Jer 30:7) Should that day dawn at the advent of Christ,
Gentiles shall no longer accuse nor excuse the Jew when they finally grasp the mystery between Israel and
Yahweh that, bound by an irrevocable covenant, Yahweh is still the God of Israel and, in spite of her
failures, He has come to avenge her! The song of Moses, penned more than three millenniums ago in the
Sinai desert, may now seem apocalyptic (Exod 15; Rev 15). Indeed, that day dawns when God shall
manifest His glorious power to His enemiesvisibly.

For unknown to all the rival powers locked in cataclysmic wars at the campaign of Armageddon, all
sides shall be taken aback when the heavens emanate signs of His appearing. For what simmered at the
great tribulation has reached boiling point. This is the long awaited moment. D-Day has arrived and the
heavens are rent. “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (Mark 24:30)
And though it be but a faint glimpse of The Christ returning in the clouds, He that is fast-approaching on a
white horse is the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS draped in the blood of His spoil accompanied

154 S. Michael Houdmann. ‘Again, this is not a specifically biblical answer, but it is plausible and not in contradiction to
anything the Bible teaches.’ gotquestions.org “Who / what were the Nephilim?” n. d Web. 3 Sep 2014.

155 Final Solution. This article is about Nazi Germany's policy to annihilate the Jewish people. Wikipedia. ‘Heinrich
Himmler was the chief architect of the plan, and the German Nazi leader Adolf Hitler termed it “the final solution of the Jewish question.”
(German: die Endlösung der Judenfrage).’ Furet, François. Unanswered Questions: Nazi Germany and the Genocide of the Jews.
Schocken Books (1989) Further study: The Book of Esther that records how Queen Esther thwarted the wicked plans of Haman
to annihilate the Jews under Persian rule (485-465 B.C.)



by two separate host of armies - His cavalry of saints and His angelic hosts. Woe betide, there will be blood
and some will burn!

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His
head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword,
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. (Rev 19:11-16)

Smoke went up from His nostrils, and devouring fire from His mouth; coals were kindled by it. He
bowed the heavens also, and came down with darkness under His feet. And He rode upon a cherub, and
flew; He flew upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him
was dark waters and thick clouds of the skies. From the brightness before Him, His thick clouds passed
with hailstones and coals of fire. The Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered His voice,
hailstones and coals of fire. He sent out His arrows and scattered the foe, lightnings in abundance, and
He vanquished them. Then the channels of the sea were seen, the foundations of the world were
uncovered at Your rebuke, O Lord, at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils. (Ps 18:8-15)

“Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, which I have
reserved for the time of distress, for the day of war and battle?” (Job 38:22-23)

‘Is this not laid up in store with Me, sealed up among My treasures? Vengeance is Mine, and
recompense; their foot shall slip in due time; for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things to
come hasten upon them.’ “For the Lord will judge His people and have compassion on His servants,
when He sees that their power is gone, and there is no one remaining, bond or free. He will say: ‘Where
are their gods, the rock in which they sought refuge? Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the
wine of their drink offering? Let them rise and help you, and be your refuge. ‘Now see that I, even I, am
He, and there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; nor is there any who
can deliver from My hand. For I raise My hand to heaven, and say, “As I live forever, if I whet My
glittering sword, and My hand takes hold on judgment, I will render vengeance to My enemies, and
repay those who hate Me. I will make My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword shall devour flesh,
with the blood of the slain and the captives, from the heads of the leaders of the enemy.”’ “Rejoice, O
Gentiles, with His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and render vengeance to His
adversaries; He will provide atonement for His land and His people..” (Deut 32:34-43)

“I will set My glory among the nations; all the nations shall see My judgment which I have executed,
and My hand which I have laid on them. So the house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God
from that day forward. The Gentiles shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for
their iniquity; because they were unfaithful to Me, therefore I hid My face from them. I gave



them into the hand of their enemies, and they all fell by the sword. According to their
uncleanness and according to their transgressions I have dealt with them, and hidden My face from
them.”’ “Therefore thus says the Lord God: ‘Now I will bring back the captives of Jacob, and have mercy
on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name— after they have borne their shame,
and all their unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, when they dwelt safely in their own
land and no one made them afraid. When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them
out of their enemies’ lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, then they shall
know that I am the Lord their God, who sent them into captivity among the nations, but also brought
them back to their land, and left none of them captive any longer. And I will not hide My face from them
anymore; for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord God.” (Ezek 39:21-
29. Read Hab 3:1-19)

And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day…“It shall be in that day,” says the Lord of hosts,
“that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, and they shall no longer be remembered. I will
also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the land…It shall be one day which is
known to the Lord—neither day nor night. But at evening time it shall happen that it will be light.
(Zech 3:9; 13:2; 14:7)

That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness….Neither their silver nor their gold shall be
able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of
His jealousy, for He will make speedy riddance of all those who dwell in the land. (Zeph 1:15, 18)

Unless the Lord of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become like Sodom, we
would have been made like Gomorrah. (Is 1:9; cf. Matt 24:21, 22)

The Terror of the Lord ..when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to
be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. (2 Thess 1:7-
10)

..He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the
places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. (Ps 110:5-6)

“I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of
Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.
You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” (Ps 2:7-9)

They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, from the terror of the Lord and
the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. In that day a man will cast away



his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which they made, each for himself to worship, to the moles and
bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the crags of the rugged rocks, from the terror of the Lord
and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. (Is 2:19-21)

And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave
and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”
(Rev 6:15-17)

Seized by shock and awe, the remnant host of combatants shall stall their disputes, switch aim and blast at
the unexpected as He appears in the clouds. With their reserves pooled for a unified cause ‘These will
make war with the Lamb..’ Armageddon has now become the world’s vent at God (Rev 17:14; 19:19).156

And if God was merciless to Israel His firstborn thatHe cast on them the fierceness of His anger, wrath,
indignation and trouble, by sending angels of destruction among them. He made a path for His anger; He did not
spare their soul from death, but gave their life over to the plague (Ps 78:49, 50)how will these reprobates fare in
judgment? Needless to say then, He shall scourge them by the sword of His breath! For behold, the Lord will
come with fire and with His chariots, like a whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of
fire. For by fire and by His sword the Lord will judge all flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be many (Is 66:15-16).

Despite all the ultra-modern warfare hurled against the KING OF KINGS, this whimsical party shall
retreat to Megiddo where their decimation begins and ends in Moab and the plains of Idumea (Zech 14:2-
5). Satan’s prodigy - the beast - is the first casualty in the climax of Armageddon. He descends to where all
the chief ones of the earth duly resides. Both the beast and the false prophet are thrown into the lake of fire (Rev
19:20). Their destiny is one of eternal conscious torment where their worm does not die and the fire is not
quenched (Mark 9:44-48). For the terrible one is brought to nothing, the scornful one is consumed, and all who
watch for iniquity are cut off—(Is 29:20)

You have rebuked the nations, You have destroyed the wicked; You have blotted out their name forever
and ever. O enemy, destructions are finished forever! And you have destroyed cities; even their memory
has perished. (Ps 9:5, 6)

And at that day the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the earth even to the other end of the
earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground (Jer
25:33).

156 Further study: Lambert Dolphin, False Messiahs, Antichrists and Modern Caesars. (www.ldolphin)
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5.6.3 The Beast and the Fowls Feast

Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by
which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These
two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the
sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with
their flesh. (Rev 19:20, 21)

..take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say: “How the oppressor has ceased, the golden
city ceased! The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers; He who struck the
people in wrath with a continual stroke, he who ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted and no one
hinders. The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing. Indeed the cypress trees
rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you were cut down, no woodsman has come
up against us.’ “Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming; it stirs up
the dead for you, all the chief ones of the earth; it has raised up from their thrones all the kings of the
nations. They all shall speak and say to you: ‘Have you also become as weak as we? Have you become
like us? Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments; the maggot
is spread under you, and worms cover you.’ (Is 14:4-11)

Now that the feast is spread the birds of prey, soaring in circles far above their prey, dive in on cue. They



descend on the spoils of war and gorge on the dead until none remains. For wherever the carcass is, there the
eagles will be gathered together (Matt 24:28). And all the birds were filled with their flesh (Rev 19:17b). Should this
scene allude to Ezekiel‘s, the massive slaughter summons the beasts of the earth to feast as well“And as
for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, ‘Speak to every sort of bird and to every beast of the field: “Assemble
yourselves and come; gather together from all sides to My sacrificial meal which I am sacrificing for you, a great
sacrificial meal on the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood. You shall eat the flesh of the
mighty, drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams and lambs, of goats and bulls, all of them fatlings of
Bashan. You shall eat fat till you are full, and drink blood till you are drunk, at My sacrificial meal which I am
sacrificing for you. You shall be filled at My table with horses and riders, with mighty men and with all the men of
war,” says the Lord God. (39:17-20).

Who then can be saved from the wrath of God? The sinner that repents and believes in The Christ of God
(Luke 9:20) is saved from divine wrath. Faith alone in Christ alone savesthat God be his reward! (Rom 1-
8) Otherwise, a departed soul fixed in unbelief shall pale in disbelief at the dawn of his fiery fate. Behold
then the reprobate in his unpardonable sin: for all the dead both small and great shall plunge to the bowels
of the abysmal deep. It shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will punish on high the host of exalted ones,
and on the earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will
be shut up in prison; and after many days they will be punished. (Is 24:21, 22) Tormented here for a millennium
under lock and key, they pray the day of judgment at the Great White Throne when theythe dead, small
and great, standing before Godwill be condemned with second death. There will be blood and some will
burn! (Rev 20:11-14).

Christ Jesus the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS will then establish His Millennial rule
from Jerusalem. Every nation, tribe and tongue that survived the Tribulation shall be judged by Christ the
King within a stipulated time (Dan 12:12). Tribulation saints will be resurrected to reign with Christ the
King alongside His victorious army that returned with Him on white horsesthe Church (Rev 20:4;
19:14).157

For I know that my Redeemer lives and He shall stand at last on the earth. (Job 19:25)

And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives which faces Jerusalem on the
east….Thus the Lord my God will come, and all the saints with You (Zech 12:4; 14:3-5)

And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn
away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” (Rom
11:26, 27)

157 ‘The expositor is not free to spiritualize the interpretation of the vision but must accept the interpretation in its ordinary
and literal meaning. If this is done, there is no alternative to the premillennial interpretation, which holds that at the second
coming of Christ, Satan will be bound for a thousand years.’ John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, p.293. See also Dan.
9-12; Rev 8-19; Zech; Joel; Ezek 20:33-44; 28;
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Satan aka Abaddon; The Accuser of the Brethren; The Adversary; Angel of Light; Apollyon; Beelzebub; Belial; the
Devil; Dragon; the Enemy; the Evil One; Father of All Lies; god of this world; King of Babylon; King of Tyre; Little
Horn; Lucifer; Man of sin; Power of Darkness; Prince of the Power of the Air; Prince that shall come; Prince of Tyre;
Prince of this world; Ruler of demons; Rulers of the darkness of this world; Serpent; Son of Perdition; That Old
Serpent; the Proud One; the Tempter; the Wicked One.

5.6.4 Satan Bound

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He
laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more
till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while (Rev 20:1-3).

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who
weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of
the Pit. “Those who see you will gaze at you and consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the earth
tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did not open the
house of his prisoners?’ “All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory, everyone in his own house; but you
are cast out of your grave like an abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through with a
sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot….It shall come to pass in that day that
the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered
together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be
punished (Is 14:12-19; 24:21, 22).

Could Satan ever have grieved to relinquish his sphere graced by God and his brethren? Or is he in denial
that the anointed cherub who once pursued God is all but a sentimental dead fad? Shall the evil genius, hell-
bent and brooding, have his hour yet? Have not the Church aided him by losing its edge in loving the
world? Is she any less blasphemous today with her ‘strange fire’ stoked since infancy (Lev 10:1; Rev 1-3)?
Had not the Aquarian age likewise championed his cause? Thoughts of wicked grandeur may yet stoke
the hopes of the fallen bent on world dominion. A thousand years in the Pit may suffice for a strategy or
two. Make no mistake, that serpent of old being far more illuminated than any prized theologian is well
acquainted with Scripture. He knows that with him bound and the curse checked (Rom 8:19-23), the



millennium will host an almost utopian state where believers dwell in righteousness, peace and joy. He
knows peace will also be restored between man and animals that they will all live harmoniously under the
sun without his corrupting presence. He also knows this: that while the resurrected live eternally in their
glorified bodies, believing mortals that survived the tribulation will marry, multiply and live long healthy
lives. And though these mortals were all believers of the Lord Jesus, their descendents have yet to be.
Herein lies the next chapter for sin to begin to teem. And when he is released from the abyss after the
millennium, he must and will muster a vast rebellion from the four corners of the earth….whose number is as
the sand of the sea (Rev 20:8) for the final assault against the reigning KingYeshua.
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5.6.5 Judgment on Israel



According to the book of Daniel (12:11-12) there is leeway of some seventy-five days.158 This may reason for
the need to purify the Temple of the abomination of desolation and prepare it for the millennium rule of
Christ seated as King in Jerusalem. This era shall also see the original boundaries promised to Israel finally
established by scriptural standards (Deut 29:1-30:20; Is 11:11-12:6; Jer 16:14-15; 23:3-8; Ezek 11: 14-18; 37:1-
18). Even so, Jewish believers from around the world will converge upon Israel. God will judge the nation
of Israel, sieving believers from unbelievers. Nations and individuals will also be judged as to how they
have treated the Lord’s brethren: the Jewish people. In the analogy of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25,
while the elect that survived the tribulation basks in Millennial bliss, the latter weighed and found wanting
of the Gospel, shall be cast into in the abysmal pit. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men..(2 Cor 5:11) "…before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom: (2 Tim 4:1)

Dwight J. Pentecost in “Things to Come” postulates that ‘The purpose of this judgment will be to
determine which Israelites will enter into Christ’s millennial kingdom and which Israelites will be eternally
punished (Ezek 20:34-38; Mal 3:2-5; Zech 13:8, 9; Matt 25:30). This judgment (Matt 25:1-30) will take place
after the seven year tribulation period (Matt 24:4-26) at the second coming of Christ to earth (Matt 24:27-
30), when Israel is re-gathered (Matt 24:31). The living unsaved Jews will be cut off and eternally punished,
while the living saved Jews will be taken into the millennium to fulfill their covenants (Rom 11:26, 27; 9:6).
This judgment apparently takes place on earth at the borders of Israel (Zech 14:4; Ezek 20:34-38) and will
be upon all the living Israelites (Matt 24:31).’  pp. 413-415.

And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust
from your feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of
judgment than for that city!….“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say to
you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, who
are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done
in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
in the day of judgment than for you.” (Matt 10:14, 15; 11:21-24)

“But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and
like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them
as gold and silver that they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasant to the Lord as in the days of old, as in former years. And I will come near you for

158  ‘..The 7th seal encompasses the wrath of the seven trumpets (Revelation 8:2); the seventh trumpet may represent the
seven bowls of wrath, which complete the mystery of God (Revelation 11:15). Since the Antichrist’s reign lasts for 42 months (or
3.5 years) according to Revelation 13:5, the Antichrist’s rule ceases at the end of the 70th week. At the battle of Armageddon, the
Antichrist and the false prophet are defeated and cast into the lake of fire. Since the time of the Antichrist is 1290 days according
to Daniel 12:11 (30 days longer than his 42-month reign), his end is then placed 30 days after Daniel’s 70th week. 45 days after
the destruction of the Antichrist, Christ’s millennial reign is established. This is based on Daniel 12:11, which states, “Blessed is
he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.” The 45 days is derived from taking 1335 and
subtracting 1260 days (42 months of Antichrist's reign) and 30 days (the end of the Antichrist), or 1335-(1260+30)=45.’ Wikipedia,
Prewrath.



judgment; I will be a swift witness against sorcerers, against adulterers, against perjurers, against those who exploit
wage earners and widows and orphans, and against those who turn away an alien—because they do not fear Me,”
says the Lord of hosts. (Mal 3:2-5)

I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out. And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples,
and there I will plead My case with you face to face. Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness of
the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you,” says the Lord God. “I will make you pass under the rod, and I
will bring you into the bond of the covenant; I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress
against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then
you will know that I am the Lord. (Ezek 20:34-38)

“In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for
uncleanness. “It shall be in that day,” says the Lord of hosts, “that I will cut off the names of the idols from the land,
and they shall no longer be remembered. I will also cause the prophets and the unclean spirit to depart from the
land….Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day
His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives which faces Jerusalem on the east….And the Lord shall be King over all
the earth. In that day it shall be—“The Lord is one,” and His name one. (Zech 13:1, 2; 14:3, 4, 9)

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was
a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and
you came to Me.’ “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or
thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did
we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ “Then He will also say to
those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for
I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not
take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they also will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.” (Matt 25:31-46)
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A Cry from the Pit

If I could breathe just one more lie
With You my King eternal life
I’d live, I’d sing, I’d be alive
You’d be receiving me

Too many hearts have been broken
We didn’t think it’ll be real
Too many souls have been stolen
Hell didn’t seem so real

If You could give me one more try
I’d live to please You by and by
If You would seize me from these fires
Whisk me from all these ills

The door is shut to all their cries
In endless torture, endless trials
There was a chance and they despised
O, had they believed in Me!



Such is the world woven
Vested in sin for ills
Many a soul awoken
Forever affright as it reels..

You ask Me to give you one more try
Your choice is now within your time
Your faith in Me will not deny
You being safe in Me.
LSJ

5.6.6 Resurrection of the Latter-day Saints

When the Lord returns with His Bride consisting of the Church and the Old Testament saints, those
martyred in the late Tribulation are resurrected and given glorified bodies. Believers in their glorified state
are appointed as judges; and judge they will with perfect righteousness as they reign with Christ the King
in His Millennial Kingdom on earth.

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image,
and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (Rev 20:4-6)

Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your
dew is like the dew of herbs and the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut
your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment until the indignation is past. For behold, the Lord
comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood
and will no more cover her slain (Is 26:19-21).

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall
be delivered, every one who is found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the
brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever (Dan 12:1-3).

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—
those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation (John 5:28, 29).



This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up
at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may
have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” The Jews then complained about Him, because He
said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.” And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus therefore answered
and said to them, “Do not murmur among yourselves. No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
him; and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:39-44).

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming (1
Cor 15:20-23).
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“Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the
period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time” (Acts
3:19-21).

5.6.7  The Millennium Rule of Christ



The Millennial Kingdom, if not an allegory, is a literal 1000-year period. John made no bones about this
fact when he repeated it four times in a single passage (Rev 20:1-7). Why? Could he have been as thrilled as
Paul was concerning the hope of Israel (Acts 28:20)? ‘What was the hope of Israel? While there were many
things included in that hope, the inclusiveness was a Person, and that Person was called (in Hebrew) the
Messiah. It would require a whole volume to cover all the ground of the Messiah and the Messianic hope
in the Old Testament. Some of it will come out as we proceed, but that Person dominates the Old
Testament from Genesis 3 onward. He is implicit in personal and symbolic types; He is "the Prophet"
which was to come; He is the Prophet which the Lord told Moses He would raise up 'like unto him' (or, "as
He had raised him - Moses - up"); He was "the root of David", 'David's Son', the "Branch", the "Servant of
Jehovah", etc. All the many and various titles and designations, functions and offices, intentions and
promises were embodied in that One person - the coming Redeemer, King, and Salvation, whose name
was "Messiah" - and He was "The Hope of Israel".’ T. Austin Sparks (1888-1971) “The Hope of Israel“.

O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones! He is the Lord our God; His
judgments are in all the earth. He remembers His covenant forever, the word which He commanded, for
a thousand generations, the covenant which He made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac, and
confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I will give the
land of Canaan as the allotment of your inheritance,” when they were few in number, indeed very few,
and strangers in it. When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people.
(Ps 105:6-13)

Thus says the Lord: “If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out
beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, says the LORD. (Jer 31:37)

And it shall come to pass that just as you were a curse among the nations, O house of Judah and house of
Israel, so I will save you, and you shall be a blessing. Do not fear, let your hands be strong.’ “Thus says
the Lord of hosts: ‘Peoples shall yet come, inhabitants of many cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go
to another, saying, “Let us continue to go and pray before the Lord, and seek the Lord of hosts. I myself
will go also.” Yes, many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem,
and to pray before the Lord.’ “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from every language of
the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that
God is with you.”’” (Zech 8:13; 20-23)

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall
play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea…And the inhabitant will not say, “I am sick”; the people who dwell in it will be forgiven
their iniquity. (Is 11:6-9; 33:24)

The Glorious New Creation. “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former



shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for behold, I
create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; the
voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of crying. “No more shall an infant from
there live but a few days, nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; for the child shall die one
hundred years old, but the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses
and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another
inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; for as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people,
and My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth
children for trouble; for they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with
them. “It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will
hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the
serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,” says the Lord. (55:17-25)

Yeshua has now established His dominion over the Earth by His means and exercises His sovereignty. He
will receive the worship due even as the Temple is restored to an unprecedented glory with sacrifices
offered as a memento to His exhaustive work of atonement at Calvary. Those that were martyred now
reign with Him as kings and priests (Rev 5:10; 20:4; 1 Cor 6:2; 2 Tim 2:12). Jews the world over will
congregate in Israel to worship their King. Gentiles, on the other hand, are allocated their lot for
stewardship with Christ as sovereign. They will work their lands and it will blossom and thrive. Peace will
also be restored between man and animals that they will all live harmoniously under the sun. Thus with
Satan bound and the curse checked (Rom 8:19-23), the millennium will host an almost utopian state where
believers dwell in righteousness, peace and joy.159 And while the resurrected live eternally in their glorified
bodies, believing mortals that survived the tribulation will marry, multiply and live long healthy lives.
And though these mortals were all believers of the Lord Jesus, their descendents have yet to be. Herein lies
the next chapter for sin to begin to teem (and for Satan to ply it for his final assault against the reigning
King when is released from the abyss after the millennium).

5.6.8 Four Interpretive Approaches to Revelation 20

Interpreting any ancient document is a daunting task. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, in particular, sees the
author and us differ by culture, generations and millenniums. Of the two main approaches to make the
book plain, the orthodox view maintains the author’s original intent and historicity. Error is therefore
pinned on the student lacking in history and interpretation. The other approach has the author’s intent and
historicity abet the one that defines the text. Interpretation of these texts thus kicked up a storm in the
second and third centuries between two Christian communities: Antioch in Syria and Alexandria in Egypt.
Gilbert Desrosiers in An Introduction to Revelation explains that “The debate between a literal interpretation

159 NB This is where some mortal believers viz. Pentecostals and charismatic that have erred by presupposing their eternal
state when it is only now in a glorified state that a believer may aptly assert ‘Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may
have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world’ (1 John 4:17).



of the images and prophecies found in Revelation, and a symbolic, allegorical one has been perpetuated
throughout Christian history, down to this day and age. As history unfolded, this debate spawned four
ways of interpreting Revelation.’160 Students of eschatology161 may thus find themselves a preterist, a
historicist, a futurist or an idealist.

Preterism is derived from the Latin word ‘praeter’ meaning past. While partial preterism sees the
Second Advent due, preterists believe that most bible prophecies were fulfilled between 30 AD to 70 AD
which ascribes to the apocalyptic portions of Daniel, Zechariah, Revelation and Matthew 24. Wikipedia
regards ‘The Siege of Jerusalem in the year 70 CE was the decisive event of the First Jewish-Roman War.
The Roman army, led by the future Emperor Titus, with Tiberius Julius Alexander as his second-in-
command, besieged and conquered the city of Jerusalem, which had been occupied by its Jewish defenders
in 66 CE. The siege ended with the sacking of the city and the destruction of its famous Second Temple.
The destruction of both the first and second temples is still mourned annually as the Jewish fast Tisha
B'Av. The Arch of Titus, celebrating the Roman sack of Jerusalem and the Temple, still stands in Rome.’162

For it is here in 70 AD that the beast of Rome and the Whore of Babylon viz. apostate Jerusalem met,
consummated and perished (Dan 7; Rev 18, 19). But if these events occurred in 70 AD and John penned his
apocalyptic visions around 95 AD (as most bible scholars agree), how does the Book of Revelation fare as
prophecy if all but history? Preterists therefore, need to argue for an early date to validate their stance and
invalidate the Lord’s promise of a global fallout in His Olivet discourse (Matt 24). And if the day of the Lord
(Zech 14) never judged planet Earth in the first century, shall preterism also rob the Lord of His climatic
victory conveyed in the campaign of Armageddon (Rev 20)? Thomas Ice thus regards ‘Such first-century
newspaper exegesis is similar in approach to that which preterists criticize some futurists in our own day
who attempt to correlate Bible prophecy with current events. Yet they do the very same thing. The only
difference between preterists and those they criticize is about 2,000 years in time.’163

Preterists, in being amillennial or postmillennial, refute the literal 1000-year reign of Christ and infer
that mankind has since lived in the post-tribulation millennial age of Christ the King let alone the rapture
and resurrection of the saints of a bygone age. What more, if God's covenant with Israel was “everlasting“,
preterism reckons that the Church is the answer to all unfulfilled promises to Israel (Gen 12:1-3; 15:9-17;
Deut 28:1; 30:3-5; 34; 2 Sam 7:10-17; Ps 37:11; Ezek 20:42-44; Zech 14:17; Rom 11). Preterism, in their
contemporary-historical view, has therefore been accredited with replacement theology164 which some regard

160  Gilbert Desrosiers, An Introduction to Revelation (London: Continuum, 2000), p30.
161 Eschatology originates from two Greek words meaning last (eschatos) and study (logos lit. discourse). According to

Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry (CARM) eschatology is ‘The study of the teachings in the Bible concerning the end
times, or of the period of time dealing with the return of Christ and the events that follow. Eschatological subjects include the Resurrection,
the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Millennium, the Binding of Satan, the Two Witnesses, the Final Judgment, Armageddon, and The New
Heavens and the New Earth. In the New Testament, eschatological chapters include Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 17, and 2 Thessalonians 2.’

162 Wikipedia, “Siege of Jerusalem (70)” online. 4 Dec 2012. See also Flavius Josephus, “The Temple of Jerusalem.” The
Jewish War 5.5.2-6 198-227; Chronology of the War According to Josephus Part 7, The Fall of Jerusalem. Josephus.org. n. d. Web. 3
Feb 2014. NB The historical events of 70 AD is the basis of St. Augustine’s realized eschatology adopted by preterists and some
idealists.

163 Thomas Ice. “100-pound Hailstones” The Thomas Ice Collection. raptureready.com 4 April 2013.
164 With regards to replacement theology, see Jeremy James “A Pyramid of Lies: How the Wolf Pack is Attacking and

Destroying True Biblical Christianity.” zephaniah.eu. Web. 1 Dec 2013. Flavius Josephus, “Jewish Wars“ (c.75), “Antiquities of the
Jews” (c.94). Wikipedia; The Holocaust. The Jewish Virtual Library; Nathan E. Jones, “Why I Believe in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture.”



as anti-Semitism within the church since the days of Augustine, Luther and Calvin. Full preterism,
moreover, contends for a hard sell that the world is in the process of perfection!165

Historicists are also known as church-historical or continual-historical. These view the book of
Revelation as a plethora of symbolic words and visuals that need to be deciphered in its relevance to the
times. Historicism is therefore an ongoing series of church history from the Apostolic age to the present up
to the Second Advent. Historicism makes prophecy a living reality especially with epoch-making events
like the dawn of Islam, the Vatican, World War II, etc. Once esteemed by premillennialists, amillennialists
and postmillennialists in the age of Enlightenment historicism has fizzled since.

Futurists view apocalyptic prophecy as yet to be fulfilled. Futurists believe that the Millennium
Kingdom of Christ (Rev 20:1-6) will be a literal fulfillment on earth. Premillennialism also tend to hold by a
‘rapture of the faithful coming before (dispensational) or after (historic) the tribulation preceding the
millennium.’ Wikipedia, “Premillennialism.” Historic premillennialism or Chiliasm,166 as the early Church
fathers would have, teaches a post-tribulation rapture in which the Church age will be succeeded by the
return of Christ to inaugurate His 1000-year reign. This view is differs with dispensational premillennialism.
‘Dispensationalism is an approach to biblical interpretation which states that God uses different means of
working with people (Israel and the Church) during different periods of history, usually seven
chronologically successive periods.’ Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry.167 Dispensational theology
distinguishes the Church from Israel as a spiritual (Gen 12:1-3; 15:9-17; Deut 28:1; 30:3-5; 34; 2 Sam 7:10-17;
Ps 37:11; Ezek 20:42-44; Zech 14:17; Matt 5:5). In so doing, the Church is denied the claim to have
superseded the Jews as the new Israel.168 The pre-tribulation rapture is therefore a befitting dispensational
concept that vows for the Church and Israel. The Pre-tribulation rapture is likewise grasped by many non-
dispensationalists including those that hold to Covenant Theology which may seem at odds. And why
should the pre-tribulation rapture be  estranged when Paul too has emphasized that the Tribulation revolves
around Israel and not the Bride of Christ. For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation

lamblion.com Web. 4 Apr 2013. Thomas Ice, “Hal Lindsey, Dominion Theology and Anti-Semitism.” pre-trib.org Web. 11 Mar
2014. Further study: Jonathan Edwards, A History of The Work of Redemption. Section 4; Patrick Zukeran, “Four Views of
Revelation: Christians and the End Times.” probe.org 2009. Web. 31 Jul 2013.

165 Chilton, David. Paradise Restored. Tyler, TX: Reconstruction Press, 1985; ‘Pantelism, is a recent term in Christian
eschatology that refers to what some see as an extension of Full Preterism. This view maintains that the Scriptures both
prophetically and redemptively, were entirely fulfilled in the person and work of Christ and consummated at the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Accordingly, this consummation included not only Christ’s Second Coming, but the final judgment,
theresurrection of the just and the unjust, and the reconciliation of all things. The unorthodox aspect of this view is that the
reconciliation accomplished in 70 A.D was such that there no longer remains a lost condition in humanity and therefore no
present need for conversion -- which reduces to a form of universalism where all are saved and one must simply realize what
has been done for all humanity.’ theopedia.com Web. 11 Mar 2014.

166   ‘..chilia is the Greek word for "thousand" which is mentioned six times in Revelation 20:1-10. They arrived at the
eschatological position of believing in a future thousand year reign of Christ on the earth because of their literal or normal
approach to the prophetic Scripture.’ Andy Woods, “The Rapture (Part 10).” Bible Prophecy Blog. 17 Oc 2013. Web. 3 Nov 2013.

167  “What is dispensationalist?” carm.org Web. 30 Oct 2012.
168  David Chilton is his book, Days of Vengeance, says “The Book of Revelation is not about the Second Coming of Christ.

It is about the destruction of Israel and Christ’s victory over His enemies in the establishment of the New Covenant Temple. In
fact, as we shall see, the word coming as used in the Book of Revelation never refers to the Second Coming.” (p. 43). Cf. H.
Wayne House and Thomas Ice. Dominion Theology: Blessing or Curse? An Analysis of Christian Reconstructionism. (Colorado
Springs: Multnomah Press, 1988)



through our Lord Jesus Christ (Jer 30:2-9; Ezek 20-33-38; Dan 9:24; 5:1-10; Matt 24; 1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:9). It thus
infers that the Tribulation, the Second Advent and the Millennium Kingdom are all future conditions for
the nation of Israel.

Idealists, viz. amillennialists169 and postmillennialists, deny a literal 1000 year reign of Christ on
earth. Both tend to favor fulfilled prophecy and non-prophetic Scripture; choosing to spiritualize a
prophetic text as symbolic and figurative instead and thus bereft it of climax and closure. A spiritualized
view may tend to dull history, prophecy and the intent of John toward his first-century recipients. Even
the author’s anticipation of things which must shortly take place (Rev 1:1) may have its defining moments
stripped of climax and closure for a recurrent neon sign! An idealist may deny the historical significance of
The Revelation of Jesus Christ altogether. Even Augustine (354-420 AD) the Bishop of Hippo traded his
premillennial approach for idealism. Augustinian eschatology170 or realized millennialism as sometimes
called, suggests that the return of Christ happens only after the 1000-year reign that occurs in heaven, in
the intermediate state, and not upon the earth. Believers at death enter into the presence of Christ to share
his reign in this age in which we now live.‘

Theopedia in defining the “Millennial kingdom” states that ‘The amillennialist believes that the
Kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ's resurrection (hence the term "inaugurated millennialism") at
which point he gained victory over both Satan and the Curse. Christ is even now reigning (hence the term
“nunc-millennialism” — nunc means “now“) at the right hand of the Father over His church….The
postmillennialist believes that the millennium is an era (not necessarily a literal thousand years) during
which Christ will reign over the earth, not from a literal and earthly throne, but through the gradual
increase of the Gospel and its power to change lives. After this gradual Christianization of the world,
Christ will return and immediately usher the church into their eternal state after judging the wicked. This
is called postmillennialism because, by its view, Christ will return after the millennium.’171

Postmillennialism, however, contradicts Revelation 20 in that Christ will return to judge his enemies and
establish His kingdom, not receive an established religious order hewn by the depraved.

David J. Engelsma in presenting a series of defense of Amillennialism against Postmillennialism
(1995-1996) commented: ‘Blinded by its assumption that the victory of Christ in history is carnal,
postmillennialism stumbles into other, glaring errors. For one thing, a Loraine Boettner can cheerily
announce that the world is getting better right along. Chapter 7 of his The Millennium (Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1958) is entitled, "The World is Growing Better." This, in a century that has witnessed the
horrors of Nazi Germany; the atrocities of Stalin's Soviet Union; the slaughters of Mao's China; the killings

169 David J. Engelsma, “A Defense of (Reformed) Amillenialism.” Standard Bearer (a series of editorials from April 1, 1995
through December 15, 1996).

170 Augustine. “City of God, Book XX.” newadvent.org. Web. 7 Oct 2013. Anthony Hoekema,  “Amillennialism: Intoduction
and the Book of Revelation.“ the-highway.com n. d. Web. 15 Apr 2013; “Pre-Millennialism and the Early Church Fathers” by Bob
DeWaay. Critical Issues Commentary. n. d. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Matthew D. Allen, “Theology Adrift The Early Church Fathers and
Their Views of Eschatology.” Bible.org 25 May 2004 Web. 17 Mar 2014; David R. Anderson, “The Soteriological Impact of
Augustine’s Change from Premillennialism to Amillennialism, Part 1.” Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, Spring 2002.

171 His reign from heaven shall propel His new creation ‘to triumph by and through the gospel to such an extent that the
Great Commission will be successfully fulfilled, and the Christian faith will pervade all the cultures of all the nations of men.
All Christ's enemies will be subdued in this way, with the exception of death, which he will destroy by his coming.’ Piper © 2013
Desiring God Foundation. desiringGod.org “An Evening of Eschatology (John Piper with Jim Hamilton, Doug Wilson & Sam
Storms).” 17 Sep 2009. Online. You Tube. 31 Jul 2012.



of Pol Pot's Cambodia; the cruelties of the Africans at the present time; and the butcheries of their own
offspring by the United States. This, in a century that has seen the "Christian" West sink into the depths of
approving homosexuality.‘ Postmillennialism that thrived in the age of Enlightenment among early
reformers such as Jonathan Edwards (1703-53) and Samuel Hopkins (1721-1803) has nonetheless spawned
a puffed lot frowned on for their Dominion Theology172, Latter-Rain Theology, Kingdom Now Theology..

To sum up: Has God cast away his people since 70 AD (Rom 11:1)? If so, how does one explain for
Israel’s rebirth in 1948 after nearly 2000 years of dispersion? Is it all but a conspiracy theory173 deliberated by
Zionists or the Illuminati for a New World Order that eventually establishes the beast and his One World
Government? Shall unfulfilled prophecy be relegated as the symbolic imagery of an academic (Isaiah 11:6-
9) or reserved for like initiates? And to think: that despite the odds of The Messiah actually meeting every
literal standard of prophecy was a hundred thousand trillion (100,000,000,000,000,000)174 to one, that
culminated in Christ Jesus who came to His own (John 1:11), is the Second Advent any more difficult for
God to realize? Or has realized eschatology, if all but imagery, bereft Christ of His climatic victory at the
campaign of Armageddon (Rev 20)?

Patrick Zukeran in Four Views of Revelation observes that “Unless interpreters are grounded in the
grammatical, historical, and contextual method of hermeneutics, they leave themselves open to alternate
interpretations that may even contradict the author’s intended meaning.’ Yet despite their differences,
these four agree that Godbeing sovereignhas destined the ultimate finale for His glory. Except for full
preterists175 and certain idealists (that may regard heaven as a progressive eternity on planet earth) all
agree about the Second Coming, the resurrection from the dead, a future judgment and the eternity with
God for the redeemed and everlasting conscious torment for unbelievers. All schools of thought agree on
the dire need to understand prophecy as part of all scriptural study in order to grasp God and glorify Him
as one in the body of Christ.”

172 ‘Dominionism teaches that Christ cannot return to earth until the church has established its authority (dominion) over
all nations and instituted a form of global theocracy, a one-world government founded on Biblical principles. In other words,
according to Dominionism, the church brings in the Kingdom for and on behalf of Christ. [These teachings may be classified as
Kingdom Now Theology, Reconstructionism, or Restorationism, depending on whether one views it from a Pentecostal or a
Reformed background] Dominionism has become very popular in recent years, largely because it exploit’s the huge vacuum
created by Replacement Theology. If the church has replaced Israel, the Dominionists reason, then she has appropriated the
special role that Israel was to play in the second coming of Christ…Indeed, they have to dismiss, allegorize or pervert a large
portion of Scripture in order to sustain their position. Nearly all of the prophets refer to the terrible judgment that will befall the
whole of mankind in the End Time. By undermining the veracity of End Time prophecy, Replacement Theology has cleared the
way for Dominionism.’ Jeremy James, “A Pyramid of Lies--How the Wolf Pack is Attacking and Destroying True Biblical
Christianity.” zephaniah.eu Web. 1 Dec 2013; ‘The term "new breed" has particular significance in the Latter Rain cult and it may
be slithering into the neoevangelical mainstream via the New Apostolic Reformation. This is one of the most offensive and
heretical doctrines to ever be set forth. It teaches that there is a coming generation that has special super spiritual powers to
exercise dominion over the Earth.’ Herescope. “The New Breed defined” 3 Feb 2006. Web. 4 Apr 2013. Paul Rosenberg,
“America's own Taliban. A fast growing right-wing politico-religious presence plans to implement an end-times, Christian
theocracy in the US.” America's own Taliban - Opinion - Al Jazeera English. 28 Jul 2011. Web. 1 Mar 2014.

173   A conspiracy theory is an explanatory proposition that accuses two or more persons, a group, or an organization of
having caused or covered up, through secret planning and deliberate action, an illegal or harmful event or situation. “List of
conspiracy theories.” Wikipedia. n. d. Web. 1 Oct 2013.

174  Matt Slick, “Prophecy, the Bible and Jesus” carm.org n. d Web. 31 Jul 2013.
175 David Chilton, Paradise Restored. (Reconstruction Press), 1985.
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Prelude to The Great White Throne

Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is
as the sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever. (Rev 20:7-10)

‘“You defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading; therefore I brought
fire from your midst; it devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all who saw you. All
who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you; you have become a horror, and shall be no more forever.”
(Ezek 28:18, 19)

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels” (Matt 25:41)

A thousand years has passed and the Davidic Kingdom176 is an almost utopian paradise wherein believers
dwell in righteousness, peace and joy. With the Temple restored to an unprecedented glory, Yeshua is
worshipped the world over by Jews and Gentiles. Man and animals have likewise lived harmoniously
under the sun. And while the resurrected live eternally in their glorified bodies, believing mortals that
survived the tribulation have sired descendents that have yet to believe in the Lord. Herein lies the next
chapter for sin to teem.

Satan, on the other hand, has spent a 1000 years chained in the abyss. Dark and vile as the bottomless
pit may be, he knows he has but one chance for glory or bust. Make no mistake, that serpent of old being far
more illuminated than any prized theologian is well acquainted with ScriptureRev 20:3..But after these

176 “What is going to happen in the end times?” compellingtruth.org n. d. Web. 29 Mar 2014.



things he must be released for a little while. Seething with hate he thinks, grits and waits. Shall the evil genius,
hell-bent and brooding, have his hour yet? A thousand years in the Pit may suffice for a strategy or two.
To think: have not the Church aided him when it lost its edge by loving the world? Is she any less
blasphemous now with her penchant for ‘strange fire’ since infancy (Lev 10:1; Rev 1-3)? Had not the
Aquarian age likewise championed his cause? Thoughts of wicked grandeur may yet stoke the hopes of
the fallen bent on world dominion.

So, upon his release from the abyss, the devil springs forth to blight the world with his old brand of
tricks viz. deception. Shall the evil genius, hell-bent and brooding to derail God’s plan, have his hour yet?
Perhaps his 1000-year sentence in the abyss gave him ample time to strategize his final assault against his
nemesis: King Jesus. Can Satan who was oncethe ruler of this world, the prince of the power of the air and the
god of this ageplagued mankind again with insatiable lusts and eclipse God (John 16:11; Eph 2:2; 2 Cor
4:4)? Had he not in previous times tweaked Scripture for a different gospel that tickled the masses? Had he
not succeeded in feigning a sweet pliable Christ back in the church age in which ecumenism and the
amalgamation of faiths ultimately elevated the Antichrist as god-king? Could a counterfeit work of Christ
still prosper in the Millennial Kingdom? If depraved men spurned God, the Prophets and the Christ then,
how less dull are they now to deception? And how shall these depraved fall to the wiles of the devil (Eph
6:11) unless he schemes to create a political climate that lures his prospective allies.

So with a chip on his shoulder and an axe to grind Satan eventually rams into every rank and file of
the ruling elite and the endless sea of common folks. He slithers and slides into every nook and cranny of
human civilization seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet 5:8). There seems to be no restrain to his incursion as
he snuggles up to all the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog. Once again the devil demonstrates his
power of access to the corridors of influence.

Mingling in their midst
Flagging his amorous scent

He drops his proverbial pill: “Has God indeed said..?”
So whilst he’s thrown a question

Laced in sweet deception
That men may fall to suggestion: “Has God indeed said..?”

That as they mull and file for drink,
He gives an all too triumphant wink

As his diatribe on God begins to sink: “Has God indeed said..?” LSJ

Satan has once again sown his seed for a multibillion dollar enterprise to depose the KING OF KINGS. Did
anyone hear the devil speak? Eve did (Gen 3:1-6; Luke 4:3,6; 22:31; Jude 1:9). For ever since man heeded
the voice of that old serpent in the Garden of Eden wherein Eve saw, reasoned, and lusted for the fruit that
would make her wise and be like God and thus fell headlong for the first heresythe prosperity gospelthe
devil has never ceased to speak to every generation, tribe and tongue. The devil speaks and speak again he
will through his countless minions. Be it loud or subtle we sometimes hear him in fleeting moments of the
day as our own voice that needs be silenced. For he speaks through suggestions that appeal to our flesh
and titillate our desires to lust for more than our simple needs. To look here and look there, hear this and
hear that, say this and say that: absorb, digest, regurgitate. O, that some could belief that the Devil’s bound
in the abyss since 70 AD, that he is all but a comic relief with tail and pitchfork! For some among the elect



of God think it absurd that wemade in the image of Godwould grant him access to our turf: to speak
into our hearts, into our minds and into our spirits. What, are we so dull to be maneuvered by his
schemes? And how can he triumph over us when he is all but a created being, a fallen angel, a wandering
spirit? But the devil deals down right dirty: deception will once again dictate ours thoughts for his. It is we,
not the devil, that rehearse our tripe and wounds that keep us festered and unforgiving. Deception will
ultimately lure the dissatisfied to politicize his agenda and rally for democratic reforms. Deception shall
see the descend of godly leadership. Satan as the diabolical genius of old shall once again make vast claims
on philosophy, business, religion, music even as he once personified the king of Babylonoverseer of the
Babylonian world system of commerce that amassed wealth, power and dominion.

Satan having sown his seed for a multibillion dollar enterprise to depose the KING OF KINGS, now
sees his fruit as one by one - kings, cartels and waves of common folk - fall to the wiles of the devil (Eph
6:11). His spike has once more gleaned every strata of society. None it seems is spared the bite of that
serpent of old (Rev 20:2). Who then are these victims? They are the descendants of those that survived the
tribulation and entered the millennium as mortals. Given over to marriage and multiplication, this
generation of mortals raised during the millennium are no less prone to sin. While some may submit to the
Lordship of Christ the King, others may differ.

Of these latter, Jesus said some 2000 years ago, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to
carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth
in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet because I tell the truth,
you do not believe me!” (John 8:44-45 NIV). So, as the devil consolidates his grip over mankind his newly
acquired territories spans the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog. A fierce countenance teems among the
rebels as they rally and fuss. All these whose number is as the sand of the sea have rallied with Satan to
attempt the impossible: to war against the KING OF KINGS and prevail! These are but the deluded that
dare believe for victory over the manifest person of Christ the King!

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE: Judgment for the Damned

6.1 Judgment on The Devil

Satan has heard his death knell. He takes his seat at the throne of war to spearhead his quest to dethrone
God. With the military as his final instrument of political power, Satan and his hosts narrow in on their
target. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city (Rev
20:9). Bloodshed by the billions and nations crumble means nothing to one bent on derailing God’s plan.
To exterminate the saints is precisely why the armies have converged on Jerusalem. They that lament over
man‘s moral descent and plead for perfect justice shall now have their desires met: for it is written
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord (Rom 12:19b). Man’s affair with the devil finally ends here.
For who else but God alone is able to stamp out evil for good!

And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever (Rev 21:9, 10).



“Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming; it stirs up the dead for you, all the chief
ones of the earth; it has raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. They all shall speak and say to you:
‘Have you also become as weak as we? Have you become like us? Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the
sound of your stringed instruments; the maggot is spread under you, and worms cover you.’ (Is 14:9-11)

6.2 Judgment on Fallen Man

And so it is for every one who is not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life that the Lord will say, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ (Rev 21:27; Matt 25:41). In that day
every knee in heaven, on earth and beneath the earth will bend in fear of El Shaddai: God Almighty.

After the Millennial rule, the infamous host of sinners from the onset of time are raised from the
dead. These are the spiritually dead whose names were not found written in the Book of Life. These will be
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books and thereafter condemned to
eternal torments in the lake of fire. This is the second death: final, conscious and irreversible (Eph 2:1; Col
2:13). And so it is for every one who is not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life that the Lord will say, ‘Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ (Rev 21:27; Matt 25:41). In that
day every knee in heaven, on earth and beneath the earth will bend in fear of El Shaddai: God Almighty.

Should Luke 12:47 be inferred, the degree of punishments for the condemned corresponds to their
mortal sins. But to presume that Hades (the Greek god of the underworld) succors penitents in purgatory
runs foul of Scripture because hell is merciless with the wrath of God! Hades itself, that was designed for the
devil and his minions, shall be cast into the lake of fire with the condemned.

This then is the hotly debated issue among many: that God unleashes His wrath on sinners for
eternity is deplorable. Would it not be humane of God to permit brimstone, which is burning sulfur, to
suffocate yet ultimately annihilate177 the condemned? (Is 66:24; Matt 7:13–14; 10:28; John 3:16; 10:28; 17:12;
Rom 2:12; 9:22; Phil 1:28; 3:19; 1 Thess 5:3; Heb 10:39; 2 Pet 3:7, 9; Jas 4:12). And while most wrestle with
thoughts of eternal torments in a dismal landscape, others make a metaphor of hell or a jolly thing of it!
Amazing then how the concept of hell, authenticated by Holy Scripture, is contested by some within the
church. To doubt the realities of hell is to hypothesize judgment for sin, salvation and God - a monstrosity
despite the claim made by the historical Christ: I tell you, unless you repent you will all likewise perish (Luke
13:3).178 Make no mistake, without the saving faith of The Messiah, one is never sure of being a breath away
from hell!

177 Further study: Packer, J.I. “Evangelical Annihilationism in Review.” Reformation and Revival Magazine. Vol. 6.2 (1997).
Theopedia “Annihilationism.” Web. 31 Jul 2013. Edward Fudge and Robert Peterson, Two Views of Hell: A Biblical and Theological
Dialogue (Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2000). Edward Donnelly, What is Hell? UK: Banner of Truth. 2002; Morgan, Christopher
W. & Robert A. Peterson, Hell Under Fire: Modern Scholarship Reinvents Eternal Punishment. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.
‘…[the work] provides a biblical, systematic, and practical theology of hell. The contributors to this volume unite in affirming
the historic Christian doctrine regarding the final destiny of the unsaved: They will suffer everlasting conscious punishment
away from the joyous presence of God.‘

178 perish Strong’s G622 (Gk. apollymi): to destroy; to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end to ruin; render
useless; to kill; to declare that one must be put to death; metaph. to devote or give over to eternal misery in hell; to perish, to be
lost, ruined, destroyed; to destroy; to lose.



For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; we finish our years like a sigh (Ps 90: 9; Matt 17:3; Heb 10:1).

Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all those who put their trust in Him (Ps 2:10-12).

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we
must give account….And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment (Heb 4:13; 9:27).

For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil (Eccl 12:14).

But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by
your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matt 12:36. 37).

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God….He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who
does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:18; 3:36).

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation (John 5:28, 29).

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them
(Rom 1:18, 19).

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the
things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire…“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev 20:11-
15; 21:8).

6.3 Judgment on Fallen Angels

And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness for the judgment of the great day (Jude 6).

It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings



of the earth. They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison;
after many days they will be punished (Is 24:21).

Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (1 Pet 4:18)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved for judgment….[then] the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to
reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who walk according to the flesh in
the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. [They are] presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil
of dignitaries (2 Pet 2:4; 9-10).

6.3.1 Fiery Torments and Outer Darkness

For the Lord loves justice, and does not forsake His saints; they are preserved forever, but the descendants of the
wicked shall be cut off (Ps 37:28).

The destruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed….
And they shall go forth and look upon the corpses of the men who have transgressed against Me. For their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched. They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh (Isa 1:28; 66:24).

..to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—where ‘Their worm does not die, and the fire is not
quenched’ (Mark 9:45, 46).

Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you
who practice lawlessness!’….The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be
wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt 7:22, 23; 13:41, 42).

Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’ (Matt 22:13).

And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth….Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt 25:30, 41).

But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say
to you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5)

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.
And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever (Rev 20:10).



....the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (Rev 21:8).

But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and
practices a lie (Rev 22:15).

‘Death is not the cessation of existence but the continuation of the eternal being with which God lovingly
endowed manbut now in painful separation from God and all else in utter darkness and loneliness.’
Dave Hunt, In Defense of the Faith (1996).

Crash!

Beggarly plodding on rolling hills,
The lust for life that drives me still.

If sudden crash would round this hill
My soul will rest and I’d be nil, I‘d--

“Are you afraid? Are you alright?
Your eyes are big and ghastly bright.”

“Repent! Avow! for it is now,
Not moments late, Dementia vows!”

“Excuse me, y’all, please spare the man.
Can someone call the ambulance?!“

“Confess your sins, renew your vows,
Avert your fate, while it is now!”

“Lift up the cup. Lift up the bread.
We give Thee thanks. Partake the bread.“

“Enough, enough! he cannot wait
For Death has flushed him out for dead!”

“Could Death come in just like a thief
And whisk him off for joy or grief?”
“Get thee hence, ye sinner damned!
Ye had but once to make amends!

Ye played the fool and scoffed The Way.
So now, behold, the fiery play!”

The door swings wide, and woe betide
The Holy Book is one big lie!

There is no life then after death
But life confined in every breath.
“There is no God” I lived to tell.



The sage was right--there is no hell!
If sudden crash should round this hill,

 I am but one completed nil!

“The fool that’s filled with skeptics’ ill
Will someday rot and have his fill.”

LSJ (inspired by Psalm 14:1)



Pray, tell,
What saves man from the pits of hell?
Goodness? Meekness? Deeds do tell:

Morals never saved a sinner bound for hell!

Yes, fatal as it is, morals never saved a sinner bound for hell. Scripture on the contrary affirms that it is
impossible for a spiritually dead person to know God unless God initiates His call to whom He wills
accompanied by His unmitigated gift of faith for that one whom He has called, chosen and justified to belief
in The Christ of God for his salvation and eternal security (Luke 9:27; Rom 1-8).

Man’s redemption from the curse of sin rests solely on The Messiah: The Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world! Jesus, being the propitiation for the sins of man once for all is sufficient for all but effectual
for some (John 1:29; 1 John 2:2; Heb 10). What does this mean? It means that Jesus came for His own. His
exhaustive work at Calvary albeit sufficient for all is definite for some (John 1:11; 17:6-26). Only the
believerutterly corrupt in body, soul, and spirithas been justified and redeemed from the curse of sin
and death by the atoning work of Christ Jesus. Only those who have believed The Christ of God (Luke 9:20)
can enjoy the divine exchange: that when God vented His wrath at Jesus on the cross at Calvary, our sins
were imputed on Him and the righteousness of Christ imputed on us. None of His redeemed therefore
will be lost, not even the demented. This then is the eternal security made explicit by the Lord. It need be
emphasized that, just as man’s redemption from sin hinged on the Messiah, a sinner is saved from infernal
damnation solely by faith in Christ alone. It is not faith and baptism, faith and Eucharist, faith and works,
faith and Church or any other concoctions. It is faith in Christ alone that saves: sola faith.

What then of the unpardonable sin? Minding the context of Matthew 12:22-32 alone, it reasons that
the Lord had his apologia aimed at his audience per se viz. the Pharisees. Period. (Woe betide them!) But
of the 613 Laws of the Old Testament called the Mitzvot and 38 Commandments from the four Gospels or
1050 commands via repetition in the New Testament for believers to obey, pray tell which of these sins -
venial, mortal and all - defines the unpardonable or unforgivable sin? Give the Lord His due then, the
preservation of the saints rests on the laurels of Christ alone: For as by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous (Rom 5:19). Christ alone has preserved the
pilgrim to present him holy and blameless at the Judgment Seat for an accounting to God and rewards, not
condemnation. It is a done deal. Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior (Jude 24, 25). But to begin with, the sinner
that repents and believes in The Christ of God (Luke 9:20) is saved. Faith alone in Christ alone saves.
Otherwise, unbelief shall pale in disbelief at the dawn of its fiery fate. Behold then, the unpardonable sin.
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7. RE-CREATION: Refiner’s fire for a sin-stained universe

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the
world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. Little
children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come, by which we know that it is the last hour (1 John 2:15-18). Love not the world flashing its skin, sheen and
glory because the fact remains that she lies under the sway of the wicked one and continues to be bungled by
man’s miserable stewardship (1 John 5:19). Would it be that Mother Earth is all but a bed for passing spirits
and a raspy hag banged by every knee? For the world is but a crypt of shivering souls duly gushed for all
to seeThe sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them (Rev
20:13). Pilgrims, far and few, treading the soil of their earthy existence would fare better to pattern their
faith after their founding fatherAbraham.

for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. Therefore from one man, and him
as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the
seashore. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them,
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things
declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had
come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them (Heb 11:10-16).

Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You
will endure; yes, they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will change them, and they will be changed
(Ps 102:25-26 cf. Heb 1:10-12).

The earth and all its inhabitants are dissolved..(Ps 75:3).

Heaven and earth will pass away..(Matt 24:35).

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore,
since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire,
and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Pet 3:10-13).

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And
there was found no place for them (Rev 20:11).
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An eyewitness to God creating

For God to call, choose and redeem a soul to be His is simply amazing. Rare then is the phenomenon when
God revives a spiritually dead soul to experience Him personally. Salvation is therefore without human
merit. No measure of soul-searching, penitence and intercession can bend God to save a soul. Salvation is
God’s random gift to whom He wills (Eph 2:8 cf. Luke 7; 19;1-10).179 And because God is love (1 John 4:8) He
has promised to preserve His own. Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior (Jude 24, 25). This is the
preservation of the saints promised by God. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He
also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified (Rom 8:29, 30).

179 Monergism: The Five Solas: Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone, Solus Christus - Christ Alone, Sola Gratia - Grace Alone, Sola
Fide - Faith Alone, Soli Deo Gloria - The Glory of God Alone. ‘Unwarranted confidence in human ability is a product of fallen
human nature ... God's grace in Christ is not merely necessary but is the sole efficient cause of salvation. We confess that human
beings are born spiritually dead and are incapable even of cooperating with regenerating grace. We reaffirm that in salvation we
are rescued from God's wrath by his grace alone. It is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that brings us to Christ by
releasing us from our bondage to sin and raising us from spiritual death to spiritual life. We deny that salvation is in any sense a
human work. Human methods, techniques or strategies by themselves cannot accomplish this transformation. Faith is not
produced by our unregenerate human nature.’ Cambridge Declaration. Monergism. Web. 1 Oct 2012. Further study: Isaiah 13-35
on sovereign grace.



For with the passing of the millennial kingdom, it follows that all the redeemed from all the ages shall
witness the last and final part of God’s eternal plan for mankind. “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said
to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful” (Rev 21:5).

John Piper in The Bethlehem Baptist Church Elder Affirmation of Faith (2003) declares: ‘We believe that
the end of all things in this age will be the beginning of a never-ending, ever-increasing happiness in the
hearts of the redeemed, as God displays more and more of His infinite and inexhaustible greatness and
glory for the enjoyment of His people.’ But while some scholars may argue for a divine makeover of planet
Earth, universe and all, should God intrigue us to see Him working from scratch, blueprints and all,
rejoice! For the Lord Himself declared to John that the elect shall be an eye witness to His creation of a
New Heaven and a New Earth for His people to tabernacle with Him eternally. “Behold, I make all things
new” (Rev 21:5). Thayer's Greek Lexicon assesses John’s vision of a New Jerusalem descending from ‘heaven
as the metropolis of the perfectly established Messianic kingdom, Revelation 3:12; Revelation 21:2, 10.’180

New Jerusalem, according to John, is a cube of about 1500 miles. It is also one that Abraham anticipated for
he waited [looked (KJV)] for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Heb 11:10). Zionthe
City of God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, the Tabernacle of Godshall likewise be the abode of the Holy
Trinity, the angels and the redeemed: the one new man comprising of Jew and Gentile (Gal 6:16; Eph 2:15).

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge
of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better things than that of Abel (Heb 12:22-24).

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a
special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the Lord
loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. “Therefore
know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand
generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; and He repays those who hate Him to their face,
to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face. Therefore you shall keep
the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I command you today, to observe them (Deut 7:6-11).

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ (1 Pet 2:4-5).

“If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, if they break My statutes and do not keep My
commandments, Then I will punish their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My
lovingkindness I will not utterly take from him, nor allow My faithfulness to fail. My covenant I will not break, nor

180 Thayer's Greek Lexicon. Strong's Concordance NT 3772 ouranos: heaven. Definition: (a) the visible heavens: the
atmosphere, the sky, the starry heavens, (b) the spiritual heavens.



alter the word that has gone out of My lips. Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: His seed shall
endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me; it shall be established forever like the moon, even like the faithful
witness in the sky” (Ps 89:30-37).

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. But
be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy. I will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor the voice of
crying (Isaiah [739 BC] 65:17-19).

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also
there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and
be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the throne said,
“Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And He said
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water
of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My
son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall
have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with
me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and
high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she had a great and
high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and
three gates on the west. Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.
The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve
thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city
was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones:
the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the
sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and
the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need of
the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. And the nations of
those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall
not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations



into it. But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev 21:1-27).

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In
the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding
its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord
God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever….“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to
testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” (Rev 22:1-5; 12-17 [75-95 AD])



EPILOGUE

“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth leaves, you
know that summer is near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that it is near—at the doors!

Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place (Matt 13:28-30).
There will be blood and some will burn!

Fig. 70 ALEPH-TAV  oil  I AM The Alpha & The Omega..(Rev 22:12).
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